
COMMENCEMENT
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  C E N T R A L  F L O R I D A

A U G U S T  5 ,  2 0 1 7  |  C F E  A R E N A  |  O R L A N D O ,  F L



C R E E D
I N T E G R I T Y

S C H O L A R S H I P

C O M M U N I T Y

C R E A T I V I T Y

E X C E L L E N C E

I will practice and defend academic and personal honesty.

I will use my talents to enrich the human experience.

I will cherish and honor learning as a fundamental purpose  
of my membership in the UCF community.

I will strive toward the highest standards of performance  
in any endeavor I undertake.

I will promote an open and supportive campus 
 environment by respecting the rights and  

contributions of every individual.
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About the University of Central Florida 
   
  
 
The University of Central Florida is a thriving preeminent research university located in metropolitan Orlando. With 
more than 64,000 students, UCF is one of the largest universities in the United States. In addition to its impressive 
size and strength, UCF is ranked as a best-value university by The Princeton Review and Kiplinger’s, as well as one 
of the nation’s most affordable colleges by Forbes. The university benefits from a diverse faculty and staff who create 
a welcoming environment and opportunities for all students to grow, learn, and succeed. 

A Foundation For Success 

UCF and its 13 colleges offer more than 212 degrees from UCF’s 
main campus, hospitality campus, health sciences campus, 10 
regional locations, and online program. The 1,415-acre main 
campus is 13 miles east of downtown Orlando and adjacent to one 
of the top research parks in the nation. Regional campuses are 
located throughout Central Florida and include a fully accredited 
College of Medicine in the Medical City at Lake Nona. UCF’s 
online only programs include bachelor degrees, graduate degrees, 
and graduate certificates. 

By the Numbers 

UCF offers 93 bachelor’s, 86 master’s, 27 research doctorates, three 
professional doctorates, and three specialist degree programs, and it 
leads all universities in Florida by conferring more than 16,000 
degrees a year. In fall 2016, the freshman class had an average SAT 
two-score of 1262, The Burnett Honors College enrolled nearly 
1,700 students, and the number of incoming National Merit Scholars 
ranked UCF among the top 30 colleges and universities in the 
nation. 

Top-Ranked College Education 

UCF is an academic, partnership, and research leader in numerous 
fields, such as optics and lasers, modeling and simulation, 
engineering and computer science, business administration, 
education, hospitality management, health care, and video game 
design. In fact, UCF’s Florida Interactive Entertainment Academy 
is ranked as the nation’s number 2 game school by The Princeton 
Review. 

Knight Life 

Home to Spectrum Stadium and the CFE Arena, UCF hosts a variety 
of concerts and shows, plus NCAA sports and cultural events. 
Student housing is abundant, as are on-campus events and activities. 
UCF offers an array of student services, hundreds of student clubs 
and organizations, and dedicated academic resources to help 
students succeed in school and as alumni. The UCF Downtown 
Campus, scheduled to open in fall 2019, will provide innovative 
education for high-demand fields such as digital media and health 
information technology. 
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Office of the President 
P.O. Box 160002 
Orlando, FL 32816-0002 
 
 
 
 
Dear Graduates: 

 
I congratulate you on earning your degrees, a big achievement for you and your families! 
 
We often say that the future of UCF and Orlando is big, and today I encourage you to think and 
dream big about your future.  
 
Your university education will be of immeasurable benefit to you for the rest of your lives. As you 
leave UCF, or continue your education here, keep stimulating the intellectual curiosity that got you 
this far, and never stop learning.  
 
Use your knowledge, talent, and degree to their fullest, and you will help to make a better future 
for our society. 
 
Remember your friends, family, and faculty members who helped you to grow intellectually, 
emotionally, and socially. And remember your university for the benefit of future students whose 
lives and livelihoods will be lifted here. 
 
I believe everyone has potential. And, when all of us unleash our full potential together, anything 
is possible. 
 
Best wishes for a lifetime of success and satisfaction. 
 
Cordially yours, 
 
 
 
 
 
John C. Hitt 
President 
 

 
 
 
 

An Equal Opportunity-Affirmative Action Institution 
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Mr. Grant J. Heston ....................................................................... Vice President for Communications and Marketing 
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Dr. Michael Frumkin ................................................................................ Dean, College of Health and Public Affairs 
Dr. Mary Lou Sole ................................................................................................................. Dean, College of Nursing 
Dr. Bahaa A. Saleh ...................................................................... Dean and Director, College of Optics and Photonics 
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Marcos R. Marchena, 
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University of Central Florida 
Commencement Program 

 

 
 

Prelude 
 

The Processional 
The Platform Party 

The Faculty 
The Baccalaureate and Graduate Candidates 

 
 

Convening of the Commencement 
 

The National Anthem 
 

Opening Remarks and Introductions 
John C. Hitt, President 

 
Commencement Address 

 
The Conferring of Degrees 

The Faculty 
The Deans 

The Provost 
The President 

 
Honors and Individual Recognition* 

Student Body Representative 
Alumni Association Representative 

 
Alma Mater 

 
The Recessional   

The Platform Party 
The Faculty  

The Graduate and Baccalaureate Candidates 
 

Andrew Walker, Organist   
Jose Velez, Vocalist 

David Enzfelder and Reg Lyle, Bagpipers 
Reader by ROMAGNA Company 

Sign Language Interpreter by Interpretek  
Captioning by Central Florida Captioning and CART Services 

 
* Applause is the most appropriate method of conveying congratulations as your graduate’s name is called. 

Other methods may keep your neighbors from hearing their graduate’s name. 
 

As a courtesy to the graduates and families being recognized today, we ask that you remain in your seat until all 
graduates have crossed the platform.   

 
The ceremony will last approximately two hours. 

 
Thank you for joining the faculty, staff, administration, and student body in honoring our graduates. 
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College of Arts and Humanities, College of Business Administration, College of Education and 
Human Performance, College of Graduate Studies, College of Nursing, College of Undergraduate 

Studies, and Rosen College of Hospitality Management.  
August 5, 2017 – 9:00 a.m. 

Platform Party 
Grand Marshal ................................................................................................................................... Mr. Jeffrey Rupert 
Commencement Speaker ................................................................................................. The Honorable Jason Brodeur 
President ................................................................................................................................................ Dr. John C. Hitt 
Provost and Executive Vice President ......................................................................................... Dr. A. Dale Whittaker 
Senior Vice President for University Relations ...................................................................... Dr. Daniel C. Holsenbeck 
Vice President and General Counsel ....................................................................................................... Mr. Scott Cole 
Vice President for Student Development and Enrollment Services .................................................. Dr. Maribeth Ehasz 
Vice President for Administration and Finance and Chief Financial Officer ........................... Mr. William F. Merck II 
Vice President for Alumni Relations and Development  ...................................................... Mr. Michael J. Morsberger 
Vice President and Executive Chief of Staff ...................................................................................... Dr. John F. Schell 
Associate Dean, College of Graduate Studies .............................................................................. Dr. John Weishampel 
Dean, The Burnett Honors College................................................................................................... Dr. Alvin Y. Wang 
Dean, College of Arts and Humanities .............................................................................................. Mr. Jeffrey Moore 
Dean, College of Business Administration .............................................................................................. Dr. Paul Jarley 
Dean, College of Education and Human Performance .................................................................. Dr. Pamela S. Carroll 
Dean, College of Nursing .................................................................................................................. Dr. Mary Lou Sole 
Vice Provost for Teaching and Learning and Dean, College of Undergraduate Studies .......... Dr. Elizabeth A. Dooley 
Dean, Rosen College of Hospitality Management ........................................................................... Dr. Abraham Pizam 
Honorary Degree .............................................................................................................. Mr. Leonard E. Williams, Sr. 
UCF Board of Trustees Chair Emeritus .................................................................................................. Dr. Rick Walsh 
Alumni Representative .......................................................................................................... Mr. Michael T. Manglardi 
Student Government Association President.............................................................................  Mr. Nicholas R. Larkins 
University Faculty Representative ............................................................................................................ Dr. Alan Fyall 
Staff Council Representative ...............................................................................................................  Ms. Julie Voyles 
Order of Pegasus .............................................................................................................. Dr. Whitney Priscilla Watkins 
 
 
 

 

 

Jason Brodeur, elected to the Florida House of Representatives in 2010, is a 
tireless advocate for the citizens of Sanford, his hometown, and for all of 
Central Florida.  

In the Florida House, Brodeur chairs the important Health and Human 
Services Appropriations Subcommittee. He has also served as chair of the 
Health and Human Service Committee, Government Operations 
Subcommittee, and the Health Innovation Subcommittee, where he 
championed reform.  

Brodeur has been recognized for his legislative achievements by many of the 
state’s leading advocacy groups, including the Florida Chamber of 
Commerce and the Children’s Home Society. He has been honored as 
legislator of the year by the Legal Aid Society and the Florida Coalition for 
Children.  

Always putting the well-being of his community first, Brodeur is a member 
of the Sanford Rotary, served on the Citizen’s Safety Task Force, and is 
president/CEO of the Seminole County Regional Chamber of Commerce. In 
2016 the Orlando Business Journal named him CEO of the year. He has also 
been an effective ally and good friend to UCF for many years.    

Brodeur attended UCF before he earned a bachelor’s degree in Food and 
Resource Economics and a Master of Business Administration degree from 
the University of Florida.  

 

Commencement Speaker 

The Honorable 
Jason Brodeur 



 
 

 
 

vii 

College of Engineering and Computer Science, College of Health and Public Affairs,  
College of Medicine, College of Optics and Photonics, and College of Sciences  

August 5, 2017 – 2:30 p.m. 
Platform Party 

Grand Marshal ............................................................................................................................... Dr. Wendell Lawther  
Commencement Speaker ....................................................................................................... The Honorable John Mica 
President ................................................................................................................................................ Dr. John C. Hitt 
Provost and Executive Vice President ......................................................................................... Dr. A. Dale Whittaker 
Senior Vice President for University Relations ...................................................................... Dr. Daniel C. Holsenbeck 
Vice President and General Counsel ....................................................................................................... Mr. Scott Cole 
Vice President for Student Development and Enrollment Services .................................................. Dr. Maribeth Ehasz 
Vice President for Administration and Finance and Chief Financial Officer ........................... Mr. William F. Merck II 
Vice President for Alumni Relations and Development  ...................................................... Mr. Michael J. Morsberger 
Vice President and Executive Chief of Staff ...................................................................................... Dr. John F. Schell 
Associate Dean, College of Graduate Studies .............................................................................. Dr. John Weishampel 
Dean, The Burnett Honors College................................................................................................... Dr. Alvin Y. Wang 
Dean, College of Engineering and Computer Science ......................................................... Dr. Michael Georgiopoulos 
Dean, College of Health and Public Affairs .................................................................................. Dr. Michael Frumkin 
Associate Dean, College of Medicine .............................................................................................. Dr. Richard Peppler 
Dean, College of Optics and Photonics ................................................................................................. Dr. Bahaa Saleh 
Dean, College of Sciences .............................................................................................................. Dr. Michael Johnson 
State Representative ................................................................................................. The Honorable Amber L. Mariano 
Alumni Representative .......................................................................................................... Mr. Gregory Pearlman, Jr. 
Student Government Association President.............................................................................  Mr. Nicholas R. Larkins 
University Faculty Representative ........................................................................................................ Dr. Jana Jasinski 
Staff Council Representative ...............................................................................................................  Ms. Julie Voyles 
 
 

Commencement Speaker 

John Mica, a successful Central Florida businessman, was elected in 1992 to 
the United States House of Representatives. There he distinguished himself 
as a recognized national transportation leader and a highly successful 
advocate for veterans.  

During his 24 years as a United States congressman, Mica chaired the Civil 
Service, Criminal Justice and Drug Policy, Aviation, Government Operations, 
and Transportation Oversight Subcommittees. As chair of the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure, he passed major highway, rail, aviation, 
water resources, and Coast Guard legislation. 

In Central Florida, Mica’s transportation projects have included the massive 
I-4 reconstruction, SunRail, and the Orlando International Airport expansion. 
Championing our Florida veterans, he worked to improve veterans’ medical 
facilities and to insure the completion of Orlando’s Veterans Administration 
Hospital.   

Mica has also been an effective proponent for our area’s essential simulation 
and modeling industry, working with UCF to grow the industry that is vital to 
our university and to our Central Florida economy.      

Mica’s public service has been recognized with numerous awards, including 
the national award of every major veterans’ organization, honorary degrees, 
and the Ellis Island Medal of Freedom. 

Mica graduated from Miami Dade College and the University of Florida, 
earning a degree in education.   

 

The Honorable 
John Mica 
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Candidates for Doctoral Degrees 
 

 
College of Arts and Humanities 

 
 
IRENE LUCY PYNN 
Text and Technology 
Major Advisor: Dr. Martha Brenckle 
 
 

College of Business Administration 
 
 
MATTHEW D. GRIFFITH 
Business Administration 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Robert Folger 

MAHSA KHOSHNOUD 
Business Administration 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Honghui Chen 
 
 

 
College of Education and Human Performance 

 
 

ALICIA COLLEEN ABBEY-BELL 
Curriculum and Instruction 
Major Advisor: Dr. Mary E. Little 
 
VICTOR JOSE ARGUELLES 
Curriculum and Instruction 
Major Advisor: Dr. Richard Hartshorne 
 
SAMUEL L. BIERBRAUER 
Education 
Major Advisor: Dr. Glenn W. Lambie 
Major Advisor: Dr. Sejal Barden 
 
TAYLOR ANNE BOUSFIELD 
Education 
Major Advisor: Dr. Lisa A. Dieker 
 
ADRIENNE CRAYTON BROWN 
Educational Leadership 
Major Advisor: Dr. Barbara A. Murray 
 
NICOLE HAMMOND CARRASQUEL 
Education 
Major Advisor: Dr. Marcella A. Farina 
 
ALEXANDER JOHN CHRIEST 
Education 
Major Advisor: Dr. Michele G. Gill 
 
KARENA SHARA CHUNOO 
Educational Leadership 
Major Advisor: Dr. Barbara A. Murray 

CLAIRE LINDSAY DONEHOWER 
Education 
Major Advisor: Dr. Eleazar Vasquez, III 
 
CHRISTINE KIM DUFF 
Education 
Major Advisor: Dr. Rebecca A. Hines 
 
VICTORIA MICHELE FRANZESE 
Education 
Major Advisor: Dr. Glenda A. Gunter 
 
JENNIFER ANNE HOLBROOK 
Education 
Major Advisor: Dr. Lisa A. Dieker 
 
JESSICA ROSEMERRI KELCE 
Educational Leadership 
Major Advisor: Dr. Barbara A. Murray 
 
MARCELINO GERALD KOCK 
Education 
Major Advisor: Dr. Tadayuki Hara 
 
JENNIFER RAE LAWHON 
Curriculum and Instruction 
Major Advisor: Dr. Carolyn Walker Hopp 
 
NAOMI MALONE 
Education 
Major Advisor: Dr. Atsusi Hirumi 
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MARY PORTER MITCHELL 
Education 
Major Advisor: Dr. Barbara J. Ehren 
 
MARIA TERESA CAMACHO MOODY 
Curriculum and Instruction 
Major Advisor: Dr. Martha Lue Stewart 
 
JUANITA LASHA MORROW 
Educational Leadership 
Major Advisor: Dr. Barbara A. Murray 
 
SAMANTHA LINDSEY MRSTIK 
Education 
Major Advisor: Dr. Lisa A. Dieker 
 
BRIAN WILLIAM OGLE 
Curriculum and Instruction 
Major Advisor: Dr. Thomas Dwight Cox 
 
PAMELA LUCIA RAJADHYAX 
Educational Leadership 
Major Advisor: Dr. Rosemarye T. Taylor 
 
ANDREA M. REDISKE 
Education 
Major Advisor: Dr. Malcom B. Butler 
 
SHALANDER LATRICIA SAMUELS 
Curriculum and Instruction 
Major Advisor: Dr. Carolyn Walker Hopp 
 
AMANDA BRIANNE SAXMAN 
Curriculum and Instruction 
Major Advisor: Dr. Carolyn Walker Hopp 
 
DAVID HOWARD SCHLEITH 
Educational Leadership 
Major Advisor: Dr. Kenneth Murray 
 
DENA SLANDA 
Education 
Major Advisor: Dr. Mary E. Little 
 
LOURDES HAJASH SMITH 
Education 
Major Advisor: Dr. Vicky I. Zygouris-Coe 

MODUPE SOREMI 
Curriculum and Instruction 
Major Advisor: Dr. Carolyn Walker Hopp 
 
ERICA NICOLE SUTULA 
Educational Leadership 
Major Advisor: Dr. Rosemarye T. Taylor 
 
MATTHEW SCOTT TAYLOR 
Education 
Major Advisor: Dr. Lisa A. Dieker 
 
LEAH CHRISTINE TORRES 
Educational Leadership 
Major Advisor: Dr. Kenneth Murray 
 
SHANE MARIE TRENTA 
Education 
Major Advisor: Dr. Michele G. Gill 
 
ADAM ULENSKI 
Education 
Major Advisor: Dr. Michele G. Gill 
Major Advisor: Dr. Michelle Kelley 
 
DIANA GILLIAN VIOLETTE 
Educational Leadership 
Major Advisor: Dr. Kenneth Murray 
 
MARCUS ANTHONY VU 
Curriculum and Instruction 
Major Advisor: Dr. Elsie L. Olan 
 
WHITNEY PRISCILLA WATKINS 
Educational Leadership 
Major Advisor: Dr. Kathleen King 
 
KARI M. WHALEY 
Educational Leadership 
Major Advisor: Dr. Rosemarye T. Taylor 
Major Advisor: Dr. Thomas Vitale 
 
TING YAN 
Education 
Major Advisor: Dr. Joyce Nutta 
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College of Engineering and Computer Science 
 
 
YASIR FAROUK YOUSUF AL-LEBBAN 
Civil Engineering 
Major Advisor: Dr. Kevin Mackie 
 
AHMED QASIM JUMAAH ALDHAHAB 
Electrical Engineering 
Major Advisor: Dr. Wasfy B. Mikhael 
Major Advisor: Dr. George Atia 
 
SARMAD FAWZI HAMZA ALHASAN 
Electrical Engineering 
Major Advisor: Dr. Robert E. Peale 
Major Advisor: Dr. Kalpathy B. Sundaram 
 
FAISAL ABDULRAHMAN ALQUAIED 
Electrical Engineering 
Major Advisor: Dr. W. Linwood Jones 
 
MURAD IBRAHEEM ANDEJANY 
Industrial Engineering 
Major Advisor: Dr. Ahmad Elshennawy 
 
QING CAI 
Civil Engineering 
Major Advisor: Dr. Mohamed Abdel-Aty 
 
WEI DAI 
Computer Engineering 
Major Advisor: Dr. Mostafa Bassiouni 
 
MATTHEW THOMAS DAVIS 
Industrial Engineering 
Major Advisor: Dr. Michael D. Proctor 
 
VAAHINI GANESAN 
Mechanical Engineering 
Major Advisor: Dr. Tuhin K. Das 
 
NICHOLAS T. JOHNSON 
Electrical Engineering 
Major Advisor: Dr. W. Linwood Jones 
 
ENAS FAWZI KHAIRULLAH 
Computer Science 
Major Advisor: Dr. Mainak Chatterjee 
 
NAVID KHOSHAVI NAJAFABADI 
Computer Engineering 
Major Advisor: Dr. Ronald F. Demara 

HUIHUI LI 
Electrical Engineering 
Major Advisor: Dr. Lei Wei 
 
KAI LI 
Computer Science 
Major Advisor: Dr. Kien A. Hua 
 
WEI LIANG 
Electrical Engineering 
Major Advisor: Dr. Kalpathy B. Sundaram 
 
MEHRDAD MEHRVAND 
Mechanical Engineering 
Major Advisor: Dr. Shawn A. Putnam 
 
CHRIS A. ORIORDAN ADJAH 
Civil Engineering 
Major Advisor: Dr. Necati Catbas 
 
ERIC CARLOS ORTIZ 
Modeling and Simulation 
Major Advisor: Dr. Lauren Reinerman-Jones 
 
YANGYANG QIAO 
Mechanical Engineering 
Major Advisor: Dr. Yuanli Bai 
 
SULTAN KHALID SALAMAH 
Environmental Engineering 
Major Advisor: Dr. Andrew A. Randall 
 
SHASHANK SARAF 
Materials Science and Engineering 
Major Advisor: Dr. Sudipta Seal 
 
YEVGENIY IL’ICH SHER 
Computer Science 
Major Advisor: Dr. Shaojie Zhang 
 
WAQAS SULTANI 
Computer Science 
Major Advisor: Dr. Mubarak Shah 
 
ALAM ABBAS SYED 
Electrical Engineering 
Major Advisor: Dr. Hassan Foroosh 
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JOHN MICHAEL SZILAGYI 
Electrical Engineering 
Major Advisor: Dr. Martin Richardson 
 
SEYED MILAD TAYEBI 
Electrical Engineering 
Major Advisor: Dr. Issa Batarseh 
 
RAMAZAN UNLU 
Industrial Engineering 
Major Advisor: Dr. Qipeng Zheng 
Major Advisor: Dr. Petros Xanthopoulos 
 
VICTOR HUGO VELEZ 
Electrical Engineering 
Major Advisor: Dr. Kalpathy B. Sudaram 
 
XIAOCHEN WANG 
Materials Science and Engineering 
Major Advisor: Dr. Hyoung Jin Cho 

XIN WANG 
Materials Science and Engineering 
Major Advisor: Dr. Jihua Gou 
 
JIAWEI WU 
Civil Engineering 
Major Advisor: Dr. Essam Radwan 
 
BENJAMIN ALLEN YOAKUM 
Environmental Engineering 
Major Advisor: Dr. Steven Duranceau 
 
NILOOFAR YOUSEFI 
Industrial Engineering 
Major Advisor: Dr. Mansooreh Mollaghasem 
 

 
College of Health and Public Affairs 

 
 
KRUPARAJ MADHUPAL SHETTIAN 
Public Affairs 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Thomas T.H. Wan

TINA YEUNG 
Public Affairs 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Thomas T.H. Wan

 
College of Medicine 

 
 
PHILIP PATRICK ADAMS 
Biomedical Sciences 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Mollie W. Jewett 
 
SAMBUDDHA BASU 
Biomedical Sciences 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Yoon-Seong Kim 

BRACKEN FRANKLIN ROBERTS 
Biomedical Sciences 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Debopam Chakrabarti 
 

 
College of Nursing 

 
 
CINDY ANN GROW 
Nursing Practice 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Christopher Blackwell 
 
LAUREN TAYLOR MORATA 
Nursing Practice 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Mary Lou Sole 

KATHARINE BARBARA SALI SCHAEFER 
Nursing Practice 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Angela Ritten 
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College of Optics and Photonics 

 
 
KRISTINA MARIE BAGNELL 
Optics and Photonics 
Major Advisor: Dr. Peter J. Delfyett 

BIN HUANG 
Optics and Photonics 
Major Advisor: Dr. Guifang Li 

College of Sciences 
 
 
EDWANNA A. ANDREWS 
Sociology 
Major Advisor: Dr. David A. Gay 
 
MARTA ANGUERA ANTONANA 
Physics 
Major Advisor: Dr. Enrique Del Barco 
 
MANDI N. BARRINGER 
Sociology 
Major Advisor: Dr. David A. Gay 
 
CHENG CHENG 
Mathematics 
Major Advisor: Dr. Xin Li 
Major Advisor: Dr. Qiyu Sun 
 
JASON CHRISTENSEN 
Security Studies 
Major Advisor: Dr. Barbara Kinsey 
 
NATASHA SHIDET DEPESA 
Psychology 
Major Advisor: Dr. Jeffrey Cassisi 
 
FRANCES E. DEAVERS 
Psychology 
Major Advisor: Dr. Jeffrey Cassisi 
 
TYLER GOMEZ 
Mathematics 
Major Advisor: Dr. Jason Swanson 
 
MADELEINE JEAN JOHNSON 
Chemistry 
Major Advisor: Dr. Andres D. Campiglia 
 
IAN CHRISTOPHER KUTCH 
Conservation Biology 
Major Advisor: Dr. Kenneth Fedorka 

ZOE AUGUSTA LANDSMAN 
Physics 
Major Advisor: Dr. Humberto Campins 
 
MATTHEW L. LAPALME 
Psychology 
Major Advisor: Dr. Dana L. Joseph 
 
AMANDA FAITH LOWELL 
Psychology 
Major Advisor: Dr. Kimberly Renk 
 
DAVID JEROME NASH 
Chemistry 
Major Advisor: Dr. Richard George Blair 
 
SARAH ANNE ORBAN 
Psychology 
Major Advisor: Dr. Mark D. Rapport 
 
SUDEEP JUNG PANDEY 
Physics 
Major Advisor: Dr. Romain Gaume 
 
SABINE S. PELTON 
Physics 
Major Advisor: Dr. Eduardo Mucciolo 
 
XIN QIAO 
Physics 
Major Advisor: Dr. Bo Chen 
 
TAKAT BAHADUR RAWAL 
Physics 
Major Advisor: Dr. Talat Shahnaz Rahman 
 
MICHAEL ALAN RUPP 
Psychology 
Major Advisor: Dr. Janan Al-Awar Smither 
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BRENDA KAY SAVAGE 
Sociology 
Major Advisor: Dr. Elizabeth E. Mustaine 
 
ALEXANDRA LOUISE SMITH 
Chemistry 
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About the University of Central Florida 
   
  
 
The University of Central Florida is a thriving preeminent research university located in metropolitan Orlando. With 
more than 64,000 students, UCF is one of the largest universities in the United States. In addition to its impressive 
size and strength, UCF is ranked as a best-value university by The Princeton Review and Kiplinger’s, as well as one 
of the nation’s most affordable colleges by Forbes. The university benefits from a diverse faculty and staff who create 
a welcoming environment and opportunities for all students to grow, learn, and succeed. 

A Foundation For Success 
UCF and its 13 colleges offer more than 212 degrees from UCF’s 
main campus, hospitality campus, health sciences campus, 10 
regional locations, and online program. The 1,415-acre main 
campus is 13 miles east of downtown Orlando and adjacent to one 
of the top research parks in the nation. Regional campuses are 
located throughout Central Florida and include a fully accredited 
College of Medicine in the Medical City at Lake Nona. UCF’s 
online only programs include bachelor degrees, graduate degrees, 
and graduate certificates. 

By the Numbers 
UCF offers 93 bachelor’s, 86 master’s, 27 research doctorates, three 
professional doctorates, and three specialist degree programs, and it 
leads all universities in Florida by conferring more than 16,000 
degrees a year. In fall 2016, the freshman class had an average SAT 
two-score of 1262, The Burnett Honors College enrolled nearly 
1,700 students, and the number of incoming National Merit Scholars 
ranked UCF among the top 30 colleges and universities in the 
nation. 

Top-Ranked College Education 
UCF is an academic, partnership, and research leader in numerous 
fields, such as optics and lasers, modeling and simulation, 
engineering and computer science, business administration, 
education, hospitality management, health care, and video game 
design. In fact, UCF’s Florida Interactive Entertainment Academy 
is ranked as the nation’s number 2 game school by The Princeton 
Review. 

Knight Life 
Home to Spectrum Stadium and the CFE Arena, UCF hosts a variety 
of concerts and shows, plus NCAA sports and cultural events. 
Student housing is abundant, as are on-campus events and activities. 
UCF offers an array of student services, hundreds of student clubs 
and organizations, and dedicated academic resources to help 
students succeed in school and as alumni. The UCF Downtown 
Campus, scheduled to open in fall 2019, will provide innovative 
education for high-demand fields such as digital media and health 
information technology. 
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Honors and Recognition 
 

Order of Pegasus 
 

Whitney Priscilla Watkins 
 

Baccalaureate Degree Honors 
  

 Top Honor Graduates 
 
Talia Danielle Boxman 
Egan Christopher Burcky 
Santiago Alfonso Cano 
Kyle Brian Gaze 
Timothy Cruz Guerrero 

Amanda Lyn Hornberger 
Lisa Renee Iannotti 
Brianna Lynne Kirkpatrick 
Emily Elaine Martin 
Ashley Marie Perez 

Farah Louise Rajaee 
Jerry Matthew Riley 
Chanelle Leigh Stillwagon 
Andrew Marino Thomas 
Chelsea Faith Tucker 

 
 

 
University Honors – The Burnett Honors College 

 
To graduate with University Honors, the student must complete 12 hours of Honors lower-division coursework, an 
Honors Symposium, and upper-division Honors course requirements in his or her college or major. 
 
 
Marie Lisa Aponte 
Aleece Betts 
Travis Buongiorno 
Marielena Burdge 
Shaik Chowdary 
Brody Conway 
Kristina Davis 

Andrew Dignan 
Kyle Gaze 
Beverly Howard 
Munira Jamal 
Zoe Jones 
Amber Mariano 
Stephen Miles 

Hunter Morgan 
Samantha Petrozzi 
Lauren Polson 
Olivia Randall-Kosich 
Taylor Rayfield 
Andrew Thomas 
Christopher Washburn 

 
 

Honors in the Major 
 
Megan Alexander 
Anthropology 
 
Angela Bardwell-Owens 
Psychology 
 
Sara Brandenburg 
Nursing 
 
Dhaneen Comeau 
Sociology 
 
Roberto Cordero 
French 
 
 

Maria Crescenzi 
Nursing 
 
Ilona Day 
Finance 
 
Asmita Devkota 
Nursing 
 
Delayna Donohue 
Nursing 
 
Lucia Jimenez 
Elementary Education 
 
 

Kayla Johnson 
Social Work 
 
Ellen Johnston 
Nursing 
 
Tyler Kelley 
History 
 
Jeslin Kera 
Biomedical Sciences 
 
Valerie Kessler 
Psychology 
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Olivia Kondos 
Nursing 
 
Rebecca Manske 
Nursing 
 
Isaiah Moser 
Nursing 
 
Rigoberto Rodriguez 
Political Science 

Danielle Sapp 
Social Work 
 
Benjamin Schachner 
Interdisciplinary Studies 
 
Alexandra Stepanov 
Writing and Rhetoric 
 
Sonali Tewatia 
Psychology 

Karis Tindell 
Nursing 
 
Tyler Townsend 
Physics 
 
Cory Walsh 
Psychology 
 
Lubba Wintzer 
International and Global Studies 
 
 
 
 

 
LEAD Scholars 

 
Isidore Garagay Baldado 
Beri Margaret Bastian 
Scott Thomas Benton 
Marielena Renee Burdge 
Michael Herbert Conway 
Hannah Catherine Cox 
Kathryn Rose Divincenzo 
Morgan Kristine Haas 

Ryad Hassaun Hafeez 
Steven Lee Heller 
Logan Alexander Hoffman 
Beverly Jean Howard 
Kayla Opal Johnson 
Amber Lynn Mariano 
Michelle Mendez 
Drew Maris Newman 

Samantha Lee Petrozzi 
Maxwell Scott Rosier 
Austin Anthony Teahan 
Bianca Elysse Ungerman 
Emmett Royce White III 
Taylor Michelle Winslow 

 
 
 

President’s Leadership Council 
 
 Caroline C. Sutton 

 
 

 
Army ROTC Commission 

 
Nathaniel Owen 



 
 

 
 

23 

Baccalaureate Honors 
 

Baccalaureate Honors are conferred on those students who complete a minimum of 48 semester hours at UCF and 
attain an overall grade point average that falls in the top 10 percent of all graduating students in the same college 
over the prior two-year period. 
 

Honors are distinguished as follows: 
  

 *** summa cum laude—students in the top 2.5 percent 
                ** magna cum laude—students in the top 5 percent but not in the top 2.5 percent 

    * cum laude—students in the top 10 percent but not in the top 5 percent 
 

The asterisk (*) appears as indicated above next to the name of each graduate who may qualify for Baccalaureate 
Honors.  
 

Because records for the final term are incomplete at the time the commencement program is printed and final term 
grades may affect relative rankings and overall GPA, indication in the program of graduation with Honors is 
presumptive rather than conclusive.  
 
Baccalaureate Honors list cutpoints are available at:  
http://commencement.ucf.edu/file/104/graduating-honors-cut-off.pdf  
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About the University of Central Florida 
   
  
 
The University of Central Florida is a thriving preeminent research university located in metropolitan Orlando. With 
more than 64,000 students, UCF is one of the largest universities in the United States. In addition to its impressive 
size and strength, UCF is ranked as a best-value university by The Princeton Review and Kiplinger’s, as well as one 
of the nation’s most affordable colleges by Forbes. The university benefits from a diverse faculty and staff who create 
a welcoming environment and opportunities for all students to grow, learn, and succeed. 

A Foundation For Success 
UCF and its 13 colleges offer more than 212 degrees from UCF’s 
main campus, hospitality campus, health sciences campus, 10 
regional locations, and online program. The 1,415-acre main 
campus is 13 miles east of downtown Orlando and adjacent to one 
of the top research parks in the nation. Regional campuses are 
located throughout Central Florida and include a fully accredited 
College of Medicine in the Medical City at Lake Nona. UCF’s 
online only programs include bachelor degrees, graduate degrees, 
and graduate certificates. 

By the Numbers 
UCF offers 93 bachelor’s, 86 master’s, 27 research doctorates, three 
professional doctorates, and three specialist degree programs, and it 
leads all universities in Florida by conferring more than 16,000 
degrees a year. In fall 2016, the freshman class had an average SAT 
two-score of 1262, The Burnett Honors College enrolled nearly 
1,700 students, and the number of incoming National Merit Scholars 
ranked UCF among the top 30 colleges and universities in the 
nation. 

Top-Ranked College Education 
UCF is an academic, partnership, and research leader in numerous 
fields, such as optics and lasers, modeling and simulation, 
engineering and computer science, business administration, 
education, hospitality management, health care, and video game 
design. In fact, UCF’s Florida Interactive Entertainment Academy 
is ranked as the nation’s number 2 game school by The Princeton 
Review. 

Knight Life 
Home to Spectrum Stadium and the CFE Arena, UCF hosts a variety 
of concerts and shows, plus NCAA sports and cultural events. 
Student housing is abundant, as are on-campus events and activities. 
UCF offers an array of student services, hundreds of student clubs 
and organizations, and dedicated academic resources to help 
students succeed in school and as alumni. The UCF Downtown 
Campus, scheduled to open in fall 2019, will provide innovative 
education for high-demand fields such as digital media and health 
information technology. 
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a welcoming environment and opportunities for all students to grow, learn, and succeed. 

A Foundation For Success 
UCF and its 13 colleges offer more than 212 degrees from UCF’s 
main campus, hospitality campus, health sciences campus, 10 
regional locations, and online program. The 1,415-acre main 
campus is 13 miles east of downtown Orlando and adjacent to one 
of the top research parks in the nation. Regional campuses are 
located throughout Central Florida and include a fully accredited 
College of Medicine in the Medical City at Lake Nona. UCF’s 
online only programs include bachelor degrees, graduate degrees, 
and graduate certificates. 

By the Numbers 
UCF offers 93 bachelor’s, 86 master’s, 27 research doctorates, three 
professional doctorates, and three specialist degree programs, and it 
leads all universities in Florida by conferring more than 16,000 
degrees a year. In fall 2016, the freshman class had an average SAT 
two-score of 1262, The Burnett Honors College enrolled nearly 
1,700 students, and the number of incoming National Merit Scholars 
ranked UCF among the top 30 colleges and universities in the 
nation. 

Top-Ranked College Education 
UCF is an academic, partnership, and research leader in numerous 
fields, such as optics and lasers, modeling and simulation, 
engineering and computer science, business administration, 
education, hospitality management, health care, and video game 
design. In fact, UCF’s Florida Interactive Entertainment Academy 
is ranked as the nation’s number 2 game school by The Princeton 
Review. 

Knight Life 
Home to Spectrum Stadium and the CFE Arena, UCF hosts a variety 
of concerts and shows, plus NCAA sports and cultural events. 
Student housing is abundant, as are on-campus events and activities. 
UCF offers an array of student services, hundreds of student clubs 
and organizations, and dedicated academic resources to help 
students succeed in school and as alumni. The UCF Downtown 
Campus, scheduled to open in fall 2019, will provide innovative 
education for high-demand fields such as digital media and health 
information technology. 

 
34



 
 

 

i 

 
 

About the University of Central Florida 
   
  
 
The University of Central Florida is a thriving preeminent research university located in metropolitan Orlando. With 
more than 64,000 students, UCF is one of the largest universities in the United States. In addition to its impressive 
size and strength, UCF is ranked as a best-value university by The Princeton Review and Kiplinger’s, as well as one 
of the nation’s most affordable colleges by Forbes. The university benefits from a diverse faculty and staff who create 
a welcoming environment and opportunities for all students to grow, learn, and succeed. 

A Foundation For Success 
UCF and its 13 colleges offer more than 212 degrees from UCF’s 
main campus, hospitality campus, health sciences campus, 10 
regional locations, and online program. The 1,415-acre main 
campus is 13 miles east of downtown Orlando and adjacent to one 
of the top research parks in the nation. Regional campuses are 
located throughout Central Florida and include a fully accredited 
College of Medicine in the Medical City at Lake Nona. UCF’s 
online only programs include bachelor degrees, graduate degrees, 
and graduate certificates. 

By the Numbers 
UCF offers 93 bachelor’s, 86 master’s, 27 research doctorates, three 
professional doctorates, and three specialist degree programs, and it 
leads all universities in Florida by conferring more than 16,000 
degrees a year. In fall 2016, the freshman class had an average SAT 
two-score of 1262, The Burnett Honors College enrolled nearly 
1,700 students, and the number of incoming National Merit Scholars 
ranked UCF among the top 30 colleges and universities in the 
nation. 

Top-Ranked College Education 
UCF is an academic, partnership, and research leader in numerous 
fields, such as optics and lasers, modeling and simulation, 
engineering and computer science, business administration, 
education, hospitality management, health care, and video game 
design. In fact, UCF’s Florida Interactive Entertainment Academy 
is ranked as the nation’s number 2 game school by The Princeton 
Review. 

Knight Life 
Home to Spectrum Stadium and the CFE Arena, UCF hosts a variety 
of concerts and shows, plus NCAA sports and cultural events. 
Student housing is abundant, as are on-campus events and activities. 
UCF offers an array of student services, hundreds of student clubs 
and organizations, and dedicated academic resources to help 
students succeed in school and as alumni. The UCF Downtown 
Campus, scheduled to open in fall 2019, will provide innovative 
education for high-demand fields such as digital media and health 
information technology. 

 
35



 
 

 

i 

 
 

About the University of Central Florida 
   
  
 
The University of Central Florida is a thriving preeminent research university located in metropolitan Orlando. With 
more than 64,000 students, UCF is one of the largest universities in the United States. In addition to its impressive 
size and strength, UCF is ranked as a best-value university by The Princeton Review and Kiplinger’s, as well as one 
of the nation’s most affordable colleges by Forbes. The university benefits from a diverse faculty and staff who create 
a welcoming environment and opportunities for all students to grow, learn, and succeed. 

A Foundation For Success 
UCF and its 13 colleges offer more than 212 degrees from UCF’s 
main campus, hospitality campus, health sciences campus, 10 
regional locations, and online program. The 1,415-acre main 
campus is 13 miles east of downtown Orlando and adjacent to one 
of the top research parks in the nation. Regional campuses are 
located throughout Central Florida and include a fully accredited 
College of Medicine in the Medical City at Lake Nona. UCF’s 
online only programs include bachelor degrees, graduate degrees, 
and graduate certificates. 

By the Numbers 
UCF offers 93 bachelor’s, 86 master’s, 27 research doctorates, three 
professional doctorates, and three specialist degree programs, and it 
leads all universities in Florida by conferring more than 16,000 
degrees a year. In fall 2016, the freshman class had an average SAT 
two-score of 1262, The Burnett Honors College enrolled nearly 
1,700 students, and the number of incoming National Merit Scholars 
ranked UCF among the top 30 colleges and universities in the 
nation. 

Top-Ranked College Education 
UCF is an academic, partnership, and research leader in numerous 
fields, such as optics and lasers, modeling and simulation, 
engineering and computer science, business administration, 
education, hospitality management, health care, and video game 
design. In fact, UCF’s Florida Interactive Entertainment Academy 
is ranked as the nation’s number 2 game school by The Princeton 
Review. 

Knight Life 
Home to Spectrum Stadium and the CFE Arena, UCF hosts a variety 
of concerts and shows, plus NCAA sports and cultural events. 
Student housing is abundant, as are on-campus events and activities. 
UCF offers an array of student services, hundreds of student clubs 
and organizations, and dedicated academic resources to help 
students succeed in school and as alumni. The UCF Downtown 
Campus, scheduled to open in fall 2019, will provide innovative 
education for high-demand fields such as digital media and health 
information technology. 

 
36



 
 

 

i 

 
 

About the University of Central Florida 
   
  
 
The University of Central Florida is a thriving preeminent research university located in metropolitan Orlando. With 
more than 64,000 students, UCF is one of the largest universities in the United States. In addition to its impressive 
size and strength, UCF is ranked as a best-value university by The Princeton Review and Kiplinger’s, as well as one 
of the nation’s most affordable colleges by Forbes. The university benefits from a diverse faculty and staff who create 
a welcoming environment and opportunities for all students to grow, learn, and succeed. 

A Foundation For Success 
UCF and its 13 colleges offer more than 212 degrees from UCF’s 
main campus, hospitality campus, health sciences campus, 10 
regional locations, and online program. The 1,415-acre main 
campus is 13 miles east of downtown Orlando and adjacent to one 
of the top research parks in the nation. Regional campuses are 
located throughout Central Florida and include a fully accredited 
College of Medicine in the Medical City at Lake Nona. UCF’s 
online only programs include bachelor degrees, graduate degrees, 
and graduate certificates. 

By the Numbers 
UCF offers 93 bachelor’s, 86 master’s, 27 research doctorates, three 
professional doctorates, and three specialist degree programs, and it 
leads all universities in Florida by conferring more than 16,000 
degrees a year. In fall 2016, the freshman class had an average SAT 
two-score of 1262, The Burnett Honors College enrolled nearly 
1,700 students, and the number of incoming National Merit Scholars 
ranked UCF among the top 30 colleges and universities in the 
nation. 

Top-Ranked College Education 
UCF is an academic, partnership, and research leader in numerous 
fields, such as optics and lasers, modeling and simulation, 
engineering and computer science, business administration, 
education, hospitality management, health care, and video game 
design. In fact, UCF’s Florida Interactive Entertainment Academy 
is ranked as the nation’s number 2 game school by The Princeton 
Review. 

Knight Life 
Home to Spectrum Stadium and the CFE Arena, UCF hosts a variety 
of concerts and shows, plus NCAA sports and cultural events. 
Student housing is abundant, as are on-campus events and activities. 
UCF offers an array of student services, hundreds of student clubs 
and organizations, and dedicated academic resources to help 
students succeed in school and as alumni. The UCF Downtown 
Campus, scheduled to open in fall 2019, will provide innovative 
education for high-demand fields such as digital media and health 
information technology. 

 
37



 
 

 

i 

 
 

About the University of Central Florida 
   
  
 
The University of Central Florida is a thriving preeminent research university located in metropolitan Orlando. With 
more than 64,000 students, UCF is one of the largest universities in the United States. In addition to its impressive 
size and strength, UCF is ranked as a best-value university by The Princeton Review and Kiplinger’s, as well as one 
of the nation’s most affordable colleges by Forbes. The university benefits from a diverse faculty and staff who create 
a welcoming environment and opportunities for all students to grow, learn, and succeed. 

A Foundation For Success 
UCF and its 13 colleges offer more than 212 degrees from UCF’s 
main campus, hospitality campus, health sciences campus, 10 
regional locations, and online program. The 1,415-acre main 
campus is 13 miles east of downtown Orlando and adjacent to one 
of the top research parks in the nation. Regional campuses are 
located throughout Central Florida and include a fully accredited 
College of Medicine in the Medical City at Lake Nona. UCF’s 
online only programs include bachelor degrees, graduate degrees, 
and graduate certificates. 

By the Numbers 
UCF offers 93 bachelor’s, 86 master’s, 27 research doctorates, three 
professional doctorates, and three specialist degree programs, and it 
leads all universities in Florida by conferring more than 16,000 
degrees a year. In fall 2016, the freshman class had an average SAT 
two-score of 1262, The Burnett Honors College enrolled nearly 
1,700 students, and the number of incoming National Merit Scholars 
ranked UCF among the top 30 colleges and universities in the 
nation. 

Top-Ranked College Education 
UCF is an academic, partnership, and research leader in numerous 
fields, such as optics and lasers, modeling and simulation, 
engineering and computer science, business administration, 
education, hospitality management, health care, and video game 
design. In fact, UCF’s Florida Interactive Entertainment Academy 
is ranked as the nation’s number 2 game school by The Princeton 
Review. 

Knight Life 
Home to Spectrum Stadium and the CFE Arena, UCF hosts a variety 
of concerts and shows, plus NCAA sports and cultural events. 
Student housing is abundant, as are on-campus events and activities. 
UCF offers an array of student services, hundreds of student clubs 
and organizations, and dedicated academic resources to help 
students succeed in school and as alumni. The UCF Downtown 
Campus, scheduled to open in fall 2019, will provide innovative 
education for high-demand fields such as digital media and health 
information technology. 

 
38



 
 

 

i 

 
 

About the University of Central Florida 
   
  
 
The University of Central Florida is a thriving preeminent research university located in metropolitan Orlando. With 
more than 64,000 students, UCF is one of the largest universities in the United States. In addition to its impressive 
size and strength, UCF is ranked as a best-value university by The Princeton Review and Kiplinger’s, as well as one 
of the nation’s most affordable colleges by Forbes. The university benefits from a diverse faculty and staff who create 
a welcoming environment and opportunities for all students to grow, learn, and succeed. 

A Foundation For Success 
UCF and its 13 colleges offer more than 212 degrees from UCF’s 
main campus, hospitality campus, health sciences campus, 10 
regional locations, and online program. The 1,415-acre main 
campus is 13 miles east of downtown Orlando and adjacent to one 
of the top research parks in the nation. Regional campuses are 
located throughout Central Florida and include a fully accredited 
College of Medicine in the Medical City at Lake Nona. UCF’s 
online only programs include bachelor degrees, graduate degrees, 
and graduate certificates. 

By the Numbers 
UCF offers 93 bachelor’s, 86 master’s, 27 research doctorates, three 
professional doctorates, and three specialist degree programs, and it 
leads all universities in Florida by conferring more than 16,000 
degrees a year. In fall 2016, the freshman class had an average SAT 
two-score of 1262, The Burnett Honors College enrolled nearly 
1,700 students, and the number of incoming National Merit Scholars 
ranked UCF among the top 30 colleges and universities in the 
nation. 

Top-Ranked College Education 
UCF is an academic, partnership, and research leader in numerous 
fields, such as optics and lasers, modeling and simulation, 
engineering and computer science, business administration, 
education, hospitality management, health care, and video game 
design. In fact, UCF’s Florida Interactive Entertainment Academy 
is ranked as the nation’s number 2 game school by The Princeton 
Review. 

Knight Life 
Home to Spectrum Stadium and the CFE Arena, UCF hosts a variety 
of concerts and shows, plus NCAA sports and cultural events. 
Student housing is abundant, as are on-campus events and activities. 
UCF offers an array of student services, hundreds of student clubs 
and organizations, and dedicated academic resources to help 
students succeed in school and as alumni. The UCF Downtown 
Campus, scheduled to open in fall 2019, will provide innovative 
education for high-demand fields such as digital media and health 
information technology. 

 
39



 
 

 

i 

 
 

About the University of Central Florida 
   
  
 
The University of Central Florida is a thriving preeminent research university located in metropolitan Orlando. With 
more than 64,000 students, UCF is one of the largest universities in the United States. In addition to its impressive 
size and strength, UCF is ranked as a best-value university by The Princeton Review and Kiplinger’s, as well as one 
of the nation’s most affordable colleges by Forbes. The university benefits from a diverse faculty and staff who create 
a welcoming environment and opportunities for all students to grow, learn, and succeed. 

A Foundation For Success 
UCF and its 13 colleges offer more than 212 degrees from UCF’s 
main campus, hospitality campus, health sciences campus, 10 
regional locations, and online program. The 1,415-acre main 
campus is 13 miles east of downtown Orlando and adjacent to one 
of the top research parks in the nation. Regional campuses are 
located throughout Central Florida and include a fully accredited 
College of Medicine in the Medical City at Lake Nona. UCF’s 
online only programs include bachelor degrees, graduate degrees, 
and graduate certificates. 

By the Numbers 
UCF offers 93 bachelor’s, 86 master’s, 27 research doctorates, three 
professional doctorates, and three specialist degree programs, and it 
leads all universities in Florida by conferring more than 16,000 
degrees a year. In fall 2016, the freshman class had an average SAT 
two-score of 1262, The Burnett Honors College enrolled nearly 
1,700 students, and the number of incoming National Merit Scholars 
ranked UCF among the top 30 colleges and universities in the 
nation. 

Top-Ranked College Education 
UCF is an academic, partnership, and research leader in numerous 
fields, such as optics and lasers, modeling and simulation, 
engineering and computer science, business administration, 
education, hospitality management, health care, and video game 
design. In fact, UCF’s Florida Interactive Entertainment Academy 
is ranked as the nation’s number 2 game school by The Princeton 
Review. 

Knight Life 
Home to Spectrum Stadium and the CFE Arena, UCF hosts a variety 
of concerts and shows, plus NCAA sports and cultural events. 
Student housing is abundant, as are on-campus events and activities. 
UCF offers an array of student services, hundreds of student clubs 
and organizations, and dedicated academic resources to help 
students succeed in school and as alumni. The UCF Downtown 
Campus, scheduled to open in fall 2019, will provide innovative 
education for high-demand fields such as digital media and health 
information technology. 

 
40



 
 

 

i 

 
 

About the University of Central Florida 
   
  
 
The University of Central Florida is a thriving preeminent research university located in metropolitan Orlando. With 
more than 64,000 students, UCF is one of the largest universities in the United States. In addition to its impressive 
size and strength, UCF is ranked as a best-value university by The Princeton Review and Kiplinger’s, as well as one 
of the nation’s most affordable colleges by Forbes. The university benefits from a diverse faculty and staff who create 
a welcoming environment and opportunities for all students to grow, learn, and succeed. 

A Foundation For Success 
UCF and its 13 colleges offer more than 212 degrees from UCF’s 
main campus, hospitality campus, health sciences campus, 10 
regional locations, and online program. The 1,415-acre main 
campus is 13 miles east of downtown Orlando and adjacent to one 
of the top research parks in the nation. Regional campuses are 
located throughout Central Florida and include a fully accredited 
College of Medicine in the Medical City at Lake Nona. UCF’s 
online only programs include bachelor degrees, graduate degrees, 
and graduate certificates. 

By the Numbers 
UCF offers 93 bachelor’s, 86 master’s, 27 research doctorates, three 
professional doctorates, and three specialist degree programs, and it 
leads all universities in Florida by conferring more than 16,000 
degrees a year. In fall 2016, the freshman class had an average SAT 
two-score of 1262, The Burnett Honors College enrolled nearly 
1,700 students, and the number of incoming National Merit Scholars 
ranked UCF among the top 30 colleges and universities in the 
nation. 

Top-Ranked College Education 
UCF is an academic, partnership, and research leader in numerous 
fields, such as optics and lasers, modeling and simulation, 
engineering and computer science, business administration, 
education, hospitality management, health care, and video game 
design. In fact, UCF’s Florida Interactive Entertainment Academy 
is ranked as the nation’s number 2 game school by The Princeton 
Review. 

Knight Life 
Home to Spectrum Stadium and the CFE Arena, UCF hosts a variety 
of concerts and shows, plus NCAA sports and cultural events. 
Student housing is abundant, as are on-campus events and activities. 
UCF offers an array of student services, hundreds of student clubs 
and organizations, and dedicated academic resources to help 
students succeed in school and as alumni. The UCF Downtown 
Campus, scheduled to open in fall 2019, will provide innovative 
education for high-demand fields such as digital media and health 
information technology. 

 
41



 
 

 

i 

 
 

About the University of Central Florida 
   
  
 
The University of Central Florida is a thriving preeminent research university located in metropolitan Orlando. With 
more than 64,000 students, UCF is one of the largest universities in the United States. In addition to its impressive 
size and strength, UCF is ranked as a best-value university by The Princeton Review and Kiplinger’s, as well as one 
of the nation’s most affordable colleges by Forbes. The university benefits from a diverse faculty and staff who create 
a welcoming environment and opportunities for all students to grow, learn, and succeed. 

A Foundation For Success 
UCF and its 13 colleges offer more than 212 degrees from UCF’s 
main campus, hospitality campus, health sciences campus, 10 
regional locations, and online program. The 1,415-acre main 
campus is 13 miles east of downtown Orlando and adjacent to one 
of the top research parks in the nation. Regional campuses are 
located throughout Central Florida and include a fully accredited 
College of Medicine in the Medical City at Lake Nona. UCF’s 
online only programs include bachelor degrees, graduate degrees, 
and graduate certificates. 

By the Numbers 
UCF offers 93 bachelor’s, 86 master’s, 27 research doctorates, three 
professional doctorates, and three specialist degree programs, and it 
leads all universities in Florida by conferring more than 16,000 
degrees a year. In fall 2016, the freshman class had an average SAT 
two-score of 1262, The Burnett Honors College enrolled nearly 
1,700 students, and the number of incoming National Merit Scholars 
ranked UCF among the top 30 colleges and universities in the 
nation. 

Top-Ranked College Education 
UCF is an academic, partnership, and research leader in numerous 
fields, such as optics and lasers, modeling and simulation, 
engineering and computer science, business administration, 
education, hospitality management, health care, and video game 
design. In fact, UCF’s Florida Interactive Entertainment Academy 
is ranked as the nation’s number 2 game school by The Princeton 
Review. 

Knight Life 
Home to Spectrum Stadium and the CFE Arena, UCF hosts a variety 
of concerts and shows, plus NCAA sports and cultural events. 
Student housing is abundant, as are on-campus events and activities. 
UCF offers an array of student services, hundreds of student clubs 
and organizations, and dedicated academic resources to help 
students succeed in school and as alumni. The UCF Downtown 
Campus, scheduled to open in fall 2019, will provide innovative 
education for high-demand fields such as digital media and health 
information technology. 

 
42



 
 

 

i 

 
 

About the University of Central Florida 
   
  
 
The University of Central Florida is a thriving preeminent research university located in metropolitan Orlando. With 
more than 64,000 students, UCF is one of the largest universities in the United States. In addition to its impressive 
size and strength, UCF is ranked as a best-value university by The Princeton Review and Kiplinger’s, as well as one 
of the nation’s most affordable colleges by Forbes. The university benefits from a diverse faculty and staff who create 
a welcoming environment and opportunities for all students to grow, learn, and succeed. 

A Foundation For Success 
UCF and its 13 colleges offer more than 212 degrees from UCF’s 
main campus, hospitality campus, health sciences campus, 10 
regional locations, and online program. The 1,415-acre main 
campus is 13 miles east of downtown Orlando and adjacent to one 
of the top research parks in the nation. Regional campuses are 
located throughout Central Florida and include a fully accredited 
College of Medicine in the Medical City at Lake Nona. UCF’s 
online only programs include bachelor degrees, graduate degrees, 
and graduate certificates. 

By the Numbers 
UCF offers 93 bachelor’s, 86 master’s, 27 research doctorates, three 
professional doctorates, and three specialist degree programs, and it 
leads all universities in Florida by conferring more than 16,000 
degrees a year. In fall 2016, the freshman class had an average SAT 
two-score of 1262, The Burnett Honors College enrolled nearly 
1,700 students, and the number of incoming National Merit Scholars 
ranked UCF among the top 30 colleges and universities in the 
nation. 

Top-Ranked College Education 
UCF is an academic, partnership, and research leader in numerous 
fields, such as optics and lasers, modeling and simulation, 
engineering and computer science, business administration, 
education, hospitality management, health care, and video game 
design. In fact, UCF’s Florida Interactive Entertainment Academy 
is ranked as the nation’s number 2 game school by The Princeton 
Review. 

Knight Life 
Home to Spectrum Stadium and the CFE Arena, UCF hosts a variety 
of concerts and shows, plus NCAA sports and cultural events. 
Student housing is abundant, as are on-campus events and activities. 
UCF offers an array of student services, hundreds of student clubs 
and organizations, and dedicated academic resources to help 
students succeed in school and as alumni. The UCF Downtown 
Campus, scheduled to open in fall 2019, will provide innovative 
education for high-demand fields such as digital media and health 
information technology. 

 
43



 
 

 

i 

 
 

About the University of Central Florida 
   
  
 
The University of Central Florida is a thriving preeminent research university located in metropolitan Orlando. With 
more than 64,000 students, UCF is one of the largest universities in the United States. In addition to its impressive 
size and strength, UCF is ranked as a best-value university by The Princeton Review and Kiplinger’s, as well as one 
of the nation’s most affordable colleges by Forbes. The university benefits from a diverse faculty and staff who create 
a welcoming environment and opportunities for all students to grow, learn, and succeed. 

A Foundation For Success 
UCF and its 13 colleges offer more than 212 degrees from UCF’s 
main campus, hospitality campus, health sciences campus, 10 
regional locations, and online program. The 1,415-acre main 
campus is 13 miles east of downtown Orlando and adjacent to one 
of the top research parks in the nation. Regional campuses are 
located throughout Central Florida and include a fully accredited 
College of Medicine in the Medical City at Lake Nona. UCF’s 
online only programs include bachelor degrees, graduate degrees, 
and graduate certificates. 

By the Numbers 
UCF offers 93 bachelor’s, 86 master’s, 27 research doctorates, three 
professional doctorates, and three specialist degree programs, and it 
leads all universities in Florida by conferring more than 16,000 
degrees a year. In fall 2016, the freshman class had an average SAT 
two-score of 1262, The Burnett Honors College enrolled nearly 
1,700 students, and the number of incoming National Merit Scholars 
ranked UCF among the top 30 colleges and universities in the 
nation. 

Top-Ranked College Education 
UCF is an academic, partnership, and research leader in numerous 
fields, such as optics and lasers, modeling and simulation, 
engineering and computer science, business administration, 
education, hospitality management, health care, and video game 
design. In fact, UCF’s Florida Interactive Entertainment Academy 
is ranked as the nation’s number 2 game school by The Princeton 
Review. 

Knight Life 
Home to Spectrum Stadium and the CFE Arena, UCF hosts a variety 
of concerts and shows, plus NCAA sports and cultural events. 
Student housing is abundant, as are on-campus events and activities. 
UCF offers an array of student services, hundreds of student clubs 
and organizations, and dedicated academic resources to help 
students succeed in school and as alumni. The UCF Downtown 
Campus, scheduled to open in fall 2019, will provide innovative 
education for high-demand fields such as digital media and health 
information technology. 

 
44



 
 

 

i 

 
 

About the University of Central Florida 
   
  
 
The University of Central Florida is a thriving preeminent research university located in metropolitan Orlando. With 
more than 64,000 students, UCF is one of the largest universities in the United States. In addition to its impressive 
size and strength, UCF is ranked as a best-value university by The Princeton Review and Kiplinger’s, as well as one 
of the nation’s most affordable colleges by Forbes. The university benefits from a diverse faculty and staff who create 
a welcoming environment and opportunities for all students to grow, learn, and succeed. 

A Foundation For Success 
UCF and its 13 colleges offer more than 212 degrees from UCF’s 
main campus, hospitality campus, health sciences campus, 10 
regional locations, and online program. The 1,415-acre main 
campus is 13 miles east of downtown Orlando and adjacent to one 
of the top research parks in the nation. Regional campuses are 
located throughout Central Florida and include a fully accredited 
College of Medicine in the Medical City at Lake Nona. UCF’s 
online only programs include bachelor degrees, graduate degrees, 
and graduate certificates. 

By the Numbers 
UCF offers 93 bachelor’s, 86 master’s, 27 research doctorates, three 
professional doctorates, and three specialist degree programs, and it 
leads all universities in Florida by conferring more than 16,000 
degrees a year. In fall 2016, the freshman class had an average SAT 
two-score of 1262, The Burnett Honors College enrolled nearly 
1,700 students, and the number of incoming National Merit Scholars 
ranked UCF among the top 30 colleges and universities in the 
nation. 

Top-Ranked College Education 
UCF is an academic, partnership, and research leader in numerous 
fields, such as optics and lasers, modeling and simulation, 
engineering and computer science, business administration, 
education, hospitality management, health care, and video game 
design. In fact, UCF’s Florida Interactive Entertainment Academy 
is ranked as the nation’s number 2 game school by The Princeton 
Review. 

Knight Life 
Home to Spectrum Stadium and the CFE Arena, UCF hosts a variety 
of concerts and shows, plus NCAA sports and cultural events. 
Student housing is abundant, as are on-campus events and activities. 
UCF offers an array of student services, hundreds of student clubs 
and organizations, and dedicated academic resources to help 
students succeed in school and as alumni. The UCF Downtown 
Campus, scheduled to open in fall 2019, will provide innovative 
education for high-demand fields such as digital media and health 
information technology. 

 
45



 
 

 

i 

 
 

About the University of Central Florida 
   
  
 
The University of Central Florida is a thriving preeminent research university located in metropolitan Orlando. With 
more than 64,000 students, UCF is one of the largest universities in the United States. In addition to its impressive 
size and strength, UCF is ranked as a best-value university by The Princeton Review and Kiplinger’s, as well as one 
of the nation’s most affordable colleges by Forbes. The university benefits from a diverse faculty and staff who create 
a welcoming environment and opportunities for all students to grow, learn, and succeed. 

A Foundation For Success 
UCF and its 13 colleges offer more than 212 degrees from UCF’s 
main campus, hospitality campus, health sciences campus, 10 
regional locations, and online program. The 1,415-acre main 
campus is 13 miles east of downtown Orlando and adjacent to one 
of the top research parks in the nation. Regional campuses are 
located throughout Central Florida and include a fully accredited 
College of Medicine in the Medical City at Lake Nona. UCF’s 
online only programs include bachelor degrees, graduate degrees, 
and graduate certificates. 

By the Numbers 
UCF offers 93 bachelor’s, 86 master’s, 27 research doctorates, three 
professional doctorates, and three specialist degree programs, and it 
leads all universities in Florida by conferring more than 16,000 
degrees a year. In fall 2016, the freshman class had an average SAT 
two-score of 1262, The Burnett Honors College enrolled nearly 
1,700 students, and the number of incoming National Merit Scholars 
ranked UCF among the top 30 colleges and universities in the 
nation. 

Top-Ranked College Education 
UCF is an academic, partnership, and research leader in numerous 
fields, such as optics and lasers, modeling and simulation, 
engineering and computer science, business administration, 
education, hospitality management, health care, and video game 
design. In fact, UCF’s Florida Interactive Entertainment Academy 
is ranked as the nation’s number 2 game school by The Princeton 
Review. 

Knight Life 
Home to Spectrum Stadium and the CFE Arena, UCF hosts a variety 
of concerts and shows, plus NCAA sports and cultural events. 
Student housing is abundant, as are on-campus events and activities. 
UCF offers an array of student services, hundreds of student clubs 
and organizations, and dedicated academic resources to help 
students succeed in school and as alumni. The UCF Downtown 
Campus, scheduled to open in fall 2019, will provide innovative 
education for high-demand fields such as digital media and health 
information technology. 
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of the nation’s most affordable colleges by Forbes. The university benefits from a diverse faculty and staff who create 
a welcoming environment and opportunities for all students to grow, learn, and succeed. 

A Foundation For Success 
UCF and its 13 colleges offer more than 212 degrees from UCF’s 
main campus, hospitality campus, health sciences campus, 10 
regional locations, and online program. The 1,415-acre main 
campus is 13 miles east of downtown Orlando and adjacent to one 
of the top research parks in the nation. Regional campuses are 
located throughout Central Florida and include a fully accredited 
College of Medicine in the Medical City at Lake Nona. UCF’s 
online only programs include bachelor degrees, graduate degrees, 
and graduate certificates. 

By the Numbers 
UCF offers 93 bachelor’s, 86 master’s, 27 research doctorates, three 
professional doctorates, and three specialist degree programs, and it 
leads all universities in Florida by conferring more than 16,000 
degrees a year. In fall 2016, the freshman class had an average SAT 
two-score of 1262, The Burnett Honors College enrolled nearly 
1,700 students, and the number of incoming National Merit Scholars 
ranked UCF among the top 30 colleges and universities in the 
nation. 

Top-Ranked College Education 
UCF is an academic, partnership, and research leader in numerous 
fields, such as optics and lasers, modeling and simulation, 
engineering and computer science, business administration, 
education, hospitality management, health care, and video game 
design. In fact, UCF’s Florida Interactive Entertainment Academy 
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The Commencement Ceremony and Academic Regalia 

The Academic Procession has descended from religious processions that came to include teaching faculties when universities were closely 
associated with the medieval church. The presence of a piper in American academic processionals has become popular in recent years. The pipers 
for UCF’s ceremonies are David Enzfelder and Reg Lyle. 
 
The procedure followed for the awarding of degrees is based on a practice developed at the University of Paris almost 800 years ago. In 
those days, the bishop of Paris, like every other bishop, was responsible for local educational curriculum and degree granting. His authority in these 
matters, however, soon came to be disputed by the teachers. They asserted that only they could be the proper judges of the qualifications of the 
students. This threatened impasse was resolved by a compromise under which the teachers, or masters, judged the merits of the students and then 
recommended them to the bishop for their degrees. Today’s ceremony includes a secularized version of that procedure. A representative of the 
Faculty Senate certifies that the student candidates are qualified to receive their degrees. The president then authorizes the awarding of the degree. 
 
Academic heraldry in the form of academic dress reaches as far back as the earliest days of the oldest universities. Formal directives 
concerning the correct and proper wearing of academic regalia date back to the early 14th Century. In the United States, as a result of our English 
heritage, caps and gowns have been used since colonial times. 
 
As heraldic devices such as shields, coats of arms, and standards could identify a knight and his individual heritage, academic regalia 
can describe the academic origin and accomplishments of the wearer. Easily recognizable are holders of bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral degrees. 
With the same glance, the trained eye may identify the university that conferred the degree as well as the individual’s field of learning. 
 
The shape and decorations of the gown are the keys to the highest degree earned by an individual. The gown for bachelor’s has long pointed 
sleeves and is designed to be worn closed only. The master’s gown has an oblong sleeve and is open at the wrist; the rear part of its oblong shape 
is square cut, and the front part has an arc cut away. The master’s gown may be worn open or closed. The doctor’s gown has bell-shaped sleeves, 
may be worn open or closed, and may be most readily identified by its velvet facing down the front and by three velvet chevrons on each sleeve. 
 
It is the hood, however, which is the most important and distinctive feature of American academic pageantry. Chevrons enable those 
attending an academic function to distinguish at a glance the wearer’s academic heritage. The bachelor’s hood, seldom seen in American academic 
circles, is three feet long with a two-inch edging of velvet. The master’s hood is three and one-half feet long with a three-inch edging.  The doctor’s 
hood is four feet long with a five-inch edging. 
 
The color of the hood’s velvet edging represents the field in which the wearer earned his or her degree. Although black may be used for 
any area, colors denoting selected fields of learning are as follows at UCF and American universities: all Ph.D.s are edged in dark blue, while 
professional doctorates, such as the Ed.D., are edged in the color of professional discipline. 
 
The hoods used by American colleges and universities are lined with silk in the official academic colors of the institution that conferred 
the degree. UCF graduates, for example, will wear hoods with linings of black and gold. Generally, a school’s academic colors are identical to its 
athletic colors. 
 
The academic regalia you see before you today can be traced directly back to the beginnings of the oldest colleges and universities. In 
1885, there occurred a widespread student movement in America to wear caps and gowns at commencement ceremonies. The graduating students 
seemed to feel a need for significant and dignified apparel for the occasion. By 1895, widespread adoption of a uniform code by 95 percent of colleges 
and universities in the country gave America its own distinct academic regalia. 
 
However, at any academic gathering, there usually appear regalia which cannot be fathomed by these guidelines. Some of these may be from        
foreign universities; others are from those American institutions that have preferred to remain with the European tradition of allowing each school to 
determine its own costume. The result is the academic regalia you see before you today. The colors of the master hoods are as follows: 

 
 
 
 

 
College of Arts and Humanities 

DISCIPLINE ............................................................................................................................... COLOR OF DISCIPLINE 
Creative Writing ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Brown 
Digital Media.............................................................................................................................................................................................................................. Brown 
Emerging Media ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................ Brown 
English ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ White 
Film ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ Brown 
Foreign Languages ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................... White 
History  .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................  White 
Interactive Entertainment .......................................................................................................................................................................................................... White 
Music ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. Pink 
Spanish .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................  White 
Teaching English as Second Language  .................................................................................................................................................................................   White 
Theatre ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Brown 
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College of Business Administration 
DISCIPLINE  ................................................................................................................................ COLOR OF DISCIPLINE 
Accounting ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Drab 
Business Administration ................................................................................................................................................................................................................. Drab 
Economics ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ Drab 
Management .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Drab 
Real Estate ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Drab 
Sports Business Management ......................................................................................................................................................................................................... Drab 
Taxation ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Drab 

 
College of Education and Human Performance 

DISCIPLINE  ................................................................................................................................ COLOR OF DISCIPLINE 
Education ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ Light Blue 
 

College of Engineering and Computer Science 
DISCIPLINE  ................................................................................................................................ COLOR OF DISCIPLINE 
Computer Science ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................ Orange 
Digital Forensics ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Orange 
Engineering ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. Orange 

 
College of Graduate Studies 

DISCIPLINE  ................................................................................................................................ COLOR OF DISCIPLINE 
Conservation Biology Professional...................................................................................................................................................................................  Science Gold 
Interdisciplinary Studies ................................................................................................................................................................................................................ White 

 
College of Health and Public Affairs 

DISCIPLINE  ................................................................................................................................ COLOR OF DISCIPLINE 
Communication Sciences and Disorders .............................................................................................................................................................................. Sage Green 
Criminal Justice  ..............................................................................................................................................................................................................  Midnight Blue 
Health Care Informatics  ..................................................................................................................................................................................................... Kelly Green 
Health Sciences  ................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Kelly Green 
Nonprofit Management  .................................................................................................................................................................................................... Peacock Blue 
Public Administration  ...................................................................................................................................................................................................... Peacock Blue 
Research Administration  .................................................................................................................................................................................................. Peacock Blue 
Social Work .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Citron 
Urban and Regional Planning .............................................................................................................................................................................................. Blue-Violet 
 

 College of Medicine 
DISCIPLINE  ................................................................................................................................ COLOR OF DISCIPLINE 
Biomedical Sciences ........................................................................................................................................................................................................... Science Gold 
Biotechnology ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Science Gold 

 
College of Nursing 

DISCIPLINE  ................................................................................................................................ COLOR OF DISCIPLINE 
Nursing .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Apricot 
 

College of Optics and Photonics 
DISCIPLINE  ................................................................................................................................ COLOR OF DISCIPLINE 
Optics and Photonics ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Aqua 
 

College of Sciences 
DISCIPLINE  ................................................................................................................................ COLOR OF DISCIPLINE 
Anthropology  ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. White 
Biology  ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Science Gold 
Chemistry ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................ Science Gold 
Communication  ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Crimson 
Forensic Science  ................................................................................................................................................................................................................ Science Gold 
Mathematical Sciences  ...................................................................................................................................................................................................... Science Gold 
Physics  ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ Science Gold 
Political Science  ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Dark Blue 
Psychology  ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Science Gold 
Sociology  ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ White 
Statistical Computing ......................................................................................................................................................................................................... Science Gold 
 

  Rosen College of Hospitality Management 
DISCIPLINE  ................................................................................................................................ COLOR OF DISCIPLINE 
Hospitality and Tourism Management ................................................................................................................................................................................... Pineapple 
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College Gonfalons 
 
 
The gonfalon originated in the medieval state of Italy as an ensign of the state of office. The UCF gonfalons designate 
the university seal, the various colleges, and the core values of The UCF Creed. The colors of the university, black 
and gold, are joined together in a UCF star common to all colleges. 
 
 

The University Mace 
 
 
During the Middle Ages, the mace was an effective weapon in battle; but as newer and more powerful military arms 
developed, it was transformed into a symbol of authority. 
 
The earliest ceremonial maces were borne by bodyguards of 12th Century English and French kings. By the end of the 
16th Century, they were used widely by officials of English cities and towns. Today, the ceremonial mace is found in 
the British Houses of Parliament and is frequently carried in ecclesiastical processions and in university convocations 
and commencement ceremonies. 
 
The mace incorporates two symbols identified with the University of Central Florida. The top is cast in the shape of 
the star found over the Pegasus in the UCF emblem. Inside the star is a reproduction of the “Flame of Hope” sculpture 
near the UCF library. 
 
The mace is cast in bronze with three bronze UCF emblems inlaid at the crest of the rosewood staff. The center of the 
staff is engraved with the names of the presidents of UCF. 
 
The creation of UCF’s mace was a collective effort by UCF art professor Jagdish Chavda, sculptor David Cambia, 
and wood craftsman David Conway. 
 
 

The Presidential Medallion 
 
 
The gold medallion worn by the university president at formal and ceremonial occasions marks the president as a 
distinguished scholar and administrator, the highest officer of the university, and one who strives to uphold the twin 
tenets established by its founders: Accent on the Individual and Accent on Excellence. 
 
The medallion is embossed with the university seal showing the mythical Pegasus ascending toward a single heavenly 
star and the motto, Reach for the Stars. The seal serves as a visible reminder to each member of the university 
community to strive to reach individual goals. The president has been entrusted to maintain and develop an atmosphere 
in which these creeds can be realized. The presidential position represented by the medallion epitomizes the 
foundations and aspirations of the university that the president has pledged to uphold. 
 
As the only university official who can formally award a degree, the president recognizes the graduates for meeting 
the standards of excellence set by the university and for reaching the point from which new ventures begin. 
 
From the presentation of the first medallion in 1968 to charter President Charles Millican to the one worn today, the 
Presidential Medallion has remained a symbol of academic leadership and the legacy of those pioneers who launched 
a unique experiment in higher education.        
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 Honorary Degrees Awarded 

December 1969 Kurt H. Debus, Doctor of Engineering Science 

  William H. Dial, Doctor of Commercial Science 

June 1970  John W. Young, Doctor of Applied Sciences 

March 1973 Louis C. Murray, Doctor of Public Service 

August 1974 Fred C. Clayton, Doctor of Professional  

       Engineering 

August 1978 Richard F. Livingston,  

       Doctor of Business Administration 

June 1979  Albert F. Hegenberger,  

       Doctor of Engineering Science 

  Lee R. Scherer, Doctor of Engineering Science 

December 1979 Joseph Daniel Duffey, Doctor of Humane Letters 

June 1980  Thelma Vivian Jackson Dudley,   

       Doctor of Humanities 

  Howard Phillips, Doctor of Public Service 

December 1981 Gene Burns, Master of Letters 

April 1982  Andrew Duda, Jr., Doctor of Agricultural Service 

  Ferdinand Duda, Doctor of Agricultural Service 

  John Duda, Doctor of Agricultural Service 

  Robert J. Whalen, Doctor of Engineering Science 

July 1982  Mary Jo Davis, Doctor of Public Service 

  William E. Davis, Doctor of Public Service 

December 1982 Joseph A. Boyd, Doctor of Engineering Science 

July 1983  J. W. Hubler, Doctor of Engineering Science 

  Charles Wadsworth, Doctor of Public Service 

December 1984 Allan E. Gotieb, Doctor of Laws 

May 1985  George J. Becker, Jr., Doctor of Public Service 

  Jerry Collins, Doctor of Public Service 

  D. Robert Graham, Doctor of Public Service 

  Walter O. Lowrie, Doctor of Engineering Science 

  William C. Schwartz, Doctor of Engineering 

       Science 

March 1986 Isaac Bashevis Singer, Doctor of Letters 

October 1988 Elie Wiesel, Doctor of Letters 

December 1988 Sven Caspersen, Doctor of Engineering Science 

  John D. Holloway, Doctor of Public Service 

  Wolfgang-Detlef Petri, Doctor of Commercial 

       Science 

May 1989  Frank M. Hubbard, Doctor of Public Service 

  David Albertson, Doctor of Humane Letters 

  William S. Jenkins, Doctor of Humane Letters 

  James C. Robinson, Doctor of Public Service 

  Charles N. Millican, Doctor of Laws 

May 1990  Helen Harris Perlman, Doctor of Humane Letters 

  Thaddeus Seymour, Doctor of Letters 

May 1991  Roald Hoffman, Doctor of Science 

May 1992  Robert Bryan, Doctor of Humane Letters 

May 1993  Buell G. Duncan, Jr., Doctor of Commercial 

       Science 

May 1995  Norman R. Augustine, Doctor of Engineering 

       Science 

December 1995 Jesse Stone, Doctor of Humane Letters 

April 1996  Nicolaas Bloembergen, Doctor of Science 

December 1996 Richard A. Nunis, Doctor of Public Service 

May 1997  Maxwell C. King, Doctor of Public Service 

  Joe R. Lee, Doctor of Commercial Science 

August 1998 Trevor Colbourn, Doctor of Humane Letters 

December 1998 Linda W. Chapin, Doctor of Public Service 

December 1999 Oscar Arias, Doctor of Humane Letters 

  Reubin Askew, Doctor of Public Service 

  Desmond Tutu, Doctor of Humane Letters 

May 2000  Lotfi Zadeh, Doctor of Science 

May 2001  James Bacchus, Doctor of Public Services  

  Richard M. Karp, Doctor of Science 

  Joseph F. Traub, Doctor of Science 

  LeRoy T. Walker, Sr., Doctor of Public Service 

May 2002  Richard M. DeVos, Sr., Doctor of Commercial 

       Science 

October 2002 Albert Burnett, Doctor of Commercial Science 

  Nancy Burnett, Doctor of Commercial Science 

December 2002 Robert E. Kahn, Doctor of Science 

December 2004 G. Vince Amico, Doctor of Science 

  Lester Mandell, Doctor of Commercial Science 

May 2005  Harriet Elam-Thomas, Doctor of Public Service 

March 2006 Anibel Acevedo Vila, Doctor of Public Science 

December 2006 Rita Bornstein, Doctor of Humane Letters 

May 2007  Charles Hard Townes, Doctor of Science 

December 2008 Robert Vander Weide, Doctor of Commerce 

May 2009  Howard Lance, Doctor of Science 

December 2009 Jerry S. Roth, Doctor of Commercial Science 

December 2011 James A. Hinson, Doctor of Public Service 

December 2012  Sanford Shugart, Doctor of Humane Letters 

May 2013   William Jefferson Clinton, Doctor of Humane 

       Letters 

   Michael M. Crow, Doctor of Humane Letters 

August 2014  Judith A. Albertson, Doctor of Humane Letters 

  Phyllis A. Klock, Doctor of Commercial Science 

December 2014  Alan Ginsburg, Doctor of Public Service 

  Richard Walsh, Doctor of Commercial Science 

May 2016                    J. Charles Gray, Doctor of  Public Service 

                                    John Skipper, Doctor of Humane Letters 

August 2016 Alan Eustace, Doctor of Business 

April 2017  Mohammad bin Fahd bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, 

       Doctor of Public Service 

 

 

 

President John C. Hitt with Dr. Phyllis A. Klock. 
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Degrees Conferred 

 
 
B.A.  Bachelor of Arts  
B.A.B.A. Bachelor of Arts in Business Administration 
B.A.S. Bachelor of Applied Science 
B.Des. Bachelor of Design in Architecture 
B.F.A.  Bachelor of Fine Arts 
B.M.  Bachelor of Music 
B.M.E. Bachelor of Music Education 
B.S.  Bachelor of Science 
B.S.As.E.  Bachelor of Science in Aerospace Engineering 
B.S.B.A.  Bachelor of Science in Business Administration 
B.S.C.E.  Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering 
B.S.Cp.E. Bachelor of Science in Computer Engineering 
B.S.ConE Bachelor of Science in Construction Engineering 
B.S.E.E.  Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering 
B.S.E.E.T. Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering Technology 
B.S.E.T.  Bachelor of Science in Engineering Technology 
B.S.Env.E. Bachelor of Science in Environmental Engineering 
B.S.I.E. Bachelor of Science in Industrial Engineering 
B.S.M.E.  Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering 
B.S.N.  Bachelor of Science in Nursing 
B.S.P.S.E. Bachelor of Science in Photonic Science and Engineering 
B.S.W.  Bachelor of Social Work 
D.N.P. Doctor of Nursing Practice 
D.P.T. Doctor of Physical Therapy 
Ed.D.                  Doctor of Education 
Ed.S.                  Education Specialist 
M.A. Master of Arts 
 
 

 
 
M.A.A.E. Master of Arts in Applied Economics 
M.A.T. Master of Arts in Teaching 
M.P.A. Master of Public Administration 
M.B.A.  Master of Business Administration 
M.D. Doctor of Medicine 
M.Ed. Master of Education 
M.F.A. Master of Fine Arts 
M.N.M. Master of Nonprofit Management 
M.S. Master of Science 
M.S.A. Master of Science in Accounting 
M.S.A.E. Master of Science in Aerospace Engineering 
M.S.B.M. Master of Sports Business Management 
M.S.C.E. Master of Science in Civil Engineering 
M.S.Cp.E. Master of Science in Computer Engineering 
M.S.E.E.  Master of Science in Electrical Engineering 
M.S.Env.E.  Master of Science in Environmental Engineering 
M.S.I.E. Master of Science in Industrial Engineering 
M.S.M. Master of Science in Management 
M.S.M.E. Master of Science in Mechanical Engineering 
M.S.M.S.E. Master of Science in Material Science and 
  Engineering 
M.S.N.  Master of Science in Nursing 
M.S.R.E. Master of Science in Real Estate 
M.S.T.  Master of Science in Taxation 
M.S.W.  Master of Social Work 
Ph.D.  Doctor of Philosophy 

 
 
 
 

Diploma Distribution Information  
 
 
Approximately 6-10 weeks after commencement, all baccalaureate, education specialists, and master’s degree 
diplomas will be mailed to the address indicated on the student’s Intent to Graduate form. To update their diploma 
mailing addresses, undergraduate students should contact the Registrar’s Office, and master’s students should contact 
the College of Graduate Studies. 
 
For additional information, undergraduate students should call the Registrar’s Office at 407-823-3100. Graduate 
students should contact the College of Graduate Studies at 407-823-4132. 
 
Congratulations, graduates! 
 
 

 
 

Lost and found items may be turned in or claimed at Guest Services, located at the main entrance on the second 
level. All University of Central Florida campus activities, events, programs, and facilities are available to all 

students of any race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, marital status, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, gender expression, and veterans’ status with due respect to law and the university’s philosophy of respect 

for individual and personal dignity. 
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UCF ALMA MATER 

 
All hail to Alma Mater whose banner black and gold, 

Will wave in fame and splendor as the passing years unfold. 

May loyalty and friendship, within our hearts unite, 

And light the star to guide us ever upward in our flight. 

With honor and affection our friendship will renew, 

We sing of thee our Alma Mater ever true. 
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NOTES 



U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  C E N T R A L  F L O R I D A

4 3 6 5  A N D R O M E D A  L O O P  N .

O R L A N D O ,  F L  3 2 8 1 6

4 0 7 - 8 2 3 - 2 0 0 0

C O M M E N C E M E N T . U C F . E D U

This commencement program will be available at http://commencement.ucf.edu/2017/summer/archive   
for download as a PDF beginning Monday, August 7, 2017.
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