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I will practice and defend academic and personal honesty.

I will use my talents to enrich the human experience.

I will cherish and honor learning as a fundamental purpose  
of my membership in the UCF community.

I will strive toward the highest standards of performance  
in any endeavor I undertake.

I will promote an open and supportive campus 
 environment by respecting the rights and  

contributions of every individual.
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About the University of Central Florida

The University of Central Florida is a bold, preeminent research institution widely recognized as America’s leading 
partnership university. With more than 66,000 students, UCF is one of the largest universities in the United States. In 
addition to its impressive size and quality, UCF is ranked as a best-value university by The Princeton Review and 
Kiplinger’s, as well as one of the nation’s most affordable colleges by Forbes. The university benefits from a diverse 
faculty and staff who create a welcoming environment and opportunities for all students to grow, learn, and succeed. 

A Foundation For Success 
UCF and its 13 colleges offer more than 212 degrees at UCF’s main 
campus, hospitality campus, health sciences campus, 10 regional 
locations, and online program. The 1,415-acre main campus is 13 
miles east of downtown Orlando and adjacent to one of the top 
research parks in the nation. Regional campuses are located 
throughout Central Florida and include a fully accredited College of 
Medicine in the Medical City at Lake Nona. UCF’s online-only 
programs include bachelor’s degrees, graduate degrees, and 
graduate certificates. 

By the Numbers 
UCF offers 93 bachelor’s, 86 master’s, 27 research doctorates, three 
professional doctorates, and three specialist degree programs, and it 
leads all public universities in Florida and the nation by conferring 
nearly 16,000 degrees a year. In fall 2016, the freshman class had an 
average SAT two-score of 1262, The Burnett Honors College 
enrolled nearly 1,700 students, and the number of incoming 
National Merit Scholars ranked UCF among the top 25 colleges and 
universities in the nation. 

Top-Ranked College Education 
UCF is an academic, partnership, and research leader in various 
fields, such as optics and lasers, modeling and simulation, 
engineering and computer science, business administration, 
education, hospitality management, health care, and video game 
design. In fact, UCF’s Florida Interactive Entertainment Academy 
is ranked as the nation’s number three game school by The Princeton 
Review.

Knight Life 
Home to Spectrum Stadium and the CFE Arena, UCF hosts various 
concerts and shows, plus cultural events and NCAA sports. Student 
housing is abundant, as are on-campus events and activities. UCF 
offers an array of student services, hundreds of student clubs and 
organizations, and dedicated academic resources to help students 
succeed in school and as alumni. The UCF Downtown Campus, 
scheduled to open in fall 2019, will provide innovative urban 
education for high-demand fields such as digital media and health 
information technology. 
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Office of the President
P.O. Box 160002 
Orlando, FL 32816-0002 

Dear Graduates: 

I congratulate you on earning your degrees, a major achievement for you and your families! 

We often say that the future of UCF and Orlando is big, and today I encourage you to think and 
dream big about your future.  

Your university education will be of immeasurable benefit to you for the rest of your lives. As you 
leave UCF, or continue your education here, keep stimulating the intellectual curiosity that got you 
this far, and never stop learning.

Use your knowledge, talent, and degree to their fullest, and you will help to make a better future 
for our society. 

Remember your friends, family, and faculty members who helped you grow intellectually, 
emotionally, and socially. And remember your university for the benefit of future students whose 
lives and livelihoods will be lifted here. 

I believe everyone has potential. And, when all of us unleash our full potential together, anything 
is possible. 

Best wishes for a lifetime of success and satisfaction. 

Cordially yours, 

John C. Hitt 
President 

An Equal Opportunity-Affirmative Action Institution 
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University of Central Florida Administration 

Dr. John C. Hitt ............................................................................................................................................... President 
Dr. A. Dale Whittaker ............................................................................. President-elect and Executive Vice President 
Dr. Elizabeth A. Dooley ................................................. Interim Provost and Dean, College of Undergraduate Studies
Dr. Daniel C. Holsenbeck  .................................................................... Senior Vice President for University Relations 
Mr. Scott Cole ....................................................................................................... Vice President and General Counsel 
Dr. Maribeth Ehasz ............................................... Vice President for Student Development and Enrollment Services 
Dr. Deborah C. German ....................................... Vice President for Medical Affairs and Dean, College of Medicine 
Dr. Joel Hartman .................................................................................... Vice President and Chief Information Officer
Mr. Grant J. Heston ....................................................................... Vice President for Communications and Marketing 
Dr. Elizabeth Klonoff .......................................... Vice President for Research and Dean, College of Graduate Studies 
Mr. William F. Merck II .......................... Vice President for Administration and Finance and Chief Financial Officer 
Mr. Michael J. Morsberger......................................................Vice President for Alumni Relations and Development 
Dr. John F. Schell .................................................................................... Vice President and Executive Chief of Staff
Dr. Daniel White ............................................................................................. Vice President and Director of Athletics  
Mr. Jeffrey Moore .............................................................................................. Dean, College of Arts and Humanities 
Dr. Martin Dupuis ...................................................................................... Interim Dean, The Burnett Honors College
Dr. Paul Jarley ............................................................................................  Dean, College of Business Administration 
Dr. Pamela S. Carroll ...............................................................  Dean, College of Education and Human Performance 
Dr. Michael Georgiopoulos ....................................................... Dean, College of Engineering and Computer Science 
Dr. José B. Fernández .................................................................. Interim Dean, College of Health and Public Affairs 
Dr. Mary Lou Sole ................................................................................................................. Dean, College of Nursing 
Dr. Bahaa A. Saleh ...................................................................... Dean and Director, College of Optics and Photonics 
Dr. Michael Johnson ............................................................................................................ Dean, College of Sciences 
Dr. Keisha Hoerrner .............. Interim Assistant Vice Provost and Associate Dean, College of Undergraduate Studies
Dr. Abraham Pizam .......................................................................... Dean, Rosen College of Hospitality Management 

State of Florida 
Rick Scott, Governor 

Carlos Lopez-Cantera, Lieutenant Governor 

Jimmy Patronis
Chief Financial Officer 

Pam Bondi 
Attorney General

Ned C. Lautenbach
Chair, SUS Board of Governors 

Adam Putnam
Commissioner of Agriculture 

Pam Stewart
Commissioner of Education 

Board of Trustees 

Kenneth Bradley 
Winter Park 

Joseph Conte 
Winter Park 

Danny Gaekwad 
Ocala

Robert A. Garvy  
Vice Chair
Palm Beach 

Nicholas R. Larkins
President, Student Government 

Association 

John Lord 
Winter Park 

Marcos R. Marchena 
Chairman
Orlando 

Alex Martins 
Winter Park

Beverly J. Seay 
Winter Park 

William T. Self 
Chair, Faculty Senate 

John Sprouls  
Windermere 

David Walsh 
Winter Springs 

William Yeargin 
Chuluota 
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University of Central Florida 
Commencement Program 

Prelude 

The Processional 
The Platform Party 

The Faculty 
The Baccalaureate and Graduate Candidates

Convening of the Commencement 

The National Anthem 

Opening Remarks and Introductions 
John C. Hitt, President 

Commencement Address 

The Conferring of Degrees
The Faculty 
The Deans 

The Provost 
The President 

Honors and Individual Recognition* 
Student Body Representative 

Alumni Association Representative 

Alma Mater 

The Recessional   
The Platform Party 

The Faculty  
The Graduate and Baccalaureate Candidates 

Andrew Walker, Organist   
Jose Velez, Vocalist  

David Enzfelder and Reg Lyle, Bagpipers 
Reader by ROMAGNA Company 

Sign Language Interpreter by Interpretek  
Captioning by Central Florida Captioning and CART Services 

* Applause is the most appropriate method of conveying congratulations as your graduate’s name is called. 
Other methods may keep your neighbors from hearing their graduate’s name. 

As a courtesy to the graduates and families being recognized today, we ask that you remain in your seat until all 
graduates have crossed the platform.   

The ceremony will last approximately two hours. 

Thank you for joining the faculty, staff, administration, and student body in honoring our graduates. 
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College of Arts and Humanities, College of Engineering and Computer Science, 
 and College of Optics and Photonics 

May 3, 2018 – 9:00 a.m. 
Platform Party 

Grand Marshal .............................................................................................................................. Dr. Patrick LiKamWa  
Commencement Speaker ............................................................................................ The Honorable Thomas G. Kuntz  
President ................................................................................................................................................ Dr. John C. Hitt 
President-elect and Executive Vice President .............................................................................. Dr. A. Dale Whittaker 
Interim Provost and Dean, College of Undergraduate Studies ................................................. Dr. Elizabeth A. Dooley 
Senior Vice President for University Relations ...................................................................... Dr. Daniel C. Holsenbeck 
Vice President for Student Development and Enrollment Services .................................................. Dr. Maribeth Ehasz 
Vice President for Communications and Marketing ............................................................................ Mr. Grant Heston 
Vice President for Research and Dean, College of Graduate Studies ........................................... Dr. Elizabeth Klonoff 
Vice President for Administration and Finance and Chief Financial Officer ........................... Mr. William F. Merck II 
Vice President for Alumni Relations and Development ....................................................... Mr. Michael J. Morsberger 
Vice President and Executive Chief of Staff ...................................................................................... Dr. John F. Schell 
Interim Dean, The Burnett Honors College ....................................................................................... Dr. Martin Dupuis 
Dean, College of Arts and Humanities .............................................................................................. Mr. Jeffrey Moore 
Dean, College of Engineering and Computer Science ......................................................... Dr. Michael Georgiopoulos 
Dean and Director, College of Optics and Photonics ....................................................................... Dr. Bahaa A. Saleh 
Alumni Representative .................................................................................................................. Mr. Kevin M. Wydra 
Student Government Association President.............................................................................. Mr. Nicholas R. Larkins 
University Faculty Representative ................................................................................................... Dr. Charles Hughes 
Staff Council Representative ....................................................................................................... Ms. Jamie LaMoreaux  
Order of Pegasus ......................................................................................................................... Ms. Carissa Ann Baker 
Order of Pegasus ................................................................................................................. Ms. Porsha Rachelle Dossie 

Tom Kuntz retired as president and chief executive officer of SunTrust 
Banks, Florida, after a 35-year career with that organization.  

Kuntz is a distinguished professional. He is a recipient of the Governor's 
Business Leader of the Year Award and the Governor's Business 
Ambassador Award. 

He is a member of the Florida Council of 100, as well as the board of 
directors of Guidewell Mutual Holding Corporation and Blue Cross 
and Blue Shield of Florida. He is a trustee of the Alfred l. DuPont 
Testamentary Trust and former vice chair of Enterprise Florida and the 
Florida Commission on Healthcare and Hospital Funding.

At public and private institutions, Kuntz has a record of distinguished 
service to Florida higher education.  He is currently a member of the board 
of trustees of Rollins College and of the University of Florida.  

He also is the immediate past chair of the Florida Board of Governors, the 
governing body for the State University System of Florida, and he is past 
chair of the Florida Higher Education Coordinating Council.  

He is a good friend to UCF, offering his support on the Board of Governors 
for Downtown UCF and the UCF Academic Hospital.  

Kuntz is a graduate of Rollins College and the Graduate School of Banking 
at Louisiana State University. 

Commencement Speaker 

The Honorable
Thomas G. Kuntz 
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 College of Graduate Studies, College of Medicine,
College of Undergraduate Studies, and Rosen College of Hospitality Management 

May 3, 2018 – 2:30 p.m. 
Platform Party 

Grand Marshal .......................................................................................................................................... Dr. Alan Fyall  
Commencement Speaker ......................................................................................................... The Honorable Jeb Bush 
President ................................................................................................................................................ Dr. John C. Hitt 
President-elect and Executive Vice President .............................................................................. Dr. A. Dale Whittaker 
Interim Provost and Dean, College of Undergraduate Studies ................................................. Dr. Elizabeth A. Dooley 
Senior Vice President for University Relations ...................................................................... Dr. Daniel C. Holsenbeck 
Vice President for Student Development and Enrollment Services .................................................. Dr. Maribeth Ehasz 
Vice President for Communications and Marketing ............................................................................ Mr. Grant Heston 
Vice President for Medical Affairs and Dean, College of Medicine ......................................... Dr. Deborah C. German
Vice President for Research and Dean, College of Graduate Studies ........................................... Dr. Elizabeth Klonoff 
Vice President for Administration and Finance and Chief Financial Officer ........................... Mr. William F. Merck II 
Vice President and Executive Chief of Staff ...................................................................................... Dr. John F. Schell 
Interim Dean, The Burnett Honors College ....................................................................................... Dr. Martin Dupuis 
Interim Assistant Vice Provost and Associate Dean, College of Undergraduate Studies ............... Dr. Keisha Hoerrner 
Dean, Rosen College of Hospitality Management ........................................................................... Dr. Abraham Pizam  
Alumni Representative .................................................................................................................... Mr. Robert L. Clark 
Student Government Association President.............................................................................. Mr. Nicholas R. Larkins 
University Faculty Representative .................................................................................................... Dr. William T. Self  
Staff Council Representative ............................................................................................... Ms. Maribel Amaro-Garcia 
Order of Pegasus ........................................................................................................... Mr. Andrew James Aboujaoude 
Order of Pegasus .................................................................................................................... Ms. Erica Lynn Castaneda 
Order of Pegasus ................................................................................................................... Ms. Heather Lynn Holman 
Order of Pegasus ............................................................................................................................ Ms. Jeslin Kaur Kera 
Order of Pegasus ................................................................................................................ Ms. Taylor Michelle Wickey 

Governor Jeb Bush is a political leader of national renown, an influential 
advocate of education reform, a public intellectual, and a longtime friend of 
the University of Central Florida.  

In 1981, Bush began his career by growing a startup company into the largest 
commercial real estate firm in South Florida. He served as Florida’s Secretary 
of Commerce under Governor Bob Martinez. He currently serves as chairman 
of Dock Square Capital, a merchant bank headquartered in Miami.  

The first two-term Republican governor in Florida history, he championed 
major reform in the state’s taxing and spending, health care, environmental 
protection, and civil service. His top priority was the overhaul of the state’s 
educational system. Today, Florida remains a national leader in raising 
student achievement.  

Bush maintains his passion for education by serving as the chairman of the 
Foundation for Excellence in Education, a national nonprofit educational 
reform organization that he founded.  

He has written three books and is a respected opinion leader on civic and 
political issues of consequence. 

His influential support of UCF includes his advocacy for funding of the State 
University System, his appointment of outstanding members to the charter 
UCF Board of Trustees, and his championing of the UCF College of 
Medicine, which was essential to its approval.    

Bush earned a bachelor’s degree in Latin American Studies from the 
University of Texas at Austin.  

Commencement Speaker 

The Honorable
Jeb Bush 
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College of Sciences 
May 4, 2018 – 9:00 a.m. 

Platform Party 

Grand Marshal ........................................................................................................................................ Dr. Daniel Britt 
Commencement Speaker .................................................................................................... The Honorable Buddy Dyer 
President ................................................................................................................................................ Dr. John C. Hitt 
President-elect and Executive Vice President .............................................................................. Dr. A. Dale Whittaker 
Interim Provost and Dean, College of Undergraduate Studies ................................................. Dr. Elizabeth A. Dooley 
Senior Vice President for University Relations ...................................................................... Dr. Daniel C. Holsenbeck 
Vice President and General Counsel ...................................................................................................... .Mr. Scott Cole 
Vice President for Student Development and Enrollment Services .................................................. Dr. Maribeth Ehasz 
Vice President for Communications and Marketing ............................................................................ Mr. Grant Heston 
Vice President for Research and Dean, College of Graduate Studies ........................................... Dr. Elizabeth Klonoff 
Vice President for Administration and Finance and Chief Financial Officer ........................... Mr. William F. Merck II 
Vice President and Executive Chief of Staff ...................................................................................... Dr. John F. Schell 
Interim Dean, The Burnett Honors College ....................................................................................... Dr. Martin Dupuis 
Dean, College of Sciences .............................................................................................................. Dr. Michael Johnson 
Alumni Representative ............................................................................................................. Ms. Andrea K. St. Onge 
Student Government Association President.............................................................................. Mr. Nicholas R. Larkins 
University Faculty Representative .................................................................................................... Dr. Joanna Mishtal  
Staff Council Representative ....................................................................................................... Ms. Jamie LaMoreaux 
Order of Pegasus ................................................................................................................... Ms. Emily Ann Dovydaitis 
Order of Pegasus .......................................................................................................................... Mr. Daniel E. Franklin 
Order of Pegasus ......................................................................................................................... Mr. Paul Ferguson Gill 

Commencement Speaker 

Orlando Mayor Buddy Dyer has forged a distinguished career of public 
service. He served in the Florida Senate for 10 years and was Democratic 
leader for three years. Elected mayor of Orlando in 2003, he is now the 
longest-serving mayor in the city’s history. 

As mayor, Dyer has led Orlando to be a progressive, world-class city. He 
advocates for a community that embraces diversity, promotes innovation and 
technology, furthers environmental sustainability, and advances public safety. 

His many accomplishments include a new arena for the Orlando Magic, the 
Dr. Phillips Center for the Performing Arts, large-scale renovations of 
Camping World Stadium, and the establishment of SunRail. Dyer has led 
Orlando to be the most popular tourist destination in the world and among the 
fastest growing cities in the nation. 

A steadfast friend to UCF, he was instrumental in the founding of the Florida 
High Tech Corridor Council, the Florida Interactive Entertainment Academy, 
UCF Downtown, and the UCF College of Medicine and future UCF hospital 
at Lake Nona.  

Among his many honors and recognitions, Dyer has been named Municipal 
Leader of the Year by American City & County Magazine and received the 
Leadership in the Arts Award from Americans for the Arts.  

Dyer earned his undergraduate degree in civil engineering from Brown 
University and a law degree from the University of Florida.  

The Honorable
Buddy Dyer 
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College of Education and Human Performance 
and College of Nursing 
May 4, 2018 – 2:30 p.m. 

Platform Party 

Grand Marshal ...................................................................................................................................... Ms. Patricia Leli 
Commencement Speaker ......................................................................................... The Honorable Carolyn K. Roberts  
President ................................................................................................................................................ Dr. John C. Hitt 
President-elect and Executive Vice President .............................................................................. Dr. A. Dale Whittaker 
Interim Provost and Dean, College of Undergraduate Studies ................................................. Dr. Elizabeth A. Dooley 
Senior Vice President for University Relations ...................................................................... Dr. Daniel C. Holsenbeck 
Vice President and General Counsel ...................................................................................................... Mr. Scott Cole 
Vice President for Student Development and Enrollment Services .................................................. Dr. Maribeth Ehasz 
Vice President for Communications and Marketing ............................................................................ Mr. Grant Heston 
Vice President for Research and Dean, College of Graduate Studies ........................................... Dr. Elizabeth Klonoff 
Vice President for Administration and Finance and Chief Financial Officer ........................... Mr. William F. Merck II 
Vice President and Executive Chief of Staff ...................................................................................... Dr. John F. Schell 
Interim Dean, The Burnett Honors College ....................................................................................... Dr. Martin Dupuis 
Dean, College of Education and Human Performance .................................................................. Dr. Pamela S. Carroll  
Dean, College of Nursing .................................................................................................................. Dr. Mary Lou Sole 
Alumni Representative ....................................................................................................................... Ms. Loretta Corey 
Student Government Association President.............................................................................. Mr. Nicholas R. Larkins 
University Faculty Representative ................................................................................................ Dr. Jo Ann Whiteman 
Staff Council Representative ....................................................................................................... Ms. Jamie LaMoreaux 

Carolyn Roberts is the founder and president of Roberts Real Estate in Ocala. 
She has served as a president of the Ocala/Marion County Association of 
Realtors and as a board member of the Florida Real Estate Commission.

She began her remarkable leadership of the State University System of 
Florida in 1989 when she was appointed to the Florida Board of Regents,
serving as both vice chair and chair. She chaired the Board of Regents Search 
Committee that chose John C. Hitt to be president of UCF.  

Governor Jeb Bush appointed her to the Florida Board of Education and then 
to the newly formed Florida Board of Governors. Held in high regard by her 
peers, she was elected vice chair and chair of that board.

During her tenure as chair of the Florida Board of Governors, Roberts was 
instrumental in gaining approval for the UCF College of Medicine, which 
was of great importance to this university.     

She has served with distinction on numerous governing bodies, including the 
UCF Foundation and its Executive Board. At the University of Florida, she 
has been a member of the Board of Trustees, the President’s Council, and the 
boards of the Research Foundation, the Athletic Association, the University 
Foundation, and Shands Healthcare.   

Roberts earned a bachelor’s degree in business management from Florida 
Southern College.     

Commencement Speaker 

The Honorable
Carolyn K. Roberts 
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College of Business Administration 
May 5, 2018 – 9:00 a.m. 

Platform Party 

Grand Marshal ............................................................................................................................. Dr. Maureen Ambrose 
Commencement Speaker .............................................................................................. The Honorable James F. Heekin  
President ................................................................................................................................................ Dr. John C. Hitt 
President-elect and Executive Vice President .............................................................................. Dr. A. Dale Whittaker 
Interim Provost and Dean, College of Undergraduate Studies ................................................. Dr. Elizabeth A. Dooley 
Senior Vice President for University Relations ...................................................................... Dr. Daniel C. Holsenbeck 
Vice President and General Counsel ...................................................................................................... .Mr. Scott Cole 
Vice President for Student Development and Enrollment Services .................................................. Dr. Maribeth Ehasz 
Vice President for Communications and Marketing ............................................................................ Mr. Grant Heston 
Vice President for Research and Dean, College of Graduate Studies ........................................... Dr. Elizabeth Klonoff 
Vice President for Administration and Finance and Chief Financial Officer ........................... Mr. William F. Merck II 
Vice President for Alumni Relations and Development ....................................................... Mr. Michael J. Morsberger 
Vice President and Executive Chief of Staff ...................................................................................... Dr. John F. Schell 
Interim Dean, The Burnett Honors College ....................................................................................... Dr. Martin Dupuis 
Dean, College of Business Administration .............................................................................................. Dr. Paul Jarley 
Alumni Representative ....................................................................................................................... Mr. Clint Bullock 
Student Government Association President.............................................................................. Mr. Nicholas R. Larkins 
University Faculty Representative ........................................................................................................ Dr. Roger Folger  
Staff Council Representative .............................................................................................................. Ms. Cissy Glowth 
Order of Pegasus .................................................................................................................... Mr. Jessie Robert Dickens 

Commencement Speaker 

Jim Heekin is a member of the Central Florida law firm of Lowndes, 
Drosdick, Doster, Kantor & Reed. He chairs the firm's Healthcare and 
Aviation Practice Groups and focuses on corporate transactions and 
mergers and acquisitions in the health care and aviation fields. He also is 
a certified public accountant and has practiced public accounting in the 
Miami and Jacksonville offices of Price Waterhouse.

Heekin has been a long-time friend of higher education in Florida. In 1991, 
Governor Lawton Chiles appointed him to serve on the Florida Board of 
Regents of the State University System, and he went on to serve with 
distinction as chair of that body.

Over the years, he has been a strong advocate for enhanced funding for 
the State University System of Florida. He also has served on the boards 
of Shands HealthCare and the Florida Institute for Film. 

Heekin was a leader on the Board of Regents’ selection committee that 
approved the presidency of John C. Hitt, and he has been a loyal and 
enthusiastic friend of UCF. 

He championed the interests of UCF while on the Florida Board of 
Regents, and he has served on the boards of the UCF Foundation, the 
UCF Research Foundation, the Orlando-UCF Shakespeare Festival, and 
the Orlando Repertory Theatre.  

Heekin earned a bachelor’s degree in accounting from the University of 
Florida and a law degree from Florida State University.   

The Honorable
James F. Heekin 
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College of Health and Public Affairs 
May 5, 2018 – 2:30 p.m. 

Platform Party 
Grand Marshal .......................................................................................................................... Dr. Mary Ann Feldheim 
Commencement Speaker .................................................................................................. The Honorable Teresa Jacobs 
President ................................................................................................................................................ Dr. John C. Hitt 
President-elect and Executive Vice President .............................................................................. Dr. A. Dale Whittaker 
Interim Provost and Dean, College of Undergraduate Studies ................................................. Dr. Elizabeth A. Dooley 
Senior Vice President for University Relations ...................................................................... Dr. Daniel C. Holsenbeck 
Vice President for Student Development and Enrollment Services .................................................. Dr. Maribeth Ehasz 
Vice President for Communications and Marketing ............................................................................ Mr. Grant Heston 
Vice President for Research and Dean, College of Graduate Studies ........................................... Dr. Elizabeth Klonoff 
Vice President for Administration and Finance and Chief Financial Officer ........................... Mr. William F. Merck II 
Vice President for Alumni Relations and Development ....................................................... Mr. Michael J. Morsberger 
Vice President and Executive Chief of Staff ...................................................................................... Dr. John F. Schell 
Interim Dean, The Burnett Honors College ....................................................................................... Dr. Martin DuPuis 
Interim Dean, College of Health and Public Affairs ..................................................................... Dr. José B. Fernández 
Alumni Representative ............................................................................................................................ Ms. Linh Dang 
Student Government Association President.............................................................................. Mr. Nicholas R. Larkins 
University Faculty Representative ........................................................................................................... Dr. Sue Mahan  
Staff Council Representative ........................................................................................................ Mr. Rhodney Browdy 
Order of Pegasus ............................................................................................................................... Ms. Maria Pennella 

Commencement Speaker 

Orange County Mayor Teresa Jacobs has provided outstanding leadership to 
her county, region, and state. She had a successful nine-year career in 
banking, and she served two terms as county commissioner before being 
elected mayor in 2011.  

Jacobs has been a champion of governmental ethics reform, transparency, 
and public engagement. She has established a set of core values for Orange 
County government: professionalism, integrity, innovation, fairness, hard 
work, and accountability.  

Her many accomplishments as mayor have led to unprecedented economic 
opportunity and the county’s historic job growth spurred by national and 
international economic development. She remains focused on maintaining 
Orange County as the world’s top tourist destination, along with being the 
world’s best place to live, learn, work, play, and do business. 

Under Jacobs’ leadership, UCF and Orange County have forged a highly 
successful partnership that has made eastern Orange County a dynamic and 
progressive community. The partnership has focused on public safety, health 
care, high tech research, digital media advances, and entrepreneurship. She 
has played a vital role in establishing a UCF hospital at Lake Nona.     

Her civic engagement is extensive and includes serving as president of the 
Florida Association of Counties, chair of the East Central Florida Regional 
Planning Council, and chair of the Central Florida Smart Growth Authority, 
among others.  

Jacobs graduated cum laude from Florida State University with a degree in 
economics.  

The Honorable
Teresa Jacobs 
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Candidates for Doctoral Degrees 

College of Arts and Humanities 

CARISSA ANN BAKER 
Texts and Technology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Thomas Rudy McDaniel 

LANDON K. BERRY 
Texts and Technology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Pavel Zemliansky 

BRANDY R. DIETERLE 
Texts and Technology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Stephanie Vie 

VALERIE FUMEA KASPER 
Texts and Technology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Scot French 

ERIC ARTHUR MURNANE 
Texts and Technology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Anastasia Salter 

SARA ELIZABETH RAFFEL 
Texts and Technology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Thomas Rudy McDaniel 

NATHAN STAFFORD SNOW 
Texts and Technology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Barry J. Mauer 

College of Business Administration 

JEFFREY ALLEN DIBARTOLOMEO 
Business Administration 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Vladimir A. Gatchev 

JARED KOREFF 
Business Administration 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Steve Sutton 

College of Education and Human Performance 

KATHRYN LOBNITZ ANDERSON 
Educational Leadership 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Rosemarye Taylor 

CAITLYN MCKINZIE BENNETT 
Education 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Gulnora Hundley 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Glenn Lambie 

ELETHIA NICOLE BRONSON 
Educational Leadership 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Rosemarye Taylor 

MAKINI ASHAKI CAMPBELL SUTHERLAND 
Education 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Juli Dixon 

MARIETA PETROVA CHEMISHANOVA 
Educational Leadership 
Major Advisor:  Dr. James Owens 

DAVID CHURCH 
Education 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Jay R. Hoffman 
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CHRISTINA ELAINE COOK 
Curriculum and Instruction 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Carolyn Hopp 

EKATERINA V. GOUSSAKOVA 
Education 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Keith Folse 

GERALD S. JONES 
Educational Leadership 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Rosa Cintrón Delgado 

KELLY T. KAAK 
Education 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Ady Milman

MAURICE S. KAPROW 
Educational Leadership 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Jerry Johnson 

LISA MELINDA KOVAC 
Education 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Anne Culp 

MICHAEL LA MONICA 
Education 
Major Advisor:  Dr. David Fukuda 

HUIYUAN LUO 
Education 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Florin Mihai 

MORGAN AMANDA MCAFEE 
Education 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Stephen Sivo 

RICHARD THOMAS MINTON 
Educational Leadership 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Kathleen P. King 

LAURA ELIZABETH MONROE 
Education 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Joyce Nutta 

KENNETH RAY MOORE 
Educational Leadership 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Rosemarye Taylor 

JEFFREY O'BRIEN 
Educational Leadership 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Rosa Cintrón Delgado 

DAVID A. OGLETHORPE 
Educational Leadership 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Rosa Cintrón Delgado 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Michael Preston 

JENNIFER L. PLANT 
Educational Leadership 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Kathleen P. King 

BRENDAN MARK RICHARD 
Education 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Stephen Sivo 

YVETTE CHERISE SALIBA EL HABRE 
Education 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Sejal Barden 

LADONNA KAY SLAYTER 
Education 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Atsusi Hirumi 

JOANNA HELENE SPIELVOGEL 
Education 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Barbara J. Ehren 

ROBERT COLEMAN WALKER 
Educational Leadership 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Barbara A. Murray 

College of Engineering and Computer Science 

AHMAD ABUALSAMID 
Modeling and Simulation 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Charles E. Hughes 

SAMER SHAFEEQ AL AMILI 
Civil Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Mohamed Abdel-Aty 

TAIF ALI AL OBAIDI 
Electrical Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Wasfy B. Mikhael 
Major Advisor:  Dr. George Atia 

SAIF ABDULAZIZ ALARIFI 
Civil Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Mohamed Abdel-Aty 
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ASHRAF M. ALHUJAILLI 
Industrial Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Waldemar Karwowski 

BADER MOHAMMED ALMANSOUR 
Mechanical Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Subith Vasu 

AFRAA ZUHAIR ATTIAH 
Computer Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Cliff C. Zou 

THOMAS BERGMANN 
Industrial Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Waldemar Karwowski 

RUIYAO CHEN 
Electrical Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. W. Linwood Jones 

TONI L. CURATE 
Environmental Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Boo-Hyun Nam 

ANAHITA DAVOUDI 
Computer Science 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Mainak Chatterjee 

AHMED TAREK AHMED FARID 
Civil Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Mohamed Abdel-Aty 

DOUGLAS JAMES FREESE 
Mechanical Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Yunjun Xu 

SAMI MANSOUR GHAZALI 
Mechanical Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Yuanli Bai 

PHILLIP JEFFREY HANES 
Modeling and Simulation 
Major Advisor:  Dr. R. Paul Wiegand 

DAN HUANG 
Computer Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Jun Wang 

MARYAM JABERI 
Computer Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Hassan Foroosh 

SUNGCHUL JUNG 
Computer Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Charles E. Hughes 

WON IL JUNG 
Industrial Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Gene Lee 

CAROLINA KELLY 
Civil Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Omer Tatari 

FARDIN KHALILI 
Mechanical Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Hansen Mansy 

DON NADUN SACHINTHAKA 
KURUPPUMULLAGE 
Mechanical Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Olusegun Ilegbusi 

HALUK LAMAN 
Civil Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Amr Oloufa 

HECTOR M. LUGO-CORDERO 
Computer Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Ratan K. Guha 

BRIAN ASHLEY MILLIKAN 
Electrical Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Hassan Foroosh 

MASOOD MIRZA 
Civil Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Essam Radwan 

AHMAD SAEIDAMMAR MOHAMED 
Civil Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Amr Oloufa 

DUSTIN RYAN MORLEY 
Computer Science 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Hassan Foroosh 

KEVIN SCOTT MUHS 
Industrial Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Waldemar Karwowski 

OMAR AHMED YOUSIF NAKHILA 
Computer Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Cliff C. Zou 

JACK EDWARD NORFLEET 
Modeling and Simulation 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Yuanli Bai 
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NIZAMETTIN KORTAN OGUTMAN 
Electrical Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Winston Schoenfeld 

RAY OTTO PRATHER 
Mechanical Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Alain J. Kassab 

YANGYANG QIAO 
Mechanical Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Yuanli Bai 

MOSTAFA RAHMANI 
Electrical Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. George Atia 

SAMUEL HARRISON RHODES 
Materials Science and Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Jiyu Fang 

CHEN SHEN 
Materials Science and Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Lei Zhai 

SANNA FAROOQ SIDDIQUI 
Mechanical Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Ali P. Gordon 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Seetha Raghavan 

JOHN LAWRENCE SINGLETON 
Computer Science 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Gary T. Leavens 

MIKHAEL SAMIR YOUSSEF SOLIMAN 
Materials Science and Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Laurene Tetard 

AMIRTAHA TAEBI 
Mechanical Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Hansen A. Mansy 

KENNETH C. THOMPSON 
Mechanical Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Yunjun Xu 

JONATHAN D. TORRES-CACERES 
Mechanical Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Ali P. Gordon 

ALVARO VELASQUEZ 
Computer Science 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Sumit Kumar Jha 

YINA WU 
Civil Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Mohamed Abdel-Aty 

MICHAEL A. XYNIDIS 
Modeling and Simulation 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Patricia Bockelman Morrow 

College of Health and Public Affairs 

CONSTANZA R. ARANDA GARCIA 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Patrick Pabian 

CHRISTOPHER I. ATKINSON 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Carey Rothschild 

FRANK JOSEPH BARTEK 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Gerald Smith 

ALISON JEAN BURNHAM 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Morris Rick Beato 

BROOKE NICHELLE CHANCEY 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Morris Rick Beato 

CHRISTINA ALDA CYPRIEN 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Morris Beato 

JAMI LYNN DENNIS 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Jennifer Tucker 

CHELSEA KING ENGELHARDT 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. James Sonne 

HILARY SHEA ERBE 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Nicole Dawson 

TALIA M. ESTRADA 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Nicole Dawson  



5

BENJAMIN ANDREW GABRIEL 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Nicole Dawson 

BRITTANY MARIE GIAMMALVO 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Nicole Dawson 

GARY RAY GRIMES 
Public Affairs 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Sophia Dziegielewski 

ADAM S. HAMILTON 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. William J. Hanney 

BRITTANY ROSE HAUPT 
Public Affairs 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Naim Kapucu 

EMILY SUE HOYER 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Morris Rick Beato 

CHRISTOPHER ALEX IADAROLA 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. William J. Hanney 

CALVIN MATTHEW JAMES 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. William J. Hanney 

BRENT DOUGLAS JOHNSON 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. William J. Hanney 

ELI JOSEPH JORDAN 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. James Sonne 

BRITTANY A. KILDUFF 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. James Sonne 

STEVEN JAMES KORTE 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Matt S. Stock 

JUAN DANIEL MALDONADO, JR. 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Matt S. Stock 

ERIN L. MORTON 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Patrick Pabian 

BETHANY ANNE MUNI 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Patrick Pabian 

RACHEL MARIE MUSTONEN 
Public Affairs 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Su-I Hou 

BRITTANY LYNNE NELSON 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Patrick Pabian 

ERICA ELENA PARAZO 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Carey Rothschild 

KYLE PRESTON PERKINS 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Carey Rothschild 

VICTORIA PHYLLIS PETTOFREZZO 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Carey Rothschild 

VIERNE ERICA KATRINA PLACIDE 
Public Affairs 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Lynn Unruh 

VANESSA MARIE PRICE 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Gerald Smith 

KYLE IAN PULFORD 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Gerald Smith 

AMANDA DIANE RAFFENAUD 
Public Affairs 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Lynn Unruh 

STEPHANIE M. RARICK 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Gerald Smith 

CARLA JACKIE SAMPSON 
Public Affairs 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Lynn Unruh 
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EDGARDO L. SANTOYO 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Gerald Smith 

SARA MARIE WALKER 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Jennifer Tucker 

LISA RIANE WINTERBERGER 
Physical Therapy 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Jennifer Tucker 

College of Medicine 

DALE SUSAN GEORGE 
Biomedical Sciences 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Stephen Lambert 

ALADDIN ASHRAF RIAD 
Biomedical Sciences  
Major Advisor:  Dr. Sampath Parthasarathy

THYWILL TSATSU SABBLAH 
Biomedical Sciences  
Major Advisor:  Dr. Stephen J. King

College of Nursing 

PATRICIA MARCELA DELGADO 
Nursing Practice  
Major Advisor:  Dr. Susan Chase 

DANIELLE E. MCDONOUGH 
Nursing Practice  
Major Advisor:  Dr. Angela Ritten 

JOHN WESLEY ROTHWELL, III 
Nursing Practice  
Major Advisor:  Dr. Angela Ritten 

FAMEISHA RENE WILLIAMS 
Nursing Practice  
Major Advisor:  Dr. Jacqueline Lamanna 

College of Optics and Photonics 

JOSHUA D. BRADFORD 
Optics and Photonics 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Martin C. Richardson 

MOHAMMAD AMIN EFTEKHAR 
Optics and Photonics 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Demetrios Christodoulides 

JIE LI 
Optics and Photonics 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Zenghu Chang 

ASHUTOSH SATISHCHANDRA NATRAJAN 
RAO
Optics and Photonics 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Sasan Fathpour 

ABRAHAM VÁZQUEZ-GUARDADO 
Optics and Photonics 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Debashis Chanda 
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College of Sciences 

SHREE RAM ACHARYA 
Physics
Major Advisor:  Dr. Talat S. Rahman 

ADIBAH MUKHLID ALMUTAIRI 
Chemistry 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Cherie Yestrebsky 

VICTORIA LYNNE CLAYPOOLE 
Psychology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. James Szalma 

JULIE GAMA DONNELLY 
Chemistry 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Florencio Eloy Hernandez 

DANIEL E. FRANKLIN 
Physics
Major Advisor:  Dr. Debashis Chanda 

CHRISTOPHER NEAL GRABILL 
Chemistry 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Stephen Kuebler 

RICHARD JEROUSEK 
Physics
Major Advisor:  Dr. Joshua E. Colwell 

JENNA LYNNE JONES 
Physics
Major Advisor:  Dr. Yanga Fernandez 

MAHTAB AHMAD KHAN 
Physics
Major Advisor:  Dr. Michael N. Leuenberger 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Eduardo Mucciolo 

NANAMI KIKUCHI 
Chemistry 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Dmitry Kolpashchikov

JOANNA ELIZABETH LEWIS 
Psychology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Mark Neider 

MICHAEL SCOTT LODGE 
Physics
Major Advisor:  Dr. Masahiro Ishigami 

JENNIFER FUNG-MING LOUIE 
Psychology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Mustapha Mouloua 

XIAOYAN LU 
Chemistry 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Lei Zhai 

JULIAN MCCAIN MONTAQUILA 
Modeling and Simulation 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Bruce D. Caulkins 

SARAH ANN SACRA 
Sociology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Jana Jasinski 

CHARLES ALFRED SCHAMBEAU 
Physics
Major Advisor:  Dr. Yanga Fernandez 

ANDREW JACOB WISMER 
Psychology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Corey Bohil 

YUANMENG MILES ZHANG 
Conservation Biology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Barbara Sharanowski 

YADONG ZHOU 
Chemistry 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Shengli Zou 
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Rosen College of Hospitality Management 

ELAINE FRANCES MATHIS 
Hospitality Management 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Mathilda Van Niekerk 

AMANDA J. TEMPLETON 
Hospitality Management 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Alan Fyall



9

Candidates for Education Specialist 

JOEL C. BUTLER 
School Psychology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Oliver Edwards 

LAUREN ELIZABETH CHATTIN 
School Psychology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Oliver Edwards 

MARLA MARIE FERRADINO 
School Psychology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Walter Doherty 

ANDREANA M. FIDANZI 
School Psychology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Oliver Edwards 

STEPHANIE COWERN FLYNN 
School Psychology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Oliver Edwards 

JENNIFER KORNGOLD 
School Psychology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Oliver Edwards 

PHELYCIA KELLY MARSH 
School Psychology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Gordon Taub 

REGINA PATRICE MCCURDY 
Education 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Randal Hewitt 

MELODI NARA MILLER 
School Psychology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Gordon Taub 

KELLY ANN MORRIS 
School Psychology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Gordon Taub 

TRACEY PLANINZ 
School Psychology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Gordon Taub 

JILLIAN M. ROBERTSON 
School Psychology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Gordon Taub 

DIANA RACHEL SHAW 
Education 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Stacey Van Horn 

STACEY SMILEY 
Educational Leadership 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Walter Doherty 

KRISTIN J. WILKIN 
Educational Leadership 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Walter Doherty 

SHAWN P. WINSTON 
School Psychology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Gordon Taub 
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Candidates for Master of Fine Arts 

BRAD ANDREW BARTH  
Creative Writing 

FORREST PATRICK DEBLOIS  
Emerging Media 

ROBIN ELIOT  
Creative Writing 

MARK GERSTEIN
Emerging Media 

RYAN MICHAEL GLEASON  
Emerging Media 

ILJEEN JO  
Creative Writing 

MARIA E KATSADOUROS  
Theatre 

MICHAEL WILLIAM LEAVITT  
Creative Writing 

MICHELLE SHERIL LORICCO  
Theatre 

SIENNA G. MALIK  
Creative Writing 

DIANE RENEE PARKS  
Emerging Media 

STEPHANIE MARY PORVEN 
Creative Writing 

CHRISTOPHER JEREMY SANTOS  
Emerging Media 

MICHAEL EDWIN STEPHENSON  
Film 

LEAH MAREDITH THOMAS  
Theatre 

HEATHER GUILD VAZQUEZ  
Creative Writing 

LEAH WASHBURN
Creative Writing 

JULIE LYNN WOODS-ROBINSON  
Theatre 
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Honors and Recognition 

Order of Pegasus 

Andrew James Aboujaoude 
Carissa Ann Baker 
Erica Lynn Castaneda 
Sarah G. Davenport 
Jessie Robert Dickens 

Porsha Rachelle Dossie 
Emily Ann Dovydaitis 
Daniel E. Franklin 
Paul Ferguson Gill 
Heather Lynn Holman 

Jeslin Kaur Kera 
Sheridan Alexis Kushner 
Alice Stephanie Neira 
Maria Pennella 
Taylor Michelle Wickey 

Baccalaureate Degree Honors 
 Top Honor Graduates 

Andrew James Aboujaoude 
Lori Ann Atlas 
Christina Marie Barbera 
Konstantin Brnjos 
Alexandra M. Camero Bejarano 
Erica Lynn Castaneda 
Vincenzo Cibra 
Logan David Clark 
Aaron Jackson Coville 
Michael Warren Dieffenbach 
Annabel Dieuanh Dinh 
Bozana Dragoljevic 
Marisa Ivonne Faunce 
Rebekah Jeanne Fitzpatrick 
Patrick L. Flemming 
Juan Jesus Franco 
Payton Andrew Gammicchia 
Itzel Evelyn Garduno-Jaramillo 
Emily Wissner Gartenberg 
Isabelle Cicely Gill 
Paul Ferguson Gill 
Takuma Justin Iwai 

Jennifer Jacob 
Jeslin Kaur Kera 
Douglas Lamar Kersey 
Nickolas Glen Kessler 
Rida Khlifa 
Cory Austin Kinney 
Timothy Michael Knoll 
Teodotas Kursevicius 
Spencer Laurence Lessans 
Dveen Angele Manoogian 
Laura Lee Martin 
Jourdan Alexandra McKinnis 
Connor D. Michalski 
Justine Nicole Moavero 
Jacob Lewis Neir 
Christine Nguyen 
James Charles Nugent 
Melinda Andrea Paduani 
Ryan Michael Parente 
Priscilla Thi Phan 
Caroline Luisa Pittman 
Kathryn Rose Plesha 

Ashley Taylor Procher 
Erika Ann Rappleyea 
Mark Adam Reed 
Rayanna Blair Riecss 
Christopher Bradley Riggs 
Joseph Alexander Rodriguez 
Paola Alexa Rodriguez Morales 
Christine Tillie Rowell 
Ariana Lissette Ruiz Aguilar 
Kyle Phillip Sellers 
Aleeza Mahak Shah 
Raeli Allise Smith 
Ryan Stephen Sollazzo 
Julianna Christine Steward 
Bryn Victoria Taylor 
Lucero Torres 
Charles Hampton Verduzco 
Josh Lawton Wade 
Duenna Joy Warren 
Rachel Alice Wilder 
Amy Marie Willsey 
Marissa Rose Zumbo 

University Honors – The Burnett Honors College 

To graduate with University Honors, the student must complete 12 hours of Honors lower-division coursework, an 
Honors Symposium, and upper-division Honors course requirements in his or her college or major. 

Diana Abarca 
Andrew Aboujaoude 
Joshua Ackerman 

Evan Adler 
Suman Ali 
Alexa Altino 

Sonia Amirzadeh 
John Angiel 
Maria Arnay 

27



Rebecca Ashley 
Wesley Backer 
Shekinah Baron 
Margaret Bartolotta 
Lauren Bates 
Samantha Beasey 
Cassidy Beaulieu 
Morgan Bell 
Laura Bennett 
Isaac Bernstein 
Matthew Berry 
Brooke Bivins 
Kaitlin Black 
Madison Blake 
Timothy Boock 
Konstantin Brnjos 
Wyatt Brooks 
Cory Brown 
Nathan Brown 
Lauren Brumsey 
Jake Campbell 
Sebastian Campbell 
Erick Campos 
Amanda Carmichael 
Danielle Carrasco 
Jennifer Carvel 
Spencer Cason 
Erica Castaneda 
Nicholas Chase 
Jessica Cherinka 
Lora Chizmar 
Lexis Choi 
Vincenzo Cibra 
Logan Clark 
Michael Clark 
Chelsea Claverie 
Jacob Cornett 
Asmara Cortes 
Kate Cousins 
Aaron Coville 
Nicole Coyle 
Jolene Crossman 
Faith Culhane 
Michael Alan Cunada 
Hunter Davenport 
Benjamin Davis 
Jacob Davis 
Thomas Davis 
Christopher Delacruz 
Jessie Dickens 
Michael Dieffenbach 
Annabel Dinh 
Marco Dispagna 
Kimberly Doan 
Eva Dohogne 
Jessica Dolberg 

Emily Dovydaitis 
Katherine Dovydaitis 
Dayna Duffy 
Ntami Echeng 
Patrick Edwards 
Richard Ehlers 
Sabrina Eisenberg 
Brett Ellinport 
Carolyn Enfield 
Luke Evans 
Victoria Ferry 
Rebekah Fitzpatrick 
Njera Frazier 
Kaylen Furbee 
Eleazar Gallardo 
Patrick Garcia-Jurado 
Isabelle Gill 
Paul Gill 
Zachary Gill 
Drew Gillett 
Clayton Gindling 
Corbin Gonzalez 
Kendall Goos 
Andrew Haines 
Carolyn Hair 
Carissa Hamilton 
Johnathan Hanrahan 
Connor Harris 
Johnna Hauck 
Jordan Hay 
Jared Hayduke 
Jennifer Holden 
Heather Holman 
Michael Hurtado 
Alexis Hyacinthe 
Jordan Iannacone 
Sara Ives 
Aaron Jablon 
Aubrey Johnson 
Amelia Jones 
Anastasia Jones 
Nicholas Jones 
Julia Jordan 
Kovi Katz 
Melissa Kays 
Rachel Kelsesky 
Katsiaryna Khatskevich 
Timothy Knoll 
Andrew Kolos 
Rebecca Koniuszy 
Vasilios Koupelis 
Alexandra Kulenguski 
Teodotas Kursevicius 
Kayla Ladez 
Michael Lafferty 
Josh Lajza 

Jordan Layton 
Quynh Le 
Michael Leong 
Spencer Lessans 
Emily Lin 
Elizabeth Lisowski 
Margaret Lorch 
Katherine Loveland 
Jesse Lu 
Steve Lue 
Hayley Lynch 
Jacob Lynch 
Carmen Malca 
Mikal Mancini 
Dveen Manoogian 
Rebecca Marshall 
Jesus Martinez 
Melissa Martinez 
Roxanne Matewicz 
Megan McCarthy 
Jonathan McConnell 
Brayden McDonald 
Austin McFarlin 
Andrew McGilvra 
Alexander McKeel 
Devin McSweeney 
Ezekiel Menning 
Diana Merchant 
Alexander Mertens 
Jacqueline Meyer 
Connor Michalski 
Allison Miehl 
Jessica Mojica 
Joseph Montero 
Nicholas Morelly
Hunter Morgan 
Brandon Morris 
Daniela Muino 
Killian Muollo 
Neil Tobin Napase 
Jacob Neir 
Christine Nguyen 
Alex Nhan 
Coral Nimz 
Mary Norberg 
Logan Norris 
Shane O’Donnell 
Kiernan Oknefski 
Abby Owen 
Danielle Oxley 
Ryan Parente 
Devan Patel 
Cristian Perez 
Lynn Perez 
Gabriel Pita 
Chad Prom 
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Lisa Quach 
Dorislynn Quinones 
Julian Quitian 
Christen Ram 
Kevin Ramos 
Ian Ramos Lopez 
Mark Reed 
Ryan Reedy 
Sean Reedy 
Lydia Rhoa 
Jordan Rich 
Danelle Richard 
Catherine Ridgeway 
David Ridgway 
Rayanna Riecss 
Kellan Ritter 
Alex Rodriguez 
Dylan Rosenberg 
Ezekiel Rosenbluth 
Priscilla Ryan 
Marissa Salaya 

Emily Saldanha 
Morgan Sammler 
Drew Sanders 
Jessie Sanders 
Sarah Schreck 
Kyle Sellers 
Aleeza Shah 
Elle Siebert 
Shaun Silverman 
Kevin Smith 
Steven Solis 
Samuel Spencer 
Tyler Steidl 
Julianna Steward 
Jeffrey Strange 
Hannah Supple 
Amanda Swiger 
Adam Tara 
Megan Tedlie 
Lukas Terhall 
Sara Thames 

Christian Theriot 
Owen Thomas 
Lucero Torres 
Matthew Ubl 
Carlos Vasquez 
Zachary Vecker 
David Vine 
Benjamin Vogt 
Josh Wade 
Bridget Weber 
Gillian Werner 
Nicholas Whitmore 
Audrey Widner 
Rachel Wilder 
Ashley Williams 
Tyler Worbington 
Brittany Young 
Jasper Zaporteza 
Marissa Zumbo 

Honors in the Major 

Diana Abarca 
Communication Sciences and 
Disorders 

Evan Adler 
Biomedical Sciences 

Angela Aloisantoni 
Nursing 

Haris Anwar 
English Language Arts 

Rebecca Ashley 
Mechanical Engineering 

Molly Baker 
Nursing 

Sarah Ballard 
Film 

Matthew Berry 
Nursing 

Brooke Bivins 
Marketing 

Kimberly Bogers 
Nursing 

Jade Bowen 
Nursing 

Konstantin Brnjos 
Biomedical Sciences 

Nathan Brown 
Interdisciplinary Studies 

Kristine Carlos 
Anthropology 

Amanda Carmichael 
Biology 

Jennifer Carvel 
Psychology 

Erica Castaneda 
Biomedical Sciences 

Kavika Chugh 
Nursing 

Ethan Conkwright 
Political Science 

Hunter Davenport 
Mathematics 

Sarah Davenport 
Anthropology 

Kayla Davis 
History 

Taraleigh Davis 
Political Science 

Kelley Devoe 
Sport and Exercise Science 

Jessie Dickens 
Business Economics 

Michael Dieffenbach 
Biomedical Sciences 

Emily Dovydaitis 
Biology 
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Shannon Fagan 
Political Science 

Jesse Feinman 
English 

Morgan Ferrara 
Sport and Exercise Science 

Sutherland Fertig 
Anthropology 

Rebekah Fitzpatrick 
Biomedical Sciences 

Megan Fuentes 
Elementary Education 

Itzel Garduno-Jaramillo 
Elementary Education 

Sydney Gass 
Psychology 

Isabelle Gill 
Biomedical Sciences 

Taylor Goss 
Health Sciences – Pre-Clinical 

Jason Greuling 
Mathematics 

Komysha Hassan 
Writing and Rhetoric 
Political Science 

Angelica Hernandez 
Psychology 

Heather Holman 
Biomedical Sciences 

Evan Holsonback 
Health Sciences – Pre-Clinical 

Alexis Hyacinthe 
Interdisciplinary Studies 

Devin Inthavongsa 
Biomedical Sciences 

Ryan Jordan 
Mechanical Engineering 

Melissa Kays 
Anthropology 

Jeslin Kera 
Biomedical Sciences 

Nickolas Kessler 
Biomedical Sciences 

Payton Kuenzli 
Political Science 

Alexandra Kulenguski 
Anthropology 

Kayla LaDez 
Psychology 

Kristine Lawrence 
Nursing 

Lindsey Lefebvre 
Anthropology 

Faren LeJeune 
Art – Studio Art 

Michael Leong 
Biomedical Sciences 

Margaret Lorch 
Nursing 

Daniel Mandragona 
Mathematics 

Priscilla Martinez 
Psychology 

Paulina Maxim 
Psychology 

Jourdan McKinnis 
Interdisciplinary Studies 

Rachel McPherson 
Psychology 

Nathanael Mercado 
Nursing 

Connor Michalski 
Biomedical Sciences 

Alexis Miller 
Psychology 

Landon Morley 
Psychology 

Zoreed Mukhtar 
Psychology 

Renata Nagy 
Art – Art History 

Christine Nguyen 
Biomedical Sciences 

Alex Nhan 
Biomedical Sciences 

Amy O’Conner 
Nursing 

Andre Ong 
Finance 

Karlee Rankine 
Elementary Education 

Thomas Rechtman 
Mathematics 

Ryan Reedy 
Mechanical Engineering 

Daniel Regner 
Nursing 

Anne Reiber 
Radio/Television – Broadcast 
Journalism 

Tyra Robinson 
Anthropology 

Afrina Rohani 
Elementary Education 

Luderve Rosier 
Health Sciences – Pre-Clinical 

Ariana Ruiz Aguilar 
Nursing 

Brittany Scholl 
Psychology 
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Sarah Schreck 
Advertising/Public Relations 

Brian Solar 
Mechanical Engineering 

Sheila Solarez 
Biology 

Melanie St. Pierre 
Anthropology 

Austin Stanley 
Anthropology 

Taylor Tachon 
Nursing 

Victoria Taylor 
Elementary Education 

Sarah Rose Thornton 
Nursing 

Eliany Torrez Pon 
Nursing 

Allie Vaknin 
Human Communication 

Rachel Wilder 
Economics 

Nicole Wrobel 
Religious Studies 

LEAD Scholars 

Andrew Aboujaoude 
Rebecca Anisman 
Michael Argent 
Savannah Ashley 
Corinne Chanel Ballard 
Alyssa Barratt 
Danya Belnour 
Mary Elizabeth Bensey 
Lauren Borell 
Taylor Boutelle 
Caitrin Burke 
Rita Buzzella 
James Calhoun 
Jake Campbell 
Krystal Carrion 
Cristina Chirino 
Matthew Chisholm 
Micaela Cleere 
Sarah Cotler 
Edward Coyle 
Jessie Dickens 
Fedorah Dorvilme 
Shealagh Eagan 
Ntami Echeng 
Alexandra Felt 
George Francis 
Theresa Galindo 
Ileana Garcia 
Kaley Gilbert 
Omolara Giwa 
Alexa Goldenhart 
Joseph Goldthorp 
Jensine Gomez 
Taylor Gorder 
Kristine Gundayao 
Andrew Haines 
Alexis Hart 

Johnna Hauck 
Jordan Hay 
Morgan Hernandez 
Jade Hetzer 
Leland Hildreth 
Jarrod Hinrichs 
Hannah Hoffman 
Camille Hood 
Briana Hoy 
Emily Hoyer 
Bethany Humphrey 
Stephen Javaruski 
Angela Kruth 
Teodotas Kursevicius 
Sapphire Kusztyb-Bentley 
Sabine Lacroix 
Jessica Lavigne 
Christopher Leonard 
Gary Leutheuser 
Elizabeth Lisowski 
Megan Loibl 
Maverick Manasco 
Robert Marcoux 
Bethany Martinez 
Jose Martinez 
Daniel McCabe 
Caitlin McGonegal 
Courtney McGonegal 
Bianca Mercado Velez 
Alexander Mertens 
Devi Mody 
Gabrielle Morford 
Valerie Moses 
Alice Neira 
Christey Lynn Oberbeck 
Marianna Parnham 
Rebecca Parramore 

Maria Pennella 
Ethan Ramirez 
Selena Ramos 
Erika Rappleyea 
Nicholas Reid 
Janes Reynolds 
Melissa Rosario 
Madison Russell 
Wendelyn Sanabria 
Jessie Sanders 
Mikayla Sanford 
Akeem Sankey 
Spencer Scheirer 
Logan Schell 
Sarah Schreck 
Hanna Shapiro 
Stewart Shebroe 
Rozina Sheikh 
Marissa Sherlock 
Jasmyn Simmons 
Sydney Solan 
Hailey Steuer 
Alex Teplitz 
Bianca Thervil 
Mariko Thompson 
Lucero Torres 
Caroline Trussell 
Melissa Vargas-Ramirez 
Michael Vaudo 
Monica Vega 
Josh Wade 
Samantha Wahba 
Duenna Warren 
Bella Watson 
Bridget Weber 
Ivram Williams 
Laura Young 
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President’s Leadership Council 

Erica Castaneda 
Jessie Dickens 
Paul Gill 
Corbin Gonzalez 
Jared Hayduke 

Brianna Jenkins 
Timothy Knoll 
Megan Loibl 
Gabriel Montes 
Teresa Pinate 

Madison Russell 
Jeff Strange, Jr. 
Allie Vaknin 
Beth Young 

Air Force ROTC Commission 

Dacon L. Buchanan 
Aaron P. Cole 
Scott W. Davidson 
Lorenzo J. Davis 
Andrew M. Dela Cruz 
Brendan J. Goettel 
Joseph T. Jordan 
John A. Kauffman 
Russell A. King 

Patrick A. Laflam-Mcfall 
Sarah J. Larson 
Jacob E. Levy 
Rachel Lewis 
Amanda J. Loughlin 
Joseph E. Loyack 
Riley L. Mays 
Joseph A. Montero 
Samuel S. Nagorka 

Jacob M. Niedbalski 
Gustaf A. Pena 
Daniel M. Regner 
Reid T. Stack 
Robert C. Strange 
Kemsley A. Villalona 
Vincent T. Wiggins 
Michael F. Whiteman 
Cole M. Wise 

Army ROTC Commission 

Michael Bapp 
Calvin Barajas 
Connor Barrick 
Hunter Best 
Zachary Cline 
Christony Dobson 
Richard Dobson 
David Dunbar 

Tabatha Henry 
Jimmy Hu 
James Lanza 
John Lowe 
Matthew Markey 
Dillon Moffa 
Andrew Myerson 
Bryan Ojeda Colon 

Caleb Ross 
Matthew Serr 
Justen Skinner 
Cody Smith 
Roberto Telleria 
Devan Wiesner 
Mary Wiltshire 
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Baccalaureate Honors 

Baccalaureate Honors are conferred on those students who complete a minimum of 48 semester hours at UCF and 
attain an overall grade point average that falls in the top 10 percent of all graduating students in the same college 
over the prior two-year period. 

Honors are distinguished as follows: 

 *** summa cum laude—students in the top 2.5 percent 
                ** magna cum laude—students in the top 5 percent but not in the top 2.5 percent 

    * cum laude—students in the top 10 percent but not in the top 5 percent 

The asterisk (*) appears as indicated above next to the name of each graduate who may qualify for Baccalaureate 
Honors.  

Because records for the final term are incomplete at the time the commencement program is printed and final term 
grades may affect relative rankings and overall GPA, indication in the program of graduation with Honors is 
presumptive rather than conclusive.  

Baccalaureate Honors list cutpoints are available at: 
http://commencement.ucf.edu/2018/spring/resources
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The Commencement Ceremony and Academic Regalia 

The Academic Procession has descended from religious processions that came to include teaching faculties when universities were closely 
associated with the medieval church. The presence of a piper in American academic processionals has become popular in recent years. The pipers 
for UCF’s ceremonies are David Enzfelder and Reg Lyle. 

The procedure followed for the awarding of degrees is based on a practice developed at the University of Paris almost 800 years ago. In 
those days, the bishop of Paris, like every other bishop, was responsible for local educational curriculum and degree granting. His authority in 
these matters, however, soon came to be disputed by the teachers. They asserted that only they could be the proper judges of the qualifications of 
the students. This threatened impasse was resolved by a compromise under which the teachers, or masters, judged the merits of the students and 
then recommended them to the bishop for their degrees. Today’s ceremony includes a secularized version of that procedure. A representative of 
the Faculty Senate certifies that the student candidates are qualified to receive their degrees. The president then authorizes the awarding of the 
degree.

Academic heraldry in the form of academic dress reaches as far back as the earliest days of the oldest universities. Formal directives 
concerning the correct and proper wearing of academic regalia date back to the early 14th Century. In the United States, as a result of our English 
heritage, caps and gowns have been used since colonial times. 

As heraldic devices such as shields, coats of arms, and standards could identify a knight and his individual heritage, academic regalia 
can describe the academic origin and accomplishments of the wearer. Easily recognizable are holders of bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral 
degrees. With the same glance, the trained eye may identify the university that conferred the degree as well as the individual’s field of learning. 

The shape and decorations of the gown are the keys to the highest degree earned by an individual. The gown for bachelor’s has long 
pointed sleeves and is designed to be worn closed only. The master’s gown has an oblong sleeve and is open at the wrist; the rear part of its 
oblong shape is square cut, and the front part has an arc cut away. The master’s gown may be worn open or closed. The doctor’s gown has bell-
shaped sleeves, may be worn open or closed, and may be most readily identified by its velvet facing down the front and by three velvet chevrons 
on each sleeve. 

It is the hood, however, which is the most important and distinctive feature of American academic pageantry. Chevrons enable those 
attending an academic function to distinguish at a glance the wearer’s academic heritage. The bachelor’s hood, seldom seen in American 
academic circles, is three feet long with a two-inch edging of velvet. The master’s hood is three and one-half feet long with a three-inch edging.  
The doctor’s hood is four feet long with a five-inch edging. 

The color of the hood’s velvet edging represents the field in which the wearer earned his or her degree. Although black may be used for 
any area, colors denoting selected fields of learning are as follows at UCF and American universities: all Ph.D.s are edged in dark blue, while 
professional doctorates, such as the Ed.D., are edged in the color of professional discipline. 

The hoods used by American colleges and universities are lined with silk in the official academic colors of the institution that conferred 
the degree. UCF graduates, for example, will wear hoods with linings of black and gold. Generally, a school’s academic colors are identical to its 
athletic colors. 

The academic regalia you see before you today can be traced directly back to the beginnings of the oldest colleges and universities. In 
1885, there occurred a widespread student movement in America to wear caps and gowns at commencement ceremonies. The graduating students 
seemed to feel a need for significant and dignified apparel for the occasion. By 1895, widespread adoption of a uniform code by 95 percent of 
colleges and universities in the country gave America its own distinct academic regalia. 

However, at any academic gathering, there usually appear regalia which cannot be fathomed by these guidelines. Some of these may be from        
foreign universities; others are from those American institutions that have preferred to remain with the European tradition of allowing each school 
to determine its own costume. The result is the academic regalia you see before you today. The colors of the master hoods are as follows: 

College of Arts and Humanities 
DISCIPLINE ............................................................................................................................... COLOR OF DISCIPLINE 
Creative Writing ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Brown 
Digital Media.............................................................................................................................................................................................................................. Brown 
Emerging Media ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................ Brown 
English ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ White 
Film ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ Brown 
Foreign Languages ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................... White 
History  .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................  White 
Interactive Entertainment .......................................................................................................................................................................................................... White 
Music ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. Pink 
Spanish .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................  White 
Teaching English as Second Language  .................................................................................................................................................................................   White 
Theatre ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Brown 
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College of Business Administration 
DISCIPLINE  ................................................................................................................................. COLOR OF DISCIPLINE 
Accounting........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ Drab 
Business Administration .................................................................................................................................................................................................................. Drab 
Economics ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ Drab 
Management ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Drab 
Real Estate ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ Drab 
Sports Business Management .......................................................................................................................................................................................................... Drab 
Taxation ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ Drab 

College of Education and Human Performance 
DISCIPLINE  ................................................................................................................................. COLOR OF DISCIPLINE 
Education ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. Light Blue 

College of Engineering and Computer Science 
DISCIPLINE  ................................................................................................................................. COLOR OF DISCIPLINE 
Computer Science ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................ Orange 
Digital Forensics .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Orange 
Engineering .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. Orange 

College of Graduate Studies 
DISCIPLINE  ................................................................................................................................. COLOR OF DISCIPLINE 
Conservation Biology Professional ...................................................................................................................................................................................  Science Gold 
Interdisciplinary Studies ................................................................................................................................................................................................................. White 

College of Health and Public Affairs 
DISCIPLINE  ................................................................................................................................. COLOR OF DISCIPLINE 
Communication Sciences and Disorders .............................................................................................................................................................................. Sage Green 
Criminal Justice  ..............................................................................................................................................................................................................  Midnight Blue 
Health Care Informatics  ...................................................................................................................................................................................................... Kelly Green 
Health Sciences  .................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Kelly Green 
Nonprofit Management  ..................................................................................................................................................................................................... Peacock Blue 
Public Administration  ....................................................................................................................................................................................................... Peacock Blue 
Research Administration  .................................................................................................................................................................................................. Peacock Blue 
Social Work .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Citron 
Urban and Regional Planning .............................................................................................................................................................................................. Blue-Violet 

 College of Medicine 
DISCIPLINE  ................................................................................................................................. COLOR OF DISCIPLINE 
Biomedical Sciences ............................................................................................................................................................................................................ Science Gold 
Biotechnology ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Science Gold 

College of Nursing 
DISCIPLINE  ................................................................................................................................. COLOR OF DISCIPLINE 
Nursing .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Apricot 

College of Optics and Photonics 
DISCIPLINE  ................................................................................................................................. COLOR OF DISCIPLINE 
Optics and Photonics ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Aqua 

College of Sciences 
DISCIPLINE  ................................................................................................................................. COLOR OF DISCIPLINE 
Anthropology  .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. White 
Biology  ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ Science Gold 
Chemistry ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................. Science Gold 
Communication  .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Crimson 
Forensic Science  ................................................................................................................................................................................................................ Science Gold 
Mathematical Sciences  ...................................................................................................................................................................................................... Science Gold 
Physics  ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ Science Gold 
Political Science  ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Dark Blue 
Psychology  .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Science Gold 
Sociology  ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... White 
Statistical Computing .......................................................................................................................................................................................................... Science Gold 

  Rosen College of Hospitality Management 
DISCIPLINE  ................................................................................................................................. COLOR OF DISCIPLINE 
Hospitality and Tourism Management ................................................................................................................................................................................... Pineapple 
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College Gonfalons 

The gonfalon originated in the medieval state of Italy as an ensign of the state of office. The UCF gonfalons 
designate the university seal, the various colleges, and the core values of The UCF Creed. The colors of the 
university, black and gold, are joined together in a UCF star common to all colleges.

The University Mace 

During the Middle Ages, the mace was an effective weapon in battle, but as newer and more powerful military arms 
developed, it was transformed into a symbol of authority. 

The earliest ceremonial maces were borne by bodyguards of 12th Century English and French kings. By the end of 
the 16th Century, they were used widely by officials of English cities and towns. Today, the ceremonial mace is 
found in the British Houses of Parliament and is frequently carried in ecclesiastical processions and in university 
convocations and commencement ceremonies. 

The mace incorporates two symbols identified with the University of Central Florida. The top is cast in the shape of 
the star found over the Pegasus in the UCF emblem. Inside the star is a reproduction of the “Flame of Hope” 
sculpture near the UCF library. 

The mace is cast in bronze with three bronze UCF emblems inlaid at the crest of the rosewood staff. The center of 
the staff is engraved with the names of the presidents of UCF. 

The creation of UCF’s mace was a collective effort by UCF art professor Jagdish Chavda, sculptor David Cambia, 
and wood craftsman David Conway. 

The Presidential Medallion 

The gold medallion worn by the university president at formal and ceremonial occasions marks the president as a 
distinguished scholar and administrator, the highest officer of the university, and one who strives to uphold the twin 
tenets established by its founders: Accent on the Individual and Accent on Excellence.

The medallion is embossed with the university seal showing the mythical Pegasus ascending toward a single 
heavenly star and the motto, Reach for the Stars. The seal serves as a visible reminder to each member of the 
university community to strive to reach individual goals. The president has been entrusted to maintain and develop 
an atmosphere in which these creeds can be realized. The presidential position represented by the medallion 
epitomizes the foundations and aspirations of the university that the president has pledged to uphold. 

As the only university official who can formally award a degree, the president recognizes the graduates for meeting 
the standards of excellence set by the university and for reaching the point from which new ventures begin. 

From the presentation of the first medallion in 1968 to charter President Charles Millican to the one worn today, the 
Presidential Medallion has remained a symbol of academic leadership and the legacy of those pioneers who 
launched a unique experiment in higher education.        
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Honorary Degrees Awarded 

December 1969 Kurt H. Debus, Doctor of Engineering Science 
  William H. Dial, Doctor of Commercial Science 
June 1970  John W. Young, Doctor of Applied Sciences 
March 1973 Louis C. Murray, Doctor of Public Service 
August 1974 Fred C. Clayton, Doctor of Professional  
       Engineering 
August 1978 Richard F. Livingston,  
       Doctor of Business Administration 
June 1979  Albert F. Hegenberger,  
       Doctor of Engineering Science 
  Lee R. Scherer, Doctor of Engineering Science 
December 1979 Joseph Daniel Duffey, Doctor of Humane Letters 
June 1980  Thelma Vivian Jackson Dudley,   
       Doctor of Humanities 
  Howard Phillips, Doctor of Public Service 
December 1981 Gene Burns, Master of Letters 
April 1982  Andrew Duda, Jr., Doctor of Agricultural Service 
  Ferdinand Duda, Doctor of Agricultural Service 
  John Duda, Doctor of Agricultural Service 
  Robert J. Whalen, Doctor of Engineering Science 
July 1982  Mary Jo Davis, Doctor of Public Service 
  William E. Davis, Doctor of Public Service 
December 1982 Joseph A. Boyd, Doctor of Engineering Science 
July 1983  J. W. Hubler, Doctor of Engineering Science 
  Charles Wadsworth, Doctor of Public Service 
December 1984 Allan E. Gotieb, Doctor of Laws 
May 1985  George J. Becker, Jr., Doctor of Public Service 
  Jerry Collins, Doctor of Public Service 
  D. Robert Graham, Doctor of Public Service 
  Walter O. Lowrie, Doctor of Engineering Science 
  William C. Schwartz, Doctor of Engineering 
       Science 
March 1986 Isaac Bashevis Singer, Doctor of Letters 
October 1988 Elie Wiesel, Doctor of Letters 
December 1988 Sven Caspersen, Doctor of Engineering Science 
  John D. Holloway, Doctor of Public Service 
  Wolfgang-Detlef Petri,  
       Doctor of Commercial Science 
May 1989  Frank M. Hubbard, Doctor of Public Service 
  David Albertson, Doctor of Humane Letters 
  William S. Jenkins, Doctor of Humane Letters 
  James C. Robinson, Doctor of Public Service 
  Charles N. Millican, Doctor of Laws 
May 1990  Helen Harris Perlman, Doctor of Humane Letters 
  Thaddeus Seymour, Doctor of Letters 
May 1991  Roald Hoffman, Doctor of Science 
May 1992  Robert Bryan, Doctor of Humane Letters 
May 1993  Buell G. Duncan, Jr., Doctor of Commercial 
       Science 
May 1995  Norman R. Augustine, Doctor of Engineering 
       Science 
December 1995 Jesse Stone, Doctor of Humane Letters 

May 1997  Maxwell C. King, Doctor of Public Service 
  Joe R. Lee, Doctor of Commercial Science 
August 1998 Trevor Colbourn, Doctor of Humane Letters 
December 1998 Linda W. Chapin, Doctor of Public Service 
December 1999 Oscar Arias, Doctor of Humane Letters 
  Reubin Askew, Doctor of Public Service 
  Desmond Tutu, Doctor of Humane Letters 
May 2000  Lotfi Zadeh, Doctor of Science 
May 2001  James Bacchus, Doctor of Public Services  
  Richard M. Karp, Doctor of Science 
  Joseph F. Traub, Doctor of Science 
  LeRoy T. Walker, Sr., Doctor of Public Service 
May 2002  Richard M. DeVos, Sr., Doctor of Commercial 
       Science 
October 2002 Albert Burnett, Doctor of Commercial Science 
  Nancy Burnett, Doctor of Commercial Science 
December 2002 Robert E. Kahn, Doctor of Science 
December 2004 G. Vince Amico, Doctor of Science 
  Lester Mandell, Doctor of Commercial Science 
May 2005  Harriet Elam-Thomas, Doctor of Public Service 
March 2006 Anibel Acevedo Vila, Doctor of Public Science 
December 2006 Rita Bornstein, Doctor of Humane Letters 
May 2007  Charles Hard Townes, Doctor of Science 
December 2008 Robert Vander Weide, Doctor of Commerce 
May 2009  Howard Lance, Doctor of Science 
December 2009 Jerry S. Roth, Doctor of Commercial Science 
December 2011 James A. Hinson, Doctor of Public Service 
December 2012  Sanford Shugart, Doctor of Humane Letters 
May 2013   William Jefferson Clinton, Doctor of Humane 
       Letters 
   Michael M. Crow, Doctor of Humane Letters 
August 2014  Judith A. Albertson, Doctor of Humane Letters 
  Phyllis A. Klock, Doctor of Commercial Science 
December 2014  Alan Ginsburg, Doctor of Public Service 
  Richard Walsh, Doctor of Commercial Science 
May 2016                    J. Charles Gray, Doctor of  Public Service 
                                    John Skipper, Doctor of Humane Letters 
August 2016 Alan Eustace, Doctor of Business 
April 2017  Mohammad bin Fahd bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, 
       Doctor of Public Service 
December 2017 Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, Doctor of Public Service 
  Anthony J. Nicholson, Doctor of Public Service 

April 1996  Nicolaas Bloembergen, Doctor of Science 
December 1996 Richard A. Nunis, Doctor of Public Service 

President John C. Hitt with Dr. Phyllis A. Klock. 
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Degrees Conferred 

B.A. Bachelor of Arts  
B.A.B.A. Bachelor of Arts in Business Administration
B.A.S. Bachelor of Applied Science 
B.Des. Bachelor of Design in Architecture 
B.F.A.  Bachelor of Fine Arts 
B.M.  Bachelor of Music 
B.M.E. Bachelor of Music Education 
B.S. Bachelor of Science 
B.S.As.E.  Bachelor of Science in Aerospace Engineering 
B.S.B.A. Bachelor of Science in Business Administration 
B.S.C.E.  Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering 
B.S.Cp.E. Bachelor of Science in Computer Engineering 
B.S.ConE Bachelor of Science in Construction Engineering 
B.S.E.E. Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering 
B.S.E.E.T. Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering Technology 
B.S.E.T. Bachelor of Science in Engineering Technology 
B.S.Env.E. Bachelor of Science in Environmental Engineering 
B.S.I.E. Bachelor of Science in Industrial Engineering 
B.S.M.E. Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering 
B.S.N. Bachelor of Science in Nursing 
B.S.P.S.E. Bachelor of Science in Photonic Science and Engineering 
B.S.W.  Bachelor of Social Work 
D.N.P. Doctor of Nursing Practice 
D.P.T. Doctor of Physical Therapy 
Ed.D.                  Doctor of Education 
Ed.S.                  Education Specialist 
M.A. Master of Arts 

M.A.A.E. Master of Arts in Applied Economics 
M.A.T. Master of Arts in Teaching 
M.P.A. Master of Public Administration 
M.B.A.  Master of Business Administration 
M.D. Doctor of Medicine 
M.Ed. Master of Education 
M.F.A. Master of Fine Arts 
M.N.M. Master of Nonprofit Management
M.S. Master of Science 
M.S.A. Master of Science in Accounting 
M.S.A.E. Master of Science in Aerospace Engineering 
M.S.B.M. Master of Sports Business Management 
M.S.C.E. Master of Science in Civil Engineering 
M.S.Cp.E. Master of Science in Computer Engineering 
M.S.E.E. Master of Science in Electrical Engineering 
M.S.Env.E. Master of Science in Environmental Engineering 
M.S.I.E. Master of Science in Industrial Engineering 
M.S.M. Master of Science in Management 
M.S.M.E. Master of Science in Mechanical Engineering
M.S.M.S.E. Master of Science in Material Science and 

Engineering 
M.S.N.  Master of Science in Nursing 
M.S.R.E. Master of Science in Real Estate 
M.S.T.  Master of Science in Taxation 
M.S.W.  Master of Social Work 
Ph.D.  Doctor of Philosophy 

Diploma Distribution Information 

Approximately 6-10 weeks after commencement, all baccalaureate, education specialists, and master’s degree 
diplomas will be mailed to the address indicated on the student’s Intent to Graduate form. Students should log into 
MyUCF to update their diploma mailing address if the diploma mailing address changes after filing their Intent to 
Graduate. 

For additional information, undergraduate students should call the Registrar’s Office at 407-823-3100. Graduate 
students should contact the College of Graduate Studies at 407-823-4132. 

Congratulations, graduates! 

Lost and found items may be turned in or claimed at Guest Services, located at the main entrance on the second 
level. All University of Central Florida campus activities, events, programs, and facilities are available to all 

students of any race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, marital status, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, gender expression, and veterans’ status with due respect to law and the university’s philosophy of respect 

for individual and personal dignity. 



UCF ALMA MATER

All hail to Alma Mater whose banner black and gold, 

Will wave in fame and splendor as the passing years unfold. 

May loyalty and friendship, within our hearts unite, 

And light the star to guide us ever upward in our flight. 

With honor and affection our friendship will renew, 

We sing of thee our Alma Mater ever true. 
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Class Gift Donors 
Donations received as of April 13, 2018

Sara Adams 
Kaycie Adams 
Saba Ahmed 
Jessica Aksu 
Joann Alcaide 
Jude AlKhaldi 
Helen Alonso 
Sydney Alonso 
Eric Anderson 
Melissa Anderson 
Alex Arango 
Carolina Arcila 
Michael Argent 
Marianela Arreaza 
Milena Atkinson 
Cassandra Bacon 
Bonita Bagley 
Marsha Baptiste 
Lourdes Barbosa Gonzalez 
Brandon Barnett 
Sarah Barolette 
Danielle Baroody 
Daniel Batista 
Brittany Baxter 
Cassandra Beach 
Tori Beardsley 
Sharon Behar 
Laura Behnke 
Joi Bell 
Ana Beltran 
Eliana Benevento 
Stacey Bennett 
Kristina Benoit 
Diana Bermudez 
Camila Beron 
Michelle Bhagwandin 
Rabina Bissessar 
Jessica Blair 
Sarah Blair 
Madison Blake 
Kimberly Bogers 
Paige Bohner 
Shaquila Bonilla 
Lisa Booth 
Jacob Boring 
Oleta Bradley 
Stephen Brandt 
Savannah Breazel 
Jonathan Brescia 
Sarah Bright 
Shantel Brinnius 
Maria Briones 
Andrew Brostrom 
Lauren Brown 
Tevin Brown 
Denique Brown 
Marveis Bruce-Tagoe 
Anastasia Brumley 
Lauren Brumsey 
Matthew Burger 
Michelle Burque 
Austin Bustamante 
Madison Butchin 
Luis Cabezas 
Aleida Cabrera 
Steven Calamusa 
Ellen Jayne Calma 
Joshua Camarillo 
Alyssa Campbell 
Erick Campos 
Kimberly Canaperi 
Dagmariel Caraballo-Morales 
Samantha Carisse 
Alexis Carryl 

Leahra Casing 
Erica Castaneda 
Valentina Castano 
Marjorie Celestino 
Kai Yin Chan 
Nicholas Chase 
Nicole Chik 
Grace Chou 
Kavika Chugh 
Adria Clark 
Yukako Clarke 
Micaela Cleere 
Karina Coapstick 
Yesenia Conde 
Justin Conti 
Jessie Cook 
Danielle Coppens 
Jamie Corey 
Melanie Cossin 
Erin Courtney 
Latresa Craig 
Krystel Crichton 
Ariel Cruz 
Wanda Curtis 
Danielle Dalessio 
Christopher D'Amico 
Devon Darby 
Amarilies Davila 
Damaris Davila 
Deanna Davis 
Natalya De Gracia 
Sheriza Deen 
Mia Degirolmo 
Amapola Del Solar Hernandez 
Samantha Demircioglu 
Sophia Demircioglu 
Milka Derisma 
Christina Desantis 
Ansley Destefano 
Kelly DeSuza 
Ashley Diaz 
Marco Diaz 
Sandra Dieguez 
Brandon Dillinger 
Jackson DiMaria 
Krystal Disilvester 
Emily Distler 
Cassandra Dixon 
Christony Dobson 
Enoch Dollison 
Daron Drylie 
Ann Durham 
Karin Dutton 
Jamaria Dykes 
Kendra Dziubek 
Emelina Edwards 
Inaki Erkicia 
Khloe Erosa 
Jennifer Erthal 
Tobi Farber 
Cara Felder 
Stephanie Feliciano 
Kaizamar Feliciano Gonzalez 
Kelsey Feng 
Janet Fernandez Coronado 
Sutherland Fertig 
Rachel Fewin 
Genesis Figueroa 
Dianelis Figueroa 
Ashlie Filemond 
Omega Fleary 
Elizabeth Foley 
Kalleigh Forrester 
Jeremy Foskitt 

Morgan Foster 
Alexandra Fox 
Katherine Frangoul 
Sabrina Frank Von 
Frankenstein
Katelyn Franklin 
Jenna Furchak 
Lysette Garcia 
Sabrina Garoutsos 
Timothy Garrett 
Elsa Genova 
Kayla Gibson 
Kaley Gilbert 
Melissa Gipson 
Camille Gonzales 
Janelys Gonzalez 
Zachary Good 
Robert Grabowski 
Destinee Graham 
Brianna Grant 
Rachael Grassa 
Danielle Griffith 
Lyndsi Grose 
Kasten Guarnieri 
Lisandra Guevara 
Jessica Guevara 
Anjula Gupta 
Elizabeth Guzman 
Carolyn Hair 
Carissa Hamilton 
Haley Hardin 
Alexis Hardisty 
Theresa Hartmann 
Ashton Hatter 
Brandon Haycock 
Jared Hayduke 
Kaitlyn Heilfurth 
Joseph Henderson 
Juliana Hernandez 
Jenny Hogue 
Haley Hohnhorst 
Yingying Huang 
Ashlynn Hughes 
Bethany Humphrey 
Kenzy Isnady 
Kenisha Jackson 
Jennifer Jacolow 
Alicia Jagprashad 
Trevon James 
Tersy Jean Louis 
Mckenzie Jimenez 
Jessica Johansen 
Christine Johnson 
Ashley Johnson 
Kaitlyn Johnston 
Haley Jones 
Jenna Jones 
Kevin Joseph 
Gessica Joseph 
Wellise Joseph 
Amanda Kerns 
Christina Khouri 
Kirsten Kielma 
Jane Kim 
Barbara King 
Anna King 
Randi Kittle 
Heidi Kiziah 
Timothy Knoll 
Erika Koger 
Julie Kosharek 
Jeffrey Koster 
Haley Kruger 
Taylor Kugel 
Lindsey Kulchin 

Sabine Lacroix 
Sarah Lambert-Joiner 
Danielle Lamparelli 
Kimberly Larson 
Jessica LaVigne 
Molly Lavoie 
Kristine Lawrence 
Eliza Lawrence 
Marie Legagneur 
Carrie Lenberger 
Cecilia Leon 
Sydney Levine 
Tommey Liang 
Meaghan Linhart 
Kelly Locke 
Megan Loibl 
Jabari Long 
Taylor Longbrake 
Steve Lue 
Jeremy Lugo 
Victoria Madrazo 
Candace Maestre 
Autumn Mann 
Montana Manos 
Lenyshka Marrero-Rivera 
Janet Martin 
Laura Martin 
Melissa Martinez 
Janki Matalia 
Cristina Mateo 
Tyra'N Matthews 
Karen Maurino 
Salina McClain 
Jarvis McCray 
Christina McCullen 
Danielle McDonough 
Caitlin Mcgonegal 
Courtney Mcgonegal 
Lauren McLeod 
Francisco Medina 
Charles Meissner 
Anastasia Mello 
Kelly Merrill 
Yuma Mettelus 
Latisha Miller 
Leili Molzan 
Gabriel Montes 
Aleeyah Montgomery 
Natalie Moore 
Carey Morales 
Marisabel Morejon 
Sonia Moreno 
Diana Moreno-Rivera 
Gabrielle Morford 
Marissa Morlock 
Alexa Moscatello 
Lillian Moses 
Adam Myhill 
Katie Nakonechny 
Lina Navas 
Damaris Nazario 
Samantha Neff 
Maureen Nelson 
Jamie Nelson 
Lynelle Newton 
Sarah Nguyen 
Hong Ngoc Nguyen 
Cynthia Nnagboro 
Hope Noe 
Richard Norris 
Christey Oberbeck 
Roger Orta 
Jayleen Ortiz 
Julianna Ortiz 

Danielle Palko 
Amelia Pardoe 
Marianna Parnham
Andrew Pasztor 
Ricardo Payne 
Sabrina Pearce 
Brenda Pendharkar 
Saraya Perry 
Johnequa Perry 
Ganesh Persaud 
Nicholas Persico 
Vashti Phanisnaraine 
Anthony Piazza 
Leslie Piland 
Paola Pineda Porras 
Enhid Faye Pitas 
Kuldeep Pooran 
Emily Probst 
Angela Proskauer 
Courtney Pruett 
Dalia Quevedo 
Regine Zara Quinain 
Carlos Raffucci 
Angela Ramirez 
Julie Ramos 
Olivia Randall-Kosich 
Erika Rappleyea 
Alexa Ratigan 
Corrine Rattray 
Miranda Raustad 
Daniel Regner 
Kimberly Reilley 
Rebecca Restani 
Lydia Rhoa 
Rachel Rich 
Tracy Riggs 
Selys Rivera 
Sandra Rivera 
Ruben Rivera 
Heriberto Rivera-Beltran 
Melanie Rodriguez 
Enereida Rodriguez 
Ciara Rodriguez 
Paola Rodriguez 
Alexandria Rodriguez 
Nikol Rodriguez 
Katherine Rodriguez Romero 
Ginger Rodwell 
Nicole Roeseler 
Alaina Rollins 
James Ross 
Ciara Routly 
Lia Rudd 
Alyssa Rudolph 
Ariana Ruiz 
Madison Russell 
Joseph Russo 
Priscilla Ryan 
Sarah Sacra 
Kathleen Sakowicz 
Savannah Salyer 
Nehemie Samedi 
Katheryn Samper-Salcedo 
Rachelle Samson 
Ricardo Sanchez 
Sergio Sanchez Remicio 
Sarah Sangeleer 
Marilyn Savlan 
Spencer Scheirer 
Robert Schmidt 
Christopher Schneider 
Shelby Scotese 
Alyson Seiwert 
Kristen Sellecchia 

Frank Shala 
Lenora Sheppard 
Valencia Sims 
Ashley Sitzes 
Amanda Skutinsky 
Keyonnia Small 
Robert Smith 
Angela Smithson 
Tiffany Snyder 
Sydney Solan 
My-Dung Son 
Lieshia Sousa 
Micalister Stash 
Kiarra Steer 
Allison Steifeld 
Hailey Steuer 
Lauren Stevens 
Julianna Steward 
Yvonne Stubbs 
Annette Swiger 
Amanda Swiger 
Marvin Sygney 
Taylor Tachon 
Alexis Talicol 
Erika Tan 
Alissa Taylor 
Victoria Taylor 
Joanne Tejero 
Audrey Thomas 
Carolyn Thomas 
Sarah Rose Thornton 
Tracey Thrush 
Connor Tibedo 
Selena Toback 
Nicole Toothaker 
Natalie Torbert 
Maria Toro Arenas 
Eliany Torrez Pon 
Rachel Totaram 
Anh Tran 
Jessica Traster 
Jennifer Truzzolino 
Evan Tucker 
Charles Vasquez 
Elizabeth Vasquez 
Amanda Veve 
Austin Villa 
Stephanie Vitek 
Madison Ward 
Duenna Warren 
Jacoby Washington 
Petesha Watson 
Alexandra Weinstein 
Alexandra Welsch 
Kellie Wessel 
Matthew Whalen 
Mitchell Whigham 
Matthew White 
Sandra Whitwam 
Charlene Williams 
Shani Williams 
Taylor Wilson 
Allison Wolfarth-Solano 
James Wolfenden 
Olga Wood 
Gregory Wright 
Nicole Wrobel 
Kathern Yarborough 
Beth Young 
Andrew Zapotosky 
Laura Zuluaga 
Nicole Zumsteg
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NOTES





U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  C E N T R A L  F L O R I D A

4 3 6 5  A N D R O M E D A  L O O P  N .

O R L A N D O ,  F L  3 2 8 1 6

4 0 7 - 8 2 3 - 2 0 0 0

C O M M E N C E M E N T . U C F . E D U

This commencement program will be available at http://commencement.ucf.edu/2018/spring/archive 

for download as a PDF beginning Monday, May 7, 2018.


