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I will practice and defend academic and personal honesty.

I will use my talents to enrich the human experience.

I will cherish and honor learning as a fundamental purpose  
of my membership in the UCF community.

I will strive toward the highest standards of performance  
in any endeavor I undertake.

I will promote an open and supportive campus 
 environment by respecting the rights and  

contributions of every individual.
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About the University of Central Florida 
   
  
 
The University of Central Florida is a thriving preeminent research university located in metropolitan Orlando. With 
more than 64,000 students, UCF is one of the largest universities in the United States. In addition to its impressive 
size and strength, UCF is ranked as a best-value university by The Princeton Review and Kiplinger’s, as well as one 
of the nation’s most affordable colleges by Forbes. The university benefits from a diverse faculty and staff who create 
a welcoming environment and opportunities for all students to grow, learn, and succeed. 

A Foundation For Success 

UCF and its 13 colleges offer more than 212 degrees from UCF’s 
main campus, hospitality campus, health sciences campus, 10 
regional locations, and online program. The 1,415-acre main 
campus is 13 miles east of downtown Orlando and adjacent to one 
of the top research parks in the nation. Regional campuses are 
located throughout Central Florida and include a fully accredited 
College of Medicine in the Medical City at Lake Nona. UCF’s fully 
online programs include bachelor degrees, graduate degrees, and 
graduate certificates. 

By the Numbers 

UCF offers 93 bachelor’s, 86 master’s, 27 research doctorates, three 
professional doctorates, and three specialist degree programs, and it 
leads all universities in Florida by conferring more than 15,000 
degrees a year. In fall 2016, the freshman class had an average SAT 
two-score of 1262, The Burnett Honors College enrolled nearly 
1,700 students, and the number of incoming National Merit Scholars 
ranked UCF among the top 40 colleges and universities in the 
nation. 

Top-Ranked College Education 

UCF is an academic, partnership, and research leader in numerous 
fields, such as optics and lasers, modeling and simulation, 
engineering and computer science, business administration, 
education, hospitality management, health care, and video game 
design. In fact, UCF’s Florida Interactive Entertainment Academy 
is ranked as the nation’s number two game school by The Princeton 
Review. 

Knight Life 

Home to Bright House Networks Stadium and the CFE Arena, UCF 
hosts a variety of concerts and shows, plus NCAA sports and 
cultural events. Student housing is abundant, as are on-campus 
events and activities. UCF offers an array of student services, 
hundreds of student clubs and organizations, and dedicated 
academic resources to help students succeed in school and as 
alumni. The UCF Downtown Campus, scheduled to open in fall 
2019, will provide innovative education for high-demand fields such 
as digital media and health information technology. 
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Office of the President 
P.O. Box 160002 
Orlando, FL 32816-0002 
 
 
 
 
Dear Graduates: 

 
I congratulate you on earning your degrees, a big achievement for you and your families! 
 
We often say that the future of UCF and Orlando is big, and today I encourage you to think and 
dream big about your future.  
 
Your university education will be of immeasurable benefit to you for the rest of your lives. As you 
leave UCF, or continue your education here, keep stimulating the intellectual curiosity that got you 
this far, and never stop learning.  
 
Use your knowledge, talent, and degree to their fullest, and you will help to make a better future 
for our society. 
 
Remember your friends, family, and faculty members who helped you grow intellectually, 
emotionally, and socially. And remember your university for the benefit of future students whose 
lives and livelihoods will be lifted here. 
 
I believe everyone has potential. And, when all of us unleash our full potential together, anything 
is possible. 
 
Best wishes for a lifetime of success and satisfaction. 
 
Cordially yours, 
 
 
 
 
 
John C. Hitt 
President 
 

 
 
 
 
 

An Equal Opportunity-Affirmative Action Institution 
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Dr. John C. Hitt ............................................................................................................................................... President 
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Dr. Deborah C. German ....................................... Vice President for Medical Affairs and Dean, College of Medicine 
Dr. Joel Hartman .................................................................................... Vice President and Chief Information Officer 
Mr. Grant J. Heston ....................................................................... Vice President for Communications and Marketing 
Dr. Elizabeth Klonoff .......................................... Vice President for Research and Dean, College of Graduate Studies 
Mr. William F. Merck II .......................... Vice President for Administration and Finance and Chief Financial Officer 
Mr. Michael J. Morsberger......................................................Vice President for Alumni Relations and Development 
Dr. John F. Schell .................................................................................... Vice President and Executive Chief of Staff 
Dr. Daniel White ............................................................................................. Vice President and Director of Athletics  
Mr. Jeffrey Moore .............................................................................................. Dean, College of Arts and Humanities 
Dr. Alvin Y. Wang ................................................................................................... Dean, The Burnett Honors College 
Dr. Paul Jarley ............................................................................................  Dean, College of Business Administration 
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Dr. Michael Frumkin ................................................................................ Dean, College of Health and Public Affairs 
Dr. Mary Lou Sole ................................................................................................................. Dean, College of Nursing 
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Adam Putnam 
Commissioner of Agriculture 

 

Pam Stewart 
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Board of Trustees 
 
 

Kenneth Bradley 
Winter Park 

 

Clarence H. Brown III, M.D. 
Orlando 

 

Christopher Clemente 
President, Student Government 

Association  
 

Joseph Conte 
Winter Park 

 
Robert A. Garvy  

Vice Chair  
Palm Beach 

 

Ray Gilley 
Decatur, GA 

 

Keith Koons 
Chair, Faculty Senate 

 

Marcos R. Marchena 
Chairman 
Orlando 

Alex Martins 
Winter Park  

  

Beverly J. Seay 
Winter Park 

 

John Sprouls  
Windermere 

 

David Walsh 
Winter Springs 

 

William Yeargin 
Chuluota 
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University of Central Florida 
Commencement Program 

 

 
 

Prelude 
 

The Processional 
The Platform Party 

The Faculty 
The Baccalaureate and Graduate Candidates 

 
 

Convening of the Commencement 
 

The National Anthem 
 

Opening Remarks and Introductions 
John C. Hitt, President 

 
Commencement Address 

 
The Conferring of Degrees 

The Faculty 
The Deans 

The Provost 
The President 

 
Honors and Individual Recognition* 

Student Body Representative 
Alumni Association Representative 

 
Alma Mater 

 
The Recessional   

The Platform Party 
The Faculty  

The Graduate and Baccalaureate Candidates 
 

Andrew Walker, Organist   
Jose Velez and Meredith Rice, Vocalists  

David Enzfelder and Reg Lyle, Bagpipers 
Reader by ROMAGNA Company 

Sign Language Interpreter by Interpretek  
Captioning by Central Florida Captioning and CART Services 

 
* Applause is the most appropriate method of conveying congratulations as your graduate’s name is called. 

Other methods may keep your neighbors from hearing their graduate’s name. 
 

As a courtesy to the graduates and families being recognized today, we ask that you remain in your seat until all 
graduates have crossed the platform.   

 
The ceremony will last approximately two hours. 

 
Thank you for joining the faculty, staff, administration, and student body in honoring our graduates. 
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College of Arts and Humanities, College of Engineering and Computer Science, 
 and College of Optics and Photonics 

May 4, 2017 – 9:00 a.m. 
Platform Party 

Grand Marshal .................................................................................................................................... Dr. Narsingh Deo 
Commencement Speaker ............................................................................................... The Honorable Steve Crisafulli 
President ................................................................................................................................................ Dr. John C. Hitt 
Provost and Executive Vice President ......................................................................................... Dr. A. Dale Whittaker 
Senior Vice President for University Relations ...................................................................... Dr. Daniel C. Holsenbeck 
Vice President and General Counsel ....................................................................................................... Mr. Scott Cole 
Vice President for Student Development and Enrollment Services .................................................. Dr. Maribeth Ehasz 
Vice President for Communications and Marketing ............................................................................ Mr. Grant Heston 
Vice President for Research and Dean, College of Graduate Studies ........................................... Dr. Elizabeth Klonoff 
Vice President for Administration and Finance and Chief Financial Officer ........................... Mr. William F. Merck II 
Vice President and Executive Chief of Staff ...................................................................................... Dr. John F. Schell 
Dean, The Burnett Honors College................................................................................................... Dr. Alvin Y. Wang 
Dean, College of Arts and Humanities .............................................................................................. Mr. Jeffrey Moore 
Dean, College of Engineering and Computer Science ......................................................... Dr. Michael Georgiopoulos 
Dean and Director, College of Optics and Photonics ....................................................................... Dr. Bahaa A. Saleh 
Alumni Representative ............................................................................................................... Mr. Matt Assenmacher 
Student Government Association President........................................................................Mr. Christopher J. Clemente 
University Faculty Representative ....................................................................................... Dr. Mercedeh Khajavikhan 
Staff Council Representative ....................................................................................................... Ms. Jamie LaMoreaux 
Order of Pegasus .............................................................................................................................. Dr. Swetha Barkam 
Order of Pegasus .................................................................................................................Mr. Christopher J. Clemente 
Order of Pegasus ............................................................................................................... Ms. Catherine Chelsea Ninah 
Order of Pegasus ..................................................................................................................... Mr. Arjun Anand Watane 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Steve Crisafulli is the former speaker of the Florida House of 
Representatives. He is also a seventh-generation Floridian and a proud UCF 
alumnus.  
 
Crisafulli manages his family’s cattle, citrus, real estate, development and 
construction business. Since 1996, he has been a director of the Brevard 
County Farm Bureau and served as president of the Bureau from 2003-05. 
He was also a supervisor for the Brevard County Soil & Water Conservation 
District and currently serves on the Florida Fish and Wildlife Foundation 
Board. 
 
He served in the Florida House of Representatives from 2008-16, 
distinguishing himself as majority leader in 2013-14 and as House Speaker 
for 2014-16. Last year, he presided over a highly successful legislative 
session that funded several projects important to UCF.    
 
Among his many honors, Crisafulli has received the President’s Award from 
the Florida Farm Bureau, the Defender of Liberty Award from the American 
Conservative Union, the Champion for Business Award (five times) from 
the Associated Industries of Florida, and the Award for Exceptional 
Leadership from the Florida Economic Development Commission.  
 
Steve Crisafulli earned an associate’s degree from Brevard Community 
College and a bachelor’s degree in interdisciplinary studies from UCF.

Commencement Speaker 
 

The Honorable 
Steve Crisafulli 
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 College of Graduate Studies, College of Medicine,  
College of Undergraduate Studies, and Rosen College of Hospitality Management 

May 4, 2017 – 2:30 p.m. 
Platform Party 

 
Grand Marshal .................................................................................................................................... Dr. Amy Gregory 
Commencement Speaker ............................................................................................ The Honorable Morteza Hosseini 
President ................................................................................................................................................ Dr. John C. Hitt 
Provost and Executive Vice President ......................................................................................... Dr. A. Dale Whittaker 
Senior Vice President for University Relations ...................................................................... Dr. Daniel C. Holsenbeck 
Vice President and General Counsel ......................................................................................................  Mr. Scott Cole 
Vice President for Student Development and Enrollment Services .................................................. Dr. Maribeth Ehasz 
Vice President for Communications and Marketing ............................................................................ Mr. Grant Heston 
Vice President for Research and Dean, College of Graduate Studies ........................................... Dr. Elizabeth Klonoff 
Vice President for Administration and Finance and Chief Financial Officer ........................... Mr. William F. Merck II 
Vice President and Executive Chief of Staff ...................................................................................... Dr. John F. Schell 
Dean, The Burnett Honors College................................................................................................... Dr. Alvin Y. Wang 
Vice President for Medical Affairs and Dean, College of Medicine ......................................... Dr. Deborah C. German 
Vice Provost for Teaching and Learning and Dean, College of Undergraduate Studies................Dr. Elizabeth Dooley 
Dean, Rosen College of Hospitality Management ........................................................................... Dr. Abraham Pizam  
Alumni Representative ........................................................................................................................ Dr. Andre Garcia 
Student Government Association Vice President ............................................................................ Ms. Rachel Altfield 
University Faculty Representative ................................................................................................... Dr. Dinender Singla 
Staff Council Representative ............................................................................................... Ms. Maribel Amaro-Garcia 
Order of Pegasus ................................................................................................................................. Mr. Sandeep Bala 
Order of Pegasus .................................................................................................................... Mr. Austin Gregory Burns 
Order of Pegasus ....................................................................................................................... Ms. Erin Caron Driscoll 
Order of Pegasus ........................................................................................................................... Mr. Ari Joshua Hadar 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mori Hosseini is chair and CEO of ICI Homes, one of Florida’s most 
successful residential home-builders. ICI has created some of the largest 
master development communities in the state and is ranked by Builder 
Magazine among the nation’s Top 100 homebuilders.  
 
Among many civic contributions and honors, Hosseini has served on the 
boards of Halifax Medical Center and the Florida Council of 100. He was 
named “Outstanding Philanthropist” by the Volusia/Flagler Chapter of the 
Association of Fundraising Professionals and received the Herbert M. 
Davidson Memorial Award for Outstanding Community Service from the 
Community Foundation of Volusia and Flagler. 
 
Hosseini has a long history of service to education in Florida.  He is a former 
member and chair of the Board of Governors of the State University System 
of Florida, chair of Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University’s board of trustees, 
and member of the University of Florida’s board of trustees. Both the Mori 
Hosseini Center at Daytona State College and the ICI Center at Embry-Riddle 
Aeronautical University recognize his service to education. 
 
Mori Hosseini earned a degree in Aeronautical Engineering from Chelsea 
College (England) and a bachelor of science degree and a master of business 
administration degree from Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University.   
 

Commencement Speaker 
 

The Honorable 
Morteza Hosseini 
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College of Business Administration 
May 5, 2017 – 9:00 a.m. 

Platform Party 
 

Grand Marshal ..................................................................................................................................... Dr. Vicky Arnold 
Commencement Speaker ..................................................................................................................... Mr. Robert Utsey 
President ................................................................................................................................................ Dr. John C. Hitt 
Provost and Executive Vice President ......................................................................................... Dr. A. Dale Whittaker 
Senior Vice President for University Relations ...................................................................... Dr. Daniel C. Holsenbeck 
Vice President and General Counsel ...................................................................................................... .Mr. Scott Cole 
Vice President for Student Development and Enrollment Services .................................................. Dr. Maribeth Ehasz 
Vice President for Communications and Marketing ............................................................................ Mr. Grant Heston 
Vice President for Research and Dean, College of Graduate Studies ........................................... Dr. Elizabeth Klonoff 
Vice President for Administration and Finance and Chief Financial Officer ........................... Mr. William F. Merck II 
Vice President and Executive Chief of Staff ...................................................................................... Dr. John F. Schell 
Dean, The Burnett Honors College................................................................................................... Dr. Alvin Y. Wang 
Associate Dean, College of Business Administration ............................................................................ Dr. Taylor Ellis 
Alumni Representative ............................................................................................................................ Ms. Linh Dang 
Student Government Association President-Elect .................................................................... Mr. Nicholas R. Larkins 
University Faculty Representative ...................................................................................................... Dr. Steven Sutton 
Order of Pegasus ..................................................................................................................... Ms. Halle Elizabeth Scott 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Commencement Speaker 
 

Robert Utsey is Senior Vice President for Skanska USA Building, one of 
the largest and most successful construction and development networks in 
the country. Based in Orlando, he is responsible for business development 
and corporate training initiatives for the Florida and Georgia markets. He is 
also the chairman of Skanska's Global Client Relations Group. 
 
Utsey has been a Skanska leader for 15 years, following a successful career 
in manufacturing, distribution, and specialty retailing. He was a member of 
the team that developed and built many prominent facilities in our region, 
including Nemours Children's Hospital, the Florida Advanced 
Manufacturing and Research Center, and the Port Canaveral Terminal 6 
and Welcome Center. He and Skanska are responsible for a number of 
UCF’s finest buildings, which have contributed to the utility and beauty of 
our campus.    
  
A civic leader in Central Florida, Utsey is currently the board chair of the 
Orlando Economic Development Commission and Seminole State College 
Foundation. He has held leadership positions in many regional non-profit 
organizations, including the Boys and Girls Clubs, Central Florida Council 
of Boy Scouts of America, and The Arnold Palmer Invitational PGA Tour 
event. 
 
Robert Utsey is a graduate of the University of Florida.  

Robert Utsey 
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College of Education and Human Performance 
and College of Nursing 
May 5, 2017 – 2:30 p.m. 

Platform Party 
 

Grand Marshal ........................................................................................................................... Dr. Cynthia Hutchinson 
Commencement Speaker ...................................................................................... The Honorable Geraldine Thompson 
President ................................................................................................................................................ Dr. John C. Hitt 
Provost and Executive Vice President ......................................................................................... Dr. A. Dale Whittaker 
Senior Vice President for University Relations ...................................................................... Dr. Daniel C. Holsenbeck 
Vice President and General Counsel ......................................................................................................  Mr. Scott Cole 
Vice President for Student Development and Enrollment Services .................................................. Dr. Maribeth Ehasz 
Vice President for Communications and Marketing ............................................................................ Mr. Grant Heston 
Vice President for Research and Dean, College of Graduate Studies ........................................... Dr. Elizabeth Klonoff 
Vice President for Administration and Finance and Chief Financial Officer ........................... Mr. William F. Merck II 
Vice President and Executive Chief of Staff ...................................................................................... Dr. John F. Schell 
Dean, The Burnett Honors College................................................................................................... Dr. Alvin Y. Wang 
Dean, College of Education and Human Performance .................................................................. Dr. Pamela S. Carroll  
Dean, College of Nursing .................................................................................................................. Dr. Mary Lou Sole 
Alumni Representative ............................................................................................................................ Ms. Linh Dang 
Student Government Association President-Elect .................................................................... Mr. Nicholas R. Larkins 
University Faculty Representative ........................................................................................................ Dr. Susan Chase 
 
 

 

Geraldine Thompson was elected to the Florida House of Representatives in 
2008 and to the Florida Senate in 2012. She served as Chair of the Orange 
County Legislative Delegation, becoming the first woman and first African-
American to hold the leadership position. In 2014, she was named chair of 
the Florida Women's Legislative Caucus. 
 
Prior to her legislative service, she was Director of Equal Opportunity and 
Assistant to the President at Valencia Community College for 24 years. 
Among her many accomplishments there was the establishment of the 
College Reach Out Program, which enabled thousands of low-income and 
disadvantaged students to attend college.  
 
Thompson’s passion for history resulted in the publication of her book Black 
America Series: Orlando, Florida. She is also credited with preserving one 
of Orlando's unique landmarks, the Well's Built Hotel. Today, the Well’s 
Built Museum preserves the history of African-Americans in Central Florida. 
She also wrote the play, A Vote: A Voice, to commemorate the 50th 
anniversary of the Voting Rights Act and capture the history of voting rights 
in Central Florida.  
 
Geraldine Thompson received a bachelor’s degree with honors in journalism 
and business education from the University of Miami and a master’s degree 
in communications from Florida State University.  
 

Commencement Speaker 
 

The Honorable 
Geraldine Thompson 
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College of Sciences 
May 6, 2017 – 9:00 a.m. 

Platform Party 
 

Grand Marshal .......................................................................................................................................... Dr. Reed Noss 
Commencement Speaker .................................................................................................... The Honorable Wendy Link 
President ................................................................................................................................................ Dr. John C. Hitt 
Provost and Executive Vice President ......................................................................................... Dr. A. Dale Whittaker 
Senior Vice President for University Relations ...................................................................... Dr. Daniel C. Holsenbeck 
Vice President and General Counsel ...................................................................................................... .Mr. Scott Cole 
Vice President for Student Development and Enrollment Services .................................................. Dr. Maribeth Ehasz 
Vice President for Research and Dean, College of Graduate Studies ........................................... Dr. Elizabeth Klonoff 
Vice President for Administration and Finance and Chief Financial Officer ........................... Mr. William F. Merck II 
Vice President and Executive Chief of Staff ...................................................................................... Dr. John F. Schell 
Associate Dean, The Burnett Honors College ................................................................................... Dr. Martin DuPuis 
Dean, College of Sciences .............................................................................................................. Dr. Michael Johnson 
Alumni Representative ......................................................................................................................... Mr. Daniel Ward 
Student Government Association President-Elect .................................................................... Mr. Nicholas R. Larkins 
University Faculty Representative ........................................................................................................ Dr. John Cannon 
Staff Council Representative ................................................................................................................ Ms. Julie Voyles 
Order of Pegasus .................................................................................................................... Ms. Lauren Ashley Gandy 
Order of Pegasus .................................................................................................................. Mr. Daniel Martin Kleiman 
Order of Pegasus ................................................................................................................. Ms. Elizabeth Ann Santiago 
Order of Pegasus ................................................................................................................... Ms. Taylor Marie Scimeca 
Order of Pegasus ............................................................................................................... Ms. Rima El-Sayed Suleiman 
 

 
  

Commencement Speaker 

Wendy Link is the managing and founding partner of the law firm of 
Ackerman, Link & Sartory, concentrating her practice on commercial real 
estate, asset-based financing, and corporate law. 
 
Link has been recognized as a Preeminent Woman Lawyer by Martindale-
Hubbell and named one of the Top Lawyers in South Florida for real estate and 
commercial loan transactions by South Florida Legal Guide.  
 
She is the past Chair of the Economic Council of Palm Beach County and The 
Chamber of Commerce of the Palm Beaches. She chairs the Florida Healthy 
Kids Corporation and serves on the Business Development Board, the Florida 
Council of 100, and Comtel (Channel 2 Public Television). Among her many 
recognitions, she was named the 2016 Community Leader of the Year by the 
North Palm Beach Chamber of Commerce. 
 
Link is committed to quality education for all of Florida’s students, and she 
serves on the Board of Governors of the State University System of Florida, is 
a past officer of the Florida College Trustee Commission, and is a member and 
past Chair of the Board of Trustees of Palm Beach State College. 
 
Wendy Link received her bachelor of science degree from the University of 
North Carolina-Chapel Hill and her law degree from Duke University.  

The Honorable 
Wendy Link 



 
 

 
 

xi 

College of Health and Public Affairs 
May 6, 2017 – 2:30 p.m. 

Platform Party 

Grand Marshal ................................................................................................................................. Dr. Jane Lieberman 
Commencement Speaker .................................................................................................... The Honorable Buddy Dyer 
President ................................................................................................................................................ Dr. John C. Hitt 
Provost and Executive Vice President ......................................................................................... Dr. A. Dale Whittaker 
Senior Vice President for University Relations ...................................................................... Dr. Daniel C. Holsenbeck 
Vice President and General Counsel ....................................................................................................... Mr. Scott Cole 
Vice President for Student Development and Enrollment Services .................................................. Dr. Maribeth Ehasz 
Vice President for Research and Dean, College of Graduate Studies ........................................... Dr. Elizabeth Klonoff 
Vice President for Administration and Finance and Chief Financial Officer ........................... Mr. William F. Merck II 
Vice President and Executive Chief of Staff ...................................................................................... Dr. John F. Schell 
Associate Dean, The Burnett Honors College ................................................................................... Dr. Martin DuPuis 
Vice Provost and Dean, College of Health and Public Affairs ...................................................... Dr. Michael Frumkin 
Alumni Representative ........................................................................................................................... Mr. Allen Lane 
Student Government Association President-Elect .................................................................... Mr. Nicholas R. Larkins 
University Faculty Representative ................................................................................................. Dr. Charlotte Harvey 
Staff Council Representative ........................................................................................................ Mr. Rhodney Browdy 
Order of Pegasus .............................................................................................................. Ms. Barbara Mendez Campos 
Order of Pegasus ................................................................................................................. Mr. Angel Enrique Sanchez 
 

 
 
 

 

Commencement Speaker 
 

Buddy Dyer, Orlando’s longest-serving mayor, took the oath of office in 
2003. Under his leadership and through strategic investments, Orlando is one 
of the nation’s fastest growing cities and the country’s most visited 
destination, hosting more than 65 million visitors annually.  
 
Committed to inclusiveness, the former Florida state senator helped the 
community unite following the Pulse tragedy and has been a leader in ending 
veteran homelessness. He has ensured that Orlando embraces diversity, 
promotes fairness and equality, and is a welcoming, multicultural community.  
 
Dyer has striven to increase cooperation, collaboration, and partnerships 
among Central Florida’s governments, business and civic communities, and 
residents with a focus on innovation, transportation, sustainability, and 
government efficiency. 
 
Results of these efforts include the University of Central Florida-Valencia 
College campus in downtown Orlando. UCF Downtown will anchor the 
Creative Village innovation cluster, enroll 7,700 students, and generate an 
estimated $200 million annual economic impact. Other examples of Dyer’s 
collaborative leadership style include the Amway Center, the Dr. Phillips 
Center for the Performing Arts, and Camping World Stadium. 
 
Buddy Dyer earned his undergraduate degree in civil engineering from 
Brown University and a law degree from the University of Florida.  

The Honorable 
Buddy Dyer 
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Candidates for Doctoral Degrees 
 

 
 

College of Arts and Humanities 
 
 

MARCIA MAZZAROTTO 
Texts and Technology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Barry J. Mauer 
 
DANIEL WALKER POWELL 
Texts and Technology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Rudy McDaniel

AARON I. ZWINTSCHER 
Texts and Technology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Barry J. Mauer 
 

 
 
 

College of Business Administration 
 
 

AMY MELISSA DONNELLY 
Business Administration 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Vicky Arnold 
 
FAWZI H. JABER HYDER 
Business Administration 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Honghui Chen 
 
MICHAEL A. JOHNSON 
Business Administration 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Marshall Schminke 
 
SARAH ELIZABETH LEFEBVRE 
Business Administration 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Xin He 

DUONG THUY PHAM 
Business Administration 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Melissa B. Frye 
 
SHARON BRITTON SHERIDAN 
Business Administration 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Maureen Ambrose 
 
ROBERT ROY TENNANT 
Business Administration 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Robin Roberts 
 

 
 

College of Education and Human Performance 
 

 
TANYA M. ARMSTRONG 
Educational Leadership 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Thomas D. Cox 
 
LLOYD BECKLES 
Education 
Major Advisor:  Dr. William Russell 
 
CHRISTOPHER TODD BELSER 
Education 
Major Advisor:  Dr. M. Ann Shillingford 
 

KYLE S. BEYER 
Education 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Jeffrey R. Stout 
 
CLAIRE L. BRADY 
Educational Leadership 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Rosemarye Taylor 
 
TARA L. BUTLER 
Educational Leadership 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Barbara A. Murray 
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ANNE ELIZABETH CRUNK 
Education 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Edward Mike Robinson 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Haiyan Bai 
 
SONA GHOLIZADEH 
Education 
Major Advisor:  Dr. David Boote 
 
SHAYWANNA L. HARRIS 
Education 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Glenn Lambie 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Gulnora Hundley 
 
THOMAS M. HOKE 
Educational Leadership 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Rosemarye Taylor 
 
DIANNA LAMPITT 
Educational Leadership 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Kathleen P. King 
 
BENJAMIN J. LOPEZ 
Educational Leadership 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Rosa Cintrón Delgado 
 
DALTON COLEMAN OLIVER 
Curriculum and Instruction 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Thomas Fisher 
 
SHIRDRICKA LEEANN ROBERTS 
Educational Leadership 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Thomas D. Cox                                   

CORALIS SOLOMON 
Education 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Glenn Lambie 
 
KRISTIN LARAINE SWEENEY 
Educational Leadership 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Rosemarye Taylor 
 
COLTON JAMES TAPOLER 
Educational Leadership 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Rosemarye Taylor 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Thomas Vitale 
 
NATALIA LEAL TORO 
Educational Leadership 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Rosa Cintrón Delgado 
 
RAN WANG 
Education 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Jay R. Hoffman 
 
NAOMI JOY WHEELER 
Education 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Sejal M. Barden 
 
CELENA LUE ZIEMS 
Educational Leadership 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Rosa Cintrón Delgado 

 
 

College of Engineering and Computer Science 
 
 
MANAR ABDUL LATEAF AL FADUL 
Civil Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Kevin Mackie 
 
AHMED QASIM JUMAAH ALDHAHAB 
Electrical Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Wasfy B. Mikhael 
Major Advisor:  Dr. George Atia 
 
MOHAMMED SALEH ALGARNI 
Mechanical Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Yuanli Bai 
 
HAIDER ALI 
Materials Science and Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Winston V. Schoenfeld 
 

MURAD IBRAHEEM ANDEJANY 
Industrial Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Ahmad Elshennawy 
 
SWETHA BARKAM 
Materials Science and Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Sudipta Seal 
 
SAYLI CHANDRASHEKHAR BHIDE 
Industrial Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Luis Rabelo 
 
MD MUKTADIR BILLAH 
Materials Science and Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Quanfang Chen 
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GAMINI S. BULUMULLE 
Computer Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Ladislau Boloni 
 
JINAN DENG 
Materials Science and Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Jiyu Fang  
 
MARTIN S. GOODWIN 
Modeling and Simulation 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Lauren Reinerman-Jones 
 
ANKUR GUPTA 
Materials Science and Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Sudipta Seal 
 
ALIREZA HAJIBAGHERI 
Computer Science 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Gita Sukthankar 
 
JONATHON THOMAS HARRIS 
Industrial Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Lauren Reinerman-Jones 
 
SARAH BUCHANAN HOLDERNESS 
Computer Science 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Joseph J. Laviola, Jr. 
 
MILAD HOOSHYAR 
Civil Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Dingbao Wang 
 
ZHOUCHUN HUANG 
Industrial Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Qipeng Zheng 
 
JINGYIN JIANG 
Materials Science and Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Quanfang Chen 
 
TIANJIAO LI 
Electrical Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Xun Gong 

MENG MIAO 
Electrical Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Kalpathy Sundaram 
 
MARCUS WILLIAM CHIA-LEI NI 
Mechanical Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Alain J. Kassab 
 
DOUGLAS EDWARD NICHOLSON 
Mechanical Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Raj Vaidyanathan 
 
CHRIS APODER O’RIORDAN-ADJAH 
Civil Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Necati Catbas 
 
SALEEM OGLAH SAHAWNEH 
Electrical Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. W. Linwood Jones 
 
SHASHANK SARAF 
Materials Science and Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Sudipta Seal 
 
YIN TANG 
Civil Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Dingbao Wang 
 
XIN WANG 
Materials Science and Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Jihua Gou 
 
THIWANKA SANJITHA WICKRAMASOORIYA 
Mechanical Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Aravinda Kar 
 
JUN YE 
Computer Science 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Kien A. Hua 
 
YIDUO ZHAN 
Industrial Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Qipeng Zheng
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College of Health and Public Affairs 
 
 

MICHAEL PATRICK BERLAM 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Morris Rick Beato 
 
JOHN H. BOYD, JR. 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Nicole Dawson 
 
KAYLA MARIE BOYLE 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Jennifer Tucker 
 
CATALINA DAVALOS 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Morris Rick Beato 
 
KRISTINA MARIE DAVIS 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Morris Rick Beato 
 
ANTHONY JOHN DEAMARA 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Nicole Dawson 
 
VICTOR SAMUEL DEROSA 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. William J. Hanney 
 
TAMARA DIMITRIJEVSKA-MARKOSKI 
Public Affairs 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Naim Kapucu 
 
HILLARY ANN DUNN 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. William J. Hanney 
 
DARCY FAYE DZURINO 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. William J. Hanney 

RONICA ANNE GANDOLA 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. William J. Hanney 
 
NINA CAROLINE GODDIN 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Morris Rick Beato 
 
MELISSA GAIL KARLESKINT 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Nicole Dawson 
 
WALEED MOHAMMEDIBRAHIM KATTAN 
Public Affairs 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Thomas Wan 
 
JOANNA DENISE KEOUGH 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Patrick Pabian 
 
AMANDA MARIE KUMMER 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Nicole Dawson 
 
MATTHEW R. LYONS 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Patrick Pabian 
 
ROMAN MAKAROV 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Patrick Pabian 
 
ALISON ANN MANTEL 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Patrick Pabian  
 
AMANDA MCCUNE 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Patrick Pabian 
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STEVEN WESLEY MCNEW 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Carey Rothschild 
 
SARAH ELLEN MIDDLETON 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Carey Rothschild 
 
CATHERINE SUZANNE MORGAN 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Carey Rothschild 
 
KENNETH WILLIAM MYNATT 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Carey Rothschild 
 
BRANDON COLE PRESLEY 
Public Affairs 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Kenneth Adams 
 
JENNIFER LYNN RICHARDS 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Gerald Smith 
 
DIANA NATHALI RIVERA 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Gerald Smith 
 
ELENA LUCIA RODRIGUEZ 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Gerald Smith 

LAUREN MICHAELINE SACK 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Jennifer Tucker 
 
WANZHU SHI 
Public Affairs 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Thomas Bryer 
 
LAUREN HOWARD SOBEL 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Gerald Smith 
 
CLAYTON M. STOCKER 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Jennifer Tucker 
 
JERILYN MARIE TOUBMAN 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Jennifer Tucker 
 
SHELBY KAY VANDEBERGHE 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Jennifer Tucker 
 
MATTHEW DAVID YOUNG 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Jennifer Tucker 
 
ESTEFANIA ZULUAGA GARCIA 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Jennifer Tucker 
 
 

 
College of Medicine 

 
 
BRITTANY NICOLE ALLEN 
Biomedical Sciences 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Michal Masternak 
 
JIN CHEN 
Biomedical Sciences 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Zixi Cheng 
 
JULIE LYNN HORTON 
Biomedical Sciences  
Major Advisor:  Dr. Alvaro Estevez 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Daniel Kelly 

SATADRU KUMAR LAHIRI 
Biomedical Sciences  
Major Advisor:  Dr. Jihe Zhao 
 
NICKLAUS ANTHONY SPARROW 
Biomedical Sciences  
Major Advisor:  Dr. Cristina M. Fernandez-Valle 
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College of Nursing 

 
 
CINDY ANN GROW 
Nursing Practice  
Major Advisor:  Dr. Christopher Blackwell 

 
 

 
 

College of Optics and Photonics 
 
 
HOSSEIN HODAEI 
Optics and Photonics 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Mercedeh Khajavikhan 
 
FENGLIN PENG 
Optics and Photonics 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Shin-Tson Wu 

TIANSI WANG 
Optics and Photonics 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Aravinda Kar 
 

  
College of Sciences 

 
 
AMIN AHMADI 
Physics 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Eduardo Mucciolo 
 
JAVANEH BOROUMAND AZAD 
Physics 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Robert Peale 
 
NAGENDRA PRASAD DHAKAL 
Physics 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Sergey Stolbov 
 
LINDSAY YASMIN DHANANI 
Psychology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Dana Joseph 
 
GINA M. FERRIE 
Conservation Biology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Eric A. Hoffman 
 
JOE JAMES FIGEL 
Conservation Biology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Reed Noss 
 
PEDRO N. FIGUEIREDO 
Physics 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Robert Peale 
 

MOLLY KATHRYN GRACE 
Conservation Biology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Reed Noss 
 
GABRIELLA MARIE HANCOCK 
Psychology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. James Szalma 
 
ALYSSA SHAYNE HESS 
Psychology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Mark Neider 
 
MARJAN KHAMESIAN 
Physics 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Viatcheslav Kokoouline 
 
JINCHAO LIN 
Modeling and Simulation 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Gerald Matthews 
 
MALLORY A. MCCORD 
Psychology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Dana Joseph 
 
DAVID CHRISTOPHER MIHM 
Psychology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Kimberly Smith-Jentsch 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Wei Wang 
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NIRVANI MUJUMDAR 
Chemistry 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Andres Campiglia 
 
ALEXIS ROXANNE NEIGEL 
Psychology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. James Szalma 
 
JACOB R. POWELL 
Chemistry 
Major Advisor:  Dr. James Harper 
 
ROXANA REZVANI NARAGHI 
Physics 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Aristide Dogariu 
 
MARTIN STEPHEN ROLEK 
Mathematics 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Zi-Xia Song 
 
ZEINAB SANJABIEZNAVEH 
Physics 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Rodrigo Amezcua Correa 

BRANDON EVERETT SHOLAR 
Psychology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Barbara Fritzsche 
 
LINDSEY BROOKE SINGER 
Sociology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Lin Huff-Corzine 
 
EMILY RUTH STROHACKER 
Sociology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Lin Huff-Corzine 
 
AMANDA MARIE WOLCOTT 
Psychology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Kimberly Smith-Jentsch 
 
LAUREN E. WRIGHT 
Sociology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Lin Huff-Corzine 
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Candidates for Education Specialist 
 
 
MATTHEW ARMITAGE 
School Psychology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Gordon Taub 
 
PAMELA CHERYL BATLEMENTO 
School Psychology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Gordon Taub 
 
TAYLOR AUBREY CHEELEY 
School Psychology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Gordon Taub 
 
HOLLY DEPTULA 
School Psychology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Gordon Taub 
 
ASHLEY NICOLE EDWARDS 
School Psychology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Gordon Taub 
 
LAURA ROCIO ESTUPINAN 
School Psychology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Gordon Taub 
 
VICTORIA ROSE WHITE FINDLEY 
School Psychology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Gordon Taub 
 
CARMEN LYDIA FONTANEZ 
School Psychology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Gordon Taub 

MORGAN LEE FRINK 
School Psychology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Oliver Edwards 
 
GRACE CATHERINE KEIFFER 
School Psychology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Oliver Edwards 
 
AMELIA OWEN 
Educational Leadership 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Walter Doherty 
 
HEATHER L. PRATT 
School Psychology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Oliver Edwards 
 
KAREN M. RAPHAEL 
School Psychology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Oliver Edwards 
 
WHITNEY JEAN SHIPMAN 
School Psychology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Oliver Edwards 
 
SHELBYANNE LAYLA TERRIO 
School Psychology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Oliver Edwards 
 
KATHERINE A. YAROMA 
School Psychology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Oliver Edwards 
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Candidates for Master of Fine Arts 
 
 
HANA AL-HARASTANI 
Creative Writing 
 
YVONNE CAROLE AMEY 
Creative Writing 
 
CHEALSEA FAITH ANAGNOSON 
Emerging Media 
 
ALEXANDRA LANE AREND 
Creative Writing 
 
SHAUNA N. B. BASQUES 
Creative Writing 
 
GRANT CHARLES BOHL 
Creative Writing 
 
ANDREW RICHARD CADIEUX 
Film 
 
JULIET ROMEO DILENNO 
Emerging Media 
 
BRIAN R. DRUCKENMILLER 
Creative Writing 
 
BLAINE EDWARDS 
Theatre 
 
ERIC ANDREW EICHENLAUB 
Theatre 

KODY JAMES GRASSETT 
Theatre 
 
MADELYN ELIZABETH JAMES 
Theatre 
 
JARED E. JUSTICE 
Emerging Media 
 
RAMA MASRI ZADA 
Emerging Media 
 
SABRINA EMILY NAPOLITANO 
Creative Writing 
 
MICHAEL JOHN NILSSON 
Theatre 
 
RYAN CHRISTOPHER SKARYD 
Creative Writing 
 
LUCY LYNN SNEERINGER 
Creative Writing 
 
BRENDAN CHARLES STEPHENS 
Creative Writing 
 
MADISON KAY TARBOX 
Theatre 
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Honors and Recognition 
 
 

Order of Pegasus 
 

Sandeep Bala 
Swetha Barkam 
Austin Gregory Burns 
Christopher Joseph Clemente 
Elizabeth Erin Connor 
Erin Caron Driscoll 

Lauren Ashley Gandy 
Ari Joshua Hadar 
Daniel Martin Kleiman 
Barbara Mendez Campos 
Catherine Chelsea Ninah 
Angel Enrique Sanchez 

Elizabeth Ann Santiago 
Taylor Marie Scimeca 
Halle Elizabeth Scott 
Rima El-Sayed Suleiman 
Colton James Tapoler 
Arjun Anand Watane 

 
 

Baccalaureate Degree Honors 
  

 Top Honor Graduates 
 
Anita Allodia Annaheim 
Brandon Gregory Arevalo 
Heather Renee Barr 
Ted Perry Barton 
Adam David Berlinski 
Colton Erik Bishop 
Michael Paul Boring 
Christy Caitlin Box 
Austin Gregory Burns 
Andrew Philip Carleton 
Andrea Marta Maria Carreno 
Jacob Elliot Cassagnol 
Lesley Allison Cohen 
Taylor Frances Colburn 
Gabriel Anthony Collado 
Kylee Nicole Crate 
Kasey Elizabeth DeHaan 
Joy Sellers Derrick 
Erin Caron Driscoll 
Kimberly Paige Emery 
Baggio Angelo Evangelista 

Rebecca Renee Fate 
Deanna Marie Ferrante 
Jovel Escoto Figueroa 
Sarah Grace Fisher 
Adam Joseph Foley 
Ashley Patricia Fraboni 
Manuel M. Gonzalez Gonzalez 
Joshua Tyler Gray 
Molly Renee Gregory 
Mary Ruth Harvey 
Jared Michael Herbert 
Zsofia Eliza Imre 
Cassondra Laura James 
Victoria Ann Johnson 
Amrit Kaur 
Michael James Koller 
Shana Lee Medel 
Hunter William Menning 
Charis Kaelene Middleton 
James Hadleigh Mooney 
Zachariah Abdelkarim Neemeh 

Angel Enrique Sanchez 
Robin Benjamin Schiro 
Brittany Elizabeth Shaul 
Brett Johnathan Silvers 
Sandra L. Smith 
Ittidech Sophonwatthanawichit 
Johnny Wade Starnes 
Tyde Asher Strockbine 
Tali Joy Trenkamp 
Allison Marie Van Tassel 
Alexander Joseph Voce 
Tamara Ariana Zishuk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
University Honors – The Burnett Honors College 

 
To graduate with University Honors, the student must complete 12 hours of Honors lower-division coursework, an 
Honors Symposium, and upper-division Honors course requirements in his or her college or major. 
 
 
Arianne Abreu 
Trevor Absher 
Giancarlo Alberty 
Amelaine Almacen 
Francisco Alvaro 

Austin Anderson 
Kiersten Aplin 
Tomas Araujo 
Ryan Asencios 
Sandeep Bala 

Erin Barbeau 
Ciara Barone 
Alyssa Bayless 
Garret Becker 
Adam Berlinski 
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Andrew Bertot 
Merna Beshai 
Travis Bird 
Alexis Bogen 
Michael Boring 
Sarah Brodrecht 
Andrew Brown 
Jonathan Brown 
Kaitlyn Brown 
Dylan Bruce 
Andrew Burmester 
Austin Burns 
Emily Busse 
Ernesto Calderon 
Robyn Camaiani 
Mary Canton 
Andrew Carleton 
Eduardo Caro 
Benjamin Carpenter 
Emily Carson 
Erica Casanta 
Tyler Chartier 
Anjali Cherukuri 
Heath Cissell 
Lucy Clement La Rosa 
Lesley Cohen 
Taylor Colburn 
Amanda Colon 
Chase Corey 
Daniel Cortez 
Alexandra Coto 
Sean Cowan 
Jacob Crandall 
Kylee Crate 
Tiffany Crawford 
Stephanie Croitoru 
Allison May Cruz 
Tara Currier 
Magdalena D’Aiuto 
Kasey DeHaan 
Natalie Delmain 
Blake Depaul 
Catherine DeWall 
Andrew Dignan 
Willow Draper 
Erin Driscoll 
Laura Driscoll 
Kevin Duarte 
Karena Edun 
Alexander Elliott 
Baggio Evangelista 
Andrew Ezazi 
Luke Fallon 
Allison Fandrey 
Alexis Fasone 
Rebecca Fate 

Jesse Faylo 
Kaidi Fenrich 
Deanna Ferrante 
Ilana Fishman 
Timothy Flowers 
Adam Foley 
Deidre Fragapane 
Lauren Gandy 
Justin Garland 
Andrew Garrison 
Zachary Gelinas 
Alexis Ghersi 
Jacob Glotfelty 
Estella Gong 
Manuel Gonzalez 
Shelby Graves 
Joshua Gray 
Ari Hadar 
Courtney Handy 
Alan Hardeo 
Alisha Hardsaw 
Ian Harmon 
Samuel Harris 
Meagan Harwick 
Colton Hasenfratz 
Samon Hazrati 
Connor Heckman 
Cara Henry 
Jared Herbert 
Matthew Herr 
Carter Howard 
Thomas Huang 
Brandon Ikeman 
Trey Jensen 
Jesse Johnson 
Sarah Johnson 
Nani Jones 
Niclas Jorgensen 
Kyle Joslyn 
Ryan Joslyn 
Emma Kaplan 
Lauren Keith 
Sara Khederzadeh 
Elizabeth Koblar 
Laila Kolarich 
Jason Kornfeld 
Elizabeth Kraska 
Christina Kursewicz 
Madeleine Lagoy 
Grayson Lanza 
Philip Lavandera 
Amanda Linzalone 
Ayomikun Loye 
Jasmine Ly 
Lauren Mades 
Mark Marciszewski 

Benjamin Marotta 
Ashlyn Marshall 
Amanda Mayer 
Madison McCoy 
Alexis McGavock 
Taylor McGowan 
William McKenna 
Misty Meyer 
Charis Middleton 
Victor Milewski 
Nicole Miranda 
Svetha Mohan 
Eric Momper 
Christine Monir 
Anne Moore 
Kimberlee Moore 
Sophia Morrell 
Mala Nath 
Catherine Ninah 
Erik Ninnemann 
James Ossa 
Dustin Parker 
Steven Parra 
Akshita Parupalli 
Nirali Patel 
Brandi Patierno 
Ashni Persad 
Arshia Pessaran 
Samantha Petrozzi 
Brysson Phan 
Alexis Planer 
Kevin Plaza 
Sean Pope 
Tyler Powers 
Jennifer Prichard 
Alaina Quarles 
Michelle Raskin 
Michael Reed 
Jenna Reisert 
Vianca Rivera 
Alexander Robertson 
Juliana Rodriguez Bohorquez 
Ryan Roy 
Emily Sachs 
Angel Sanchez 
Nichole Santana 
Emalee Schierman 
Robin Schiro 
Timothy Schwieg 
Taylor Scimeca 
Halle Scott 
Jacob Shyrock 
Ashelyn Sidders  
George Sidrak 
Annalise Sigona 
Ashley Silvers 
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Victoria Slaughter 
Emily Smith 
Jacob Soberal 
Dani Somerville 
Britni Sonsky 
Rebecca Spogen 
Alexander Stanforth 
Austen Stewart 
Carley Stinchcomb 
Omari Stringer 
Alissa Tabb 
Jeremy Tache 

Tali Trenkamp 
Kaitlyn Tutt 
Alexandra Valerio 
Clarisse Vamos 
Mitchell Vasquez 
Julian Velasco 
Heidi Waite 
Mathew Waite 
Mia Warshofsky 
Arjun Watane 
Tyler Webb 
Christine Whitwam 

Kyle Willnow 
Maxcell Wilson 
Natalie Wilson 
Kimberly Winarski 
Joshua Winograd 
Kacee Wolfe 
Katelan Yap 
Aviel Yashar 
 
 

 
 

Honors in the Major 
 
Michelle Aiello 
Psychology 
 
Sarah Alam 
Biomedical Sciences 
 
Megan Alexander 
Anthropology 
 
Deberly Anzueto 
Health Sciences – Pre-Clinical 
 
Tomas Araujo 
Finance 
 
Dana Arnold 
Psychology 
 
Amber Atkinson 
Nursing 
 
Ahmad Azim 
Photonic Science and 
Engineering 
 
Keanu Bader 
Legal Studies 
 
Angela Bardwell-Owens 
Psychology 
 
Michael Boring 
Biomedical Sciences 
 
Alexia Bossan 
Biomedical Sciences 
 
Christy Box 
Anthropology 
 

Haley Boyle 
Nursing 
 
Casey Briand 
English Language Arts 
Education 
 
Dylan Bruce 
Mathematics 
 
Allison Cary 
International and Global Studies 
 
Anjali Cherukuri 
Biomedical Sciences 
 
Henley Cheung 
Biomedical Sciences 
 
Nicole Chudy 
Psychology 
 
Lucy Clement La Rosa 
International and Global Studies 
 
Behnaz Davoudinasab 
Chemistry 
 
Ilona Day 
Finance 
 
Deprise Depass 
Psychology 
 
Erin Driscoll 
Biomedical Sciences 
 
Kimberly Emery 
Nursing 
 

Baggio Evangelista 
Biomedical Sciences 
 
Rebecca Fate 
Legal Studies 
 
Lauren Ferrara 
Communication Sciences and 
Disorders 
 
Linsey Fischer 
Nursing 
 
Adam Foley 
Biology 
 
David Foresman 
Elementary Education 
 
Rachel Friant 
English – Literature 
 
Stephanie Gabriel 
Health Sciences – Pre-Clinical 
 
Lauren Gandy 
French 
 
Ryan Garwood 
Health Sciences – Pre-Clinical 
 
Miguel Gil 
Biomedical Sciences 
 
Jesann Gonzalez 
Anthropology 
 
Kiara Gonzalez Cruz 
Sociology 
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Giovanna Giannini 
Athletic Training 
 
Audra Greuel 
English Language Arts 
Education 
 
Marisa Hammond 
Nursing 
 
Cara Henry 
Art 
 
Jared Herbert 
Biomedical Sciences 
 
Juliana Hirn 
Communication Sciences and 
Disorders 
 
Darryl Hunter II 
Religious Studies 
 
Michael Isner 
Nursing 
 
Rachel Jaffe 
Psychology 
 
Kayla Johnson 
Social Work 
 
Sara Khederzadeh 
Biotechnology 
 
Daniel Kleiman 
Psychology 
 
Isabelle Kraus 
Mathmatics 
 
Christina Kursewicz 
Biomedical Sciences 
 
Jennifer Laffick 
Art – Art History 
 
Grayson Lanza 
Political Science 
 
Thomas Lee 
Anthropology 
 
Emily Libecki 
English – Literature 
 

Andrene Loiten 
English – Literature 
 
Allison Long 
Psychology 
 
Brian Mai 
Social Work 
 
Kayla Mannion 
Psychology 
 
Erika Martinez 
Political Science – International 
Relations/Comparative Politics 
 
Payton McWilliams 
Sport and Exercise Science: 
Human Performance 
 
Barbara Mendez Campos 
Social Work 
 
Melissa Merz 
Psychology 
 
Svetha Mohan 
Psychology 
 
Fernando Montalvo 
Psychology 
 
Sydney Murchison-Stricker 
Psychology 
 
Caitlyn Myerson 
International and Global Studies 
 
Zachariah Neemeh 
Philosophy 
 
Christine Parsons 
Science Education – Chemistry 
 
Natalie Ramos 
International and Global Studies 
 
Andrew Rush 
Finance 
 
Angel Sanchez 
Political Science 
 
Amanda Schultz 
Nursing 
 

Taylor Scimeca 
Political Science 
 
Brandon Seesahai 
Photonic Science and 
Engineering 
 
Mary-Margaret Shimada 
Elementary Education 
 
Jessica Shoemaker 
Political Science – International 
Relations/Comparative Politics 
 
George Sidrak 
Biomedical Sciences 
 
Doranna Smith 
Elementary Education 
 
Omari Stringer 
Psychology 
 
Andrea Sullivan 
International and Global Studies 
 
Rebecca Tanner 
Health Sciences – Pre-Clinical 
 
Alexandra Valerio 
Writing and Rhetoric 
 
Gabrielle Van Ravenswaay 
Art – Art History 
 
Heidi Waite 
Biology 
 
Mia Warshofsky 
International and Global Studies 
 
Arjun Watane 
Computer Science 
 
Natalie Wilson 
Biomedical Science 
 
Kimberly Winarski 
Public Administration 
 
Lubba Wintzer 
International and Global Studies 
 
Ryan Woodmansee 
Nursing 
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LEAD Scholars 

 
Jessenia Abondano 
Clarence Alexis 
Amelaine Maliwat Almacen 
Francisco Javier Alvaro, II 
Amal Arshad 
Desia Ashley Bacon 
Grace Elizabeth Beck 
Abagail Elizabeth Blow 
Michael Paul Boring 
Alexis Danielle Brenner 
Sarah Emaline Brodrecht 
Austin Gregory Burns 
Shane Thomas Carman 
Taylor Michelle Certain 
Jamie Lynn Chavez 
Jonathan Bersamina Chee 
Katherine Renee Clendening 
Meghan Delaney Cornish 
Magdalena Grace D’Aiuto 
Alyssa Jaclyn Daniello 
Alexandra Britain Diaz 
David Andrew Dill 
Teodora Lee Dillard 
Barbara Dorjulus 
Sean Morgan Dovale 
Laura Elizabeth Driscoll 
Nicole Taylor Drobner 
Brenna Raye Duncan 
Briah Duncan 
Martin Frances Ebenger, Jr. 
Karena Joan Edun 
David Herschel Eisenberg 
Clarence Emile 
Hamilton Kareem-Dishan Ervin 
Kaidi Ann Fenrich 
Dena Fleuridor 
Timothy Charles Flowers 
Robert Jose Fuentes 
Lauren Ashley Gandy 
Alexis Nicole Ghersi 
Yejide Ashley Giwa 
Annabelle Aimee Gonzales 
Jonathan Frank Gonzalez 
Ashley Elise Goodale 
Zachary Robert Savage Grayson 

Brandon Austin Grega 
Audra Leigh Greuel 
Gabrielle Leigh Higgins 
Juliana Lynn Hirn 
James Lucas Hogue 
Dahlia Michelle Hurtado 
Omar Mohamad Hussein 
Brandon Jared Ikeman 
Stanislav Ivchenko 
Courteney Ann Jacobazzi 
Kyle Samuel Jaimes 
Jarrett David Jennings 
Enid Delmarie Jimenez Cuebas 
Jacqueline Chantel Johnson 
Jeffery Osvaldo Jorges 
Kelsey Marie Langley 
Danielle Courtney Marie Lenhardt 
Michael Anthony Lopez-Brau 
Alex Joseph Lucchi 
Chelsea Ann Malone 
Timmi Maxmillian 
Alexis Chloe McGavock 
Barbara Mendez Campos 
Allison Paige Mignardi 
Rozell Thomas Milbry, III 
Alicia Jayne Miller 
Rachel Lynn Miller 
Jessica Nyaneh Momorie 
Dwight Lashawn Montgomery 
Anne Collett Moore 
Kimberlee Lynn Moore 
Anthony James Morales 
Chelsea Simon Moreland 
Nicole Moshe 
Chance Ellison Owen 
Karina Pabon 
Vanessa Patrecia Palmer 
Kenzhane Diamond Pantin 
Tai-Lyn Alexandra Parboosingh 
Nirali Mayurkumar Patel 
Samantha Elizabeth Pena 
Alexander Joseph Perez 
Stephanie Marie Perillo 
Bridget Leanne Perry 
Jerilyn Ann Pollock 

Betty Jean Pope 
Andrea Carolina Prado 
Samantha Marie Purcell-Musgrave 
Jennifer Marie Reif 
Jenna Marie Remmert 
Brianna Marie Reynolds 
Delaney Lynn Ridgway 
Andres Felipe Riveros 
Andres Akeem Rodriguez-Campbell 
Danielle Elizabeth Roper 
Ryan Edward Roy 
Emily Elizabeth Sachs 
Elizabeth Ann Santiago 
Thomas Kiernan Schulte 
Lora Michele Scudlo 
Allyson Brooke Shatz 
Dylan Nicholas Silverglate 
Terrance Renard Singleton, Jr. 
Evelyn Marie Smith 
Brigitte Lee Snedeker 
Andrew Christopher Snow 
Christopher Wilson Snow 
Rebecca Riegel Spogen 
Lauren Patricia Sprague 
Emily Nicole Sterneck 
Ciarra Danielle Sutton 
Emilie Paige Sylvester 
Yimala Lenie Telemaque 
Amber Rose Thommen 
Alexandra Marie Valerio 
Christian Gabriel Vazquez 
Monica Patricia Vega 
Arjun Anand Watane 
Briell Mercedes Williams 
Jordan Noel Williams 
Paige Victoria Wilson 
Kimberly Lauren Winarski 
Melissa Nicole Wojcik 
Ryan Francis Wolf 
Kacee Christina Wolfe 
Keyana Tylene Young 
Tamara Ariana Zishuk 
Matthew Zweibel 
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President’s Leadership Council 
  

 
Elizabeth Connor 
David Dill 
Rachel Mae Friant 
Lauren Ashley Gandy 
Ari Hadar 
Courtney Handy 
Snigdha Ila 

Kyle Jaimes 
Theresa Joseph 
Abbie Kellner 
Daniel Kleiman 
Alexis Chloe McGavock 
Tai-Lyn Parboosingh 
Gedeon Richemond 

Elizabeth Ann Santiago 
Taylor Marie Scimeca 
Alexis Tara Szelwach 
Kimberly Winarski 
Ryan Wolf

 
 

Air Force ROTC Commission 
 
 
Kaitlyn N. Brown 
Zac C. Brown 
Diego E. Carrillo 
Iulia Ceban 
Daniel S. Christopher 
David M. Clapp 
Patrick J. Corners 
Stephen J. Cuoco 
Derek M. Daugherty 
Erin L. Davis 
Robert A. Davis 
Natalia Estrada 

Cody J. Favorite 
William A. Friedman 
Brendan J. Hall 
Max J. Hammerstein 
Brandon M. Hanner 
Kyle E. Hernandez 
Matthew E. Herr 
Vanessa A. McCollom 
Dmitry A. Mikulin 
Tyler S. Milam 
Kevin A. Morcombe 
Miguel A. Nunez 

Sarah M. Orvosh 
Jalen W. Paschal 
Benjamin K. Pendleton 
Allan A. Romero 
Jhustin M. Sanchez 
Edward W. Sanetti 
Nicole D. Sanfilippo 
Sean P. Sheldon 
Jacob A. Summerhays 
Andrew E. Toelle 
Miller S. Trant 
Cameron J. Walker

 
Army ROTC Commission 

 
 
Bethany Baroody 
Keith Bartolome 
James Bentley 
Katherine Clendening 
Ivan Chubb 
Jeremy Dardon 

Timothy Donegan 
Justin Martin 
Sean Monahan 
Cora Mumford 
Tabitha Park 
Ishaq Raphael 

Lindsey Rouse 
Ashear Saad 
Michael Vittori 
Elizabeth Romo 
Austin Wheeler 
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Baccalaureate Honors 
 

Baccalaureate Honors are conferred on those students who complete a minimum of 48 semester hours at UCF and 
attain an overall grade point average that falls in the top 10 percent of all graduating students in the same college 
over the prior two-year period. 
 

Honors are distinguished as follows: 
  

 *** summa cum laude—students in the top 2.5 percent 
                ** magna cum laude—students in the top 5 percent but not in the top 2.5 percent 

    * cum laude—students in the top 10 percent but not in the top 5 percent 
 

The asterisk (*) appears as indicated above next to the name of each graduate who may qualify for Baccalaureate 
Honors.  
 

Because records for the final term are incomplete at the time the commencement program is printed and final term 
grades may affect relative rankings and overall GPA, indication in the program of graduation with Honors is 
presumptive rather than conclusive.  
 
Baccalaureate Honors list cutpoints are available at:  
http://commencement.ucf.edu/2017/spring/resources 
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The Commencement Ceremony and Academic Regalia 

The Academic Procession has descended from religious processions that came to include teaching faculties when universities were closely 
associated with the medieval church. The presence of a piper in American academic processionals has become popular in recent years. The pipers 
for UCF’s ceremonies are David Enzfelder and Reg Lyle. 
 
The procedure followed for the awarding of degrees is based on a practice developed at the University of Paris almost 800 years ago. In 
those days, the bishop of Paris, like every other bishop, was responsible for local educational curriculum and degree granting. His authority in 
these matters, however, soon came to be disputed by the teachers. They asserted that only they could be the proper judges of the qualifications of 
the students. This threatened impasse was resolved by a compromise under which the teachers, or masters, judged the merits of the students and 
then recommended them to the bishop for their degrees. Today’s ceremony includes a secularized version of that procedure. A representative of 
the Faculty Senate certifies that the student candidates are qualified to receive their degrees. The president then authorizes the awarding of the 
degree. 
 
Academic heraldry in the form of academic dress reaches as far back as the earliest days of the oldest universities. Formal directives 
concerning the correct and proper wearing of academic regalia date back to the early 14th Century. In the United States, as a result of our English 
heritage, caps and gowns have been used since colonial times. 
 
As heraldic devices such as shields, coats of arms, and standards could identify a knight and his individual heritage, academic regalia 
can describe the academic origin and accomplishments of the wearer. Easily recognizable are holders of bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral 
degrees. With the same glance, the trained eye may identify the university that conferred the degree as well as the individual’s field of learning. 
 
The shape and decorations of the gown are the keys to the highest degree earned by an individual. The gown for bachelor’s has long 
pointed sleeves and is designed to be worn closed only. The master’s gown has an oblong sleeve and is open at the wrist; the rear part of its 
oblong shape is square cut, and the front part has an arc cut away. The master’s gown may be worn open or closed. The doctor’s gown has bell-
shaped sleeves, may be worn open or closed, and may be most readily identified by its velvet facing down the front and by three velvet chevrons 
on each sleeve. 
 
It is the hood, however, which is the most important and distinctive feature of American academic pageantry. Chevrons enable those 
attending an academic function to distinguish at a glance the wearer’s academic heritage. The bachelor’s hood, seldom seen in American 
academic circles, is three feet long with a two-inch edging of velvet. The master’s hood is three and one-half feet long with a three-inch edging.  
The doctor’s hood is four feet long with a five-inch edging. 
 
The color of the hood’s velvet edging represents the field in which the wearer earned his or her degree. Although black may be used for 
any area, colors denoting selected fields of learning are as follows at UCF and American universities: all Ph.D.s are edged in dark blue, while 
professional doctorates, such as the Ed.D., are edged in the color of professional discipline. 
 
The hoods used by American colleges and universities are lined with silk in the official academic colors of the institution that conferred 
the degree. UCF graduates, for example, will wear hoods with linings of black and gold. Generally, a school’s academic colors are identical to its 
athletic colors. 
 
The academic regalia you see before you today can be traced directly back to the beginnings of the oldest colleges and universities. In 
1885, there occurred a widespread student movement in America to wear caps and gowns at commencement ceremonies. The graduating students 
seemed to feel a need for significant and dignified apparel for the occasion. By 1895, widespread adoption of a uniform code by 95 percent of 
colleges and universities in the country gave America its own distinct academic regalia. 
 
However, at any academic gathering, there usually appear regalia which cannot be fathomed by these guidelines. Some of these may be from        
foreign universities; others are from those American institutions that have preferred to remain with the European tradition of allowing each school 
to determine its own costume. The result is the academic regalia you see before you today. The colors of the master hoods are as follows: 

 
 

 
College of Arts and Humanities 

DISCIPLINE ............................................................................................................................... COLOR OF DISCIPLINE 
Creative Writing ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Brown 
Digital Media.............................................................................................................................................................................................................................. Brown 
Emerging Media ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................ Brown 
English ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ White 
Film ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ Brown 
Foreign Languages ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................... White 
History  .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................  White 
Interactive Entertainment .......................................................................................................................................................................................................... White 
Music ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. Pink 
Spanish .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................  White 
Teaching English as Second Language  .................................................................................................................................................................................   White 
Theatre ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Brown 
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College of Business Administration 

DISCIPLINE  ................................................................................................................................. COLOR OF DISCIPLINE 
Accounting........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ Drab 
Business Administration .................................................................................................................................................................................................................. Drab 
Economics ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ Drab 
Management ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Drab 
Real Estate ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ Drab 
Sports Business Management .......................................................................................................................................................................................................... Drab 
Taxation ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ Drab 

 
College of Education and Human Performance 

DISCIPLINE  ................................................................................................................................. COLOR OF DISCIPLINE 
Education ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. Light Blue 
 

College of Engineering and Computer Science 
DISCIPLINE  ................................................................................................................................. COLOR OF DISCIPLINE 
Computer Science ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................ Orange 
Digital Forensics .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Orange 
Engineering .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. Orange 

 
College of Graduate Studies 

DISCIPLINE  ................................................................................................................................. COLOR OF DISCIPLINE 
Conservation Biology Professional ...................................................................................................................................................................................  Science Gold 
Interdisciplinary Studies ................................................................................................................................................................................................................. White 

 
College of Health and Public Affairs 

DISCIPLINE  ................................................................................................................................. COLOR OF DISCIPLINE 
Communication Sciences and Disorders .............................................................................................................................................................................. Sage Green 
Criminal Justice  ..............................................................................................................................................................................................................  Midnight Blue 
Health Care Informatics  ...................................................................................................................................................................................................... Kelly Green 
Health Sciences  .................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Kelly Green 
Nonprofit Management  ..................................................................................................................................................................................................... Peacock Blue 
Public Administration  ....................................................................................................................................................................................................... Peacock Blue 
Research Administration  .................................................................................................................................................................................................. Peacock Blue 
Social Work .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Citron 
Urban and Regional Planning .............................................................................................................................................................................................. Blue-Violet 
 

 College of Medicine 
DISCIPLINE  ................................................................................................................................. COLOR OF DISCIPLINE 
Biomedical Sciences ............................................................................................................................................................................................................ Science Gold 
Biotechnology ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Science Gold 

 
College of Nursing 

DISCIPLINE  ................................................................................................................................. COLOR OF DISCIPLINE 
Nursing .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Apricot 
 

College of Optics and Photonics 
DISCIPLINE  ................................................................................................................................. COLOR OF DISCIPLINE 
Optics and Photonics ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Aqua 
 

College of Sciences 
DISCIPLINE  ................................................................................................................................. COLOR OF DISCIPLINE 
Anthropology  .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. White 
Biology  ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ Science Gold 
Chemistry ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................. Science Gold 
Communication  .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Crimson 
Forensic Science  ................................................................................................................................................................................................................ Science Gold 
Mathematical Sciences  ...................................................................................................................................................................................................... Science Gold 
Physics  ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ Science Gold 
Political Science  ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Dark Blue 
Psychology  .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Science Gold 
Sociology  ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... White 
Statistical Computing .......................................................................................................................................................................................................... Science Gold 
 

  Rosen College of Hospitality Management 
DISCIPLINE  ................................................................................................................................. COLOR OF DISCIPLINE 
Hospitality and Tourism Management ................................................................................................................................................................................... Pineapple 
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College Gonfalons 
 
 
The gonfalon originated in the medieval state of Italy as an ensign of the state of office. The UCF gonfalons 
designate the university seal, the various colleges, and the core values of The UCF Creed. The colors of the 
university, black and gold, are joined together in a UCF star common to all colleges. 
 
 

The University Mace 
 
 
During the Middle Ages, the mace was an effective weapon in battle, but as newer and more powerful military arms 
developed, it was transformed into a symbol of authority. 
 
The earliest ceremonial maces were borne by bodyguards of 12th Century English and French kings. By the end of 
the 16th Century, they were used widely by officials of English cities and towns. Today, the ceremonial mace is 
found in the British Houses of Parliament and is frequently carried in ecclesiastical processions and in university 
convocations and commencement ceremonies. 
 
The mace incorporates two symbols identified with the University of Central Florida. The top is cast in the shape of 
the star found over the Pegasus in the UCF emblem. Inside the star is a reproduction of the “Flame of Hope” 
sculpture near the UCF library. 
 
The mace is cast in bronze with three bronze UCF emblems inlaid at the crest of the rosewood staff. The center of 
the staff is engraved with the names of the presidents of UCF. 
 
The creation of UCF’s mace was a collective effort by UCF art professor Jagdish Chavda, sculptor David Cambia, 
and wood craftsman David Conway. 
 
 

The Presidential Medallion 
 
 
The gold medallion worn by the university president at formal and ceremonial occasions marks the president as a 
distinguished scholar and administrator, the highest officer of the university, and one who strives to uphold the twin 
tenets established by its founders: Accent on the Individual and Accent on Excellence. 
 
The medallion is embossed with the university seal showing the mythical Pegasus ascending toward a single 
heavenly star and the motto, Reach for the Stars. The seal serves as a visible reminder to each member of the 
university community to strive to reach individual goals. The president has been entrusted to maintain and develop 
an atmosphere in which these creeds can be realized. The presidential position represented by the medallion 
epitomizes the foundations and aspirations of the university that the president has pledged to uphold. 
 
As the only university official who can formally award a degree, the president recognizes the graduates for meeting 
the standards of excellence set by the university and for reaching the point from which new ventures begin. 
 
From the presentation of the first medallion in 1968 to charter President Charles Millican to the one worn today, the 
Presidential Medallion has remained a symbol of academic leadership and the legacy of those pioneers who 
launched a unique experiment in higher education.        
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Honorary Degrees Awarded 

December 1969 Kurt H. Debus, Doctor of Engineering Science 

  William H. Dial, Doctor of Commercial Science 

June 1970  John W. Young, Doctor of Applied Sciences 

March 1973 Louis C. Murray, Doctor of Public Service 

August 1974 Fred C. Clayton, Doctor of Professional  

       Engineering 

August 1978 Richard F. Livingston,  

       Doctor of Business Administration 

June 1979  Albert F. Hegenberger,  

       Doctor of Engineering Science 

  Lee R. Scherer, Doctor of Engineering Science 

December 1979 Joseph Daniel Duffey, Doctor of Humane Letters 

June 1980  Thelma Vivian Jackson Dudley,   

       Doctor of Humanities 

  Howard Phillips, Doctor of Public Service 

December 1981 Gene Burns, Master of Letters 

April 1982  Andrew Duda, Jr., Doctor of Agricultural Service 

  Ferdinand Duda, Doctor of Agricultural Service 

  John Duda, Doctor of Agricultural Service 

  Robert J. Whalen, Doctor of Engineering Science 

July 1982  Mary Jo Davis, Doctor of Public Service 

  William E. Davis, Doctor of Public Service 

December 1982 Joseph A. Boyd, Doctor of Engineering Science 

July 1983  J. W. Hubler, Doctor of Engineering Science 

  Charles Wadsworth, Doctor of Public Service 

December 1984 Allan E. Gotieb, Doctor of Laws 

May 1985  George J. Becker, Jr., Doctor of Public Service 

  Jerry Collins, Doctor of Public Service 

  D. Robert Graham, Doctor of Public Service 

  Walter O. Lowrie, Doctor of Engineering Science 

  William C. Schwartz, Doctor of Engineering 

       Science 

March 1986 Isaac Bashevis Singer, Doctor of Letters 

October 1988 Elie Wiesel, Doctor of Letters 

December 1988 Sven Caspersen, Doctor of Engineering Science 

  John D. Holloway, Doctor of Public Service 

  Wolfgang-Detlef Petri,  

       Doctor of Commercial Science 

May 1989  Frank M. Hubbard, Doctor of Public Service 

  David Albertson, Doctor of Humane Letters 

  William S. Jenkins, Doctor of Humane Letters 

  James C. Robinson, Doctor of Public Service 

  Charles N. Millican, Doctor of Laws 

May 1990  Helen Harris Perlman, Doctor of Humane Letters 

  Thaddeus Seymour, Doctor of Letters 

May 1991  Roald Hoffman, Doctor of Science 

May 1992  Robert Bryan, Doctor of Humane Letters 

May 1993  Buell G. Duncan, Jr., Doctor of Commercial 

       Science 

May 1995  Norman R. Augustine, Doctor of Engineering 

       Science 

December 1995 Jesse Stone, Doctor of Humane Letters 

May 1997  Maxwell C. King, Doctor of Public Service 

  Joe R. Lee, Doctor of Commercial Science 

August 1998 Trevor Colbourn, Doctor of Humane Letters 

December 1998 Linda W. Chapin, Doctor of Public Service 

December 1999 Oscar Arias, Doctor of Humane Letters 

  Reubin Askew, Doctor of Public Service 

  Desmond Tutu, Doctor of Humane Letters 

May 2000  Lotfi Zadeh, Doctor of Science 

May 2001  James Bacchus, Doctor of Public Services  

  Richard M. Karp, Doctor of Science 

  Joseph F. Traub, Doctor of Science 

  LeRoy T. Walker, Sr., Doctor of Public Service 

May 2002  Richard M. DeVos, Sr., Doctor of Commercial 

       Science 

October 2002 Albert Burnett, Doctor of Commercial Science 

  Nancy Burnett, Doctor of Commercial Science 

December 2002 Robert E. Kahn, Doctor of Science 

December 2004 G. Vince Amico, Doctor of Science 

  Lester Mandell, Doctor of Commercial Science 

May 2005  Harriet Elam-Thomas, Doctor of Public Service 

March 2006 Anibel Acevedo Vila, Doctor of Public Science 

December 2006 Rita Bornstein, Doctor of Humane Letters 

May 2007  Charles Hard Townes, Doctor of Science 

December 2008 Robert Vander Weide, Doctor of Commerce 

May 2009  Howard Lance, Doctor of Science 

December 2009 Jerry S. Roth, Doctor of Commercial Science 

December 2011 James A. Hinson, Doctor of Public Service 

December 2012  Sanford Shugart, Doctor of Humane Letters 

May 2013   William Jefferson Clinton, Doctor of Humane 

       Letters 

   Michael M. Crow, Doctor of Humane Letters 

August 2014  Judith A. Albertson, Doctor of Humane Letters 

  Phyllis A. Klock, Doctor of Commercial Science 

December 2014  Alan Ginsburg, Doctor of Public Service 

  Richard Walsh, Doctor of Commercial Science 

May 2016                    J. Charles Gray, Doctor of  Public Service 

                                    John Skipper, Doctor of Humane Letters 

August 2016 Alan Eustace, Doctor of Business 

April 2017  Mohammad bin Fahd bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, 

       Doctor of Public Service 

 

 

 

 

 

April 1996  Nicolaas Bloembergen, Doctor of Science 

December 1996 Richard A. Nunis, Doctor of Public Service 

 

 
President John C. Hitt with Dr. Phyllis A. Klock. 
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Degrees Conferred 

 
 
B.A.  Bachelor of Arts  
B.A.B.A. Bachelor of Arts in Business Administration 
B.A.S. Bachelor of Applied Science 
B.Des. Bachelor of Design in Architecture 
B.F.A.  Bachelor of Fine Arts 
B.M.  Bachelor of Music 
B.M.E. Bachelor of Music Education 
B.S.  Bachelor of Science 
B.S.As.E.  Bachelor of Science in Aerospace Engineering 
B.S.B.A.  Bachelor of Science in Business Administration 
B.S.C.E.  Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering 
B.S.Cp.E. Bachelor of Science in Computer Engineering 
B.S.ConE Bachelor of Science in Construction Engineering 
B.S.E.E.  Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering 
B.S.E.E.T. Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering Technology 
B.S.E.T.  Bachelor of Science in Engineering Technology 
B.S.Env.E. Bachelor of Science in Environmental Engineering 
B.S.I.E. Bachelor of Science in Industrial Engineering 
B.S.M.E.  Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering 
B.S.N.  Bachelor of Science in Nursing 
B.S.P.S.E. Bachelor of Science in Photonic Science and Engineering 
B.S.W.  Bachelor of Social Work 
D.N.P. Doctor of Nursing Practice 
D.P.T. Doctor of Physical Therapy 
Ed.D.                  Doctor of Education 
Ed.S.                  Education Specialist 
M.A. Master of Arts 
 
 

 
 
M.A.A.E. Master of Arts in Applied Economics 
M.A.T. Master of Arts in Teaching 
M.P.A. Master of Public Administration 
M.B.A.  Master of Business Administration 
M.D. Doctor of Medicine 
M.Ed. Master of Education 
M.F.A. Master of Fine Arts 
M.N.M. Master of Nonprofit Management 
M.S. Master of Science 
M.S.A. Master of Science in Accounting 
M.S.A.E. Master of Science in Aerospace Engineering 
M.S.B.M. Master of Sports Business Management 
M.S.C.E. Master of Science in Civil Engineering 
M.S.Cp.E. Master of Science in Computer Engineering 
M.S.E.E.  Master of Science in Electrical Engineering 
M.S.Env.E.  Master of Science in Environmental Engineering 
M.S.I.E. Master of Science in Industrial Engineering 
M.S.M. Master of Science in Management 
M.S.M.E. Master of Science in Mechanical Engineering 
M.S.M.S.E. Master of Science in Material Science and 
  Engineering 
M.S.N.  Master of Science in Nursing 
M.S.R.E. Master of Science in Real Estate 
M.S.T.  Master of Science in Taxation 
M.S.W.  Master of Social Work 
Ph.D.  Doctor of Philosophy 

 
 
 
 

Diploma Distribution Information  
 
 
Approximately 6-10 weeks after commencement, all baccalaureate, education specialists, and master’s degree 
diplomas will be mailed to the address indicated on the student’s Intent to Graduate form. To update their diploma 
mailing addresses, undergraduate students should contact the Registrar’s Office, and master’s students should 
contact the College of Graduate Studies. 
 
For additional information, undergraduate students should call the Registrar’s Office at 407-823-3100. Graduate 
students should contact the College of Graduate Studies at 407-823-4132. 
 
Congratulations, graduates! 
 
 

 
 

Lost and found items may be turned in or claimed at Guest Services, located at the main entrance on the second 
level. All University of Central Florida campus activities, events, programs, and facilities are available to all 

students of any race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, marital status, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, gender expression, and veterans’ status with due respect to law and the university’s philosophy of respect 

for individual and personal dignity. 
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UCF ALMA MATER 

 
All hail to Alma Mater whose banner black and gold, 

Will wave in fame and splendor as the passing years unfold. 

May loyalty and friendship, within our hearts unite, 

And light the star to guide us ever upward in our flight. 

With honor and affection our friendship will renew, 

We sing of thee our Alma Mater ever true. 
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U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  C E N T R A L  F L O R I D A

4 3 6 5  A N D R O M E D A  L O O P  N .

O R L A N D O ,  F L  3 2 8 1 6

4 0 7 - 8 2 3 - 2 0 0 0

C O M M E N C E M E N T . U C F . E D U

This commencement program will be available at http://commencement.ucf.edu/2017/summer/archive   
for download as a PDF beginning Monday, May 8, 2017.
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