
 
 

Board of Trustees 
Teleconference Meeting 

Millican Hall, 3rd floor, President’s Boardroom 
April 22, 2013 

2:45 – 3:00 p.m. 
800-442-5794, passcode, 463796 

 
Agenda 

 
 
I. Call to Order       Trustee Michael J. Grindstaff 
         Chair, Board of Trustees 
 
II. Roll Call       Rick Schell 
         Associate Corporate Secretary 

 
III. Consent Agenda      Chair Grindstaff  
 

NG-1  Approval Joe Lewis, Founder and Chairman  Ray Gilley 
                       Tavistock Group   Chair, Nominating and Governance 
    Doctor of Medical Service  Committee    
 

NG-2 Approval Michael M. Crow, President  Ray Gilley 
                       Arizona State University 

Doctor of Humane Letters   
 
 NG-3 Approval William Jefferson Clinton  Ray Gilley  
    President, United States 

Doctor of Humane Letters 
     
IV. Adjournment       Chair Grindstaff 
 
 
 
 



 

ITEM:   NG-1 
University of Central Florida 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

SUBJECT:  Joe Lewis, Founder and Chairman, Tavistock Group 
 Doctor of Medical Service 

 
DATE: May 23, 2013 
 
 

PROPOSED BOARD ACTION 
 

Approval of a doctorate in Medical Service for Joe Lewis.  
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
Joe Lewis will be recognized with the degree of Doctor of Medical Service. Lewis has 
been a long-time friend of the university, and he has provided local, regional, national, 
and international leadership in the business community and in public service. 
 
Recognized by Forbes Magazine in 2012 as one of the largest independent foreign 
exchange traders and private investors in the world, Lewis has built a large and dynamic 
empire that includes the Tavistock Group, which today has grown to include over 200 
investments in companies in a wide range of sectors including real estate, sports, hotels, 
restaurants, life sciences, finance, energy, agriculture, retail, and logistics. Tavistock 
Group has had a significant presence in Orlando since 1987. 
 
Lewis is also credited with being a visionary force behind the Lake Nona Medical City 
development in Orlando.  The 7,000-acre master-planned development--which includes 
the UCF College of Medicine, two new hospitals, and three renowned science research 
centers--came to fruition over the last six years in part through Lewis’s real estate 
development company and charitable foundation.  Over that time period, 4,000 jobs and 
more than $2 billion of active construction have resulted from this effort at Lake Nona, in 
spite of the economic downturn.  Overall development has been projected to create more 
than $6 billion in annual economic activity for the state of Florida and 30,000 jobs by 
2017. 
 
In addition, Central Florida has benefited greatly from Lewis’s support of major 
institutions important to our city and medical community.  The UCF College of 
Medicine, MD Anderson Cancer Center Orlando, and the Sanford-Burnham Medical 
Research Institute have all been recipients of leadership gifts from Lewis, which helped 
ignite capital campaigns to establish these assets. 
 
Lewis’s commitment to professional and community service in Central Florida is highly 
recognized as well.  Over the last twenty years, Lewis, his family, and his senior 
executives have been strong supporters of many local entities including The First Tee, 
Orlando Minority Youth Golf, The Magic Foundation, Grace Medical Home, Partnership 



 

for a Drug Free America, and others.  He has demonstrated the importance of UCF and 
the community, both personally and professionally. 
 
 
Supporting documentation: Letter of Nomination and Commencements, Convocations,  
    and Recognitions Committee Approval 
 
Prepared by:  John Schell, Vice President and Chief of Staff 
 
Submitted by: John C. Hitt, President    
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