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I will practice and defend academic and personal honesty. 

I will use my talents to enrich the human experience. 

I will cherish and honor learning as a fundamental purpose 
of my membership in the UCF community. 

I will strive toward the highest standards of performance 
in any endeavor I undertake. 

I will promote an open and supportive campus 
 environment by respecting the rights and 

contributions of every individual. 
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About the University of Central Florida 

The University of Central Florida is a bold, preeminent research institution widely recognized as America’s leading 
partnership university. With more than 66,000 students, UCF is one of the largest universities in the United States. In 
addition to its impressive size and quality, UCF is ranked as a best-value university by The Princeton Review and 
Kiplinger’s, as well as one of the nation’s most affordable colleges by Forbes. The university benefits from a diverse 
faculty and staff who create a welcoming environment and opportunities for all students to grow, learn, and succeed. 

A Foundation For Success 

UCF and its 13 colleges offer more than 212 degrees at UCF’s main 
campus, hospitality campus, health sciences campus, 10 regional 
locations, and online program. The 1,415-acre main campus is 13 
miles east of downtown Orlando and adjacent to one of the top 
research parks in the nation. Regional campuses are located 
throughout Central Florida and include a fully accredited College of 
Medicine in the Medical City at Lake Nona. UCF’s online-only 
programs include bachelor’s degrees, graduate degrees, and 
graduate certificates. 

By the Numbers 

UCF offers 93 bachelor’s, 86 master’s, 27 research doctorates, three 
professional doctorates, and three specialist degree programs, and it 
leads all universities in Florida by conferring nearly 16,000 degrees 
a year. In fall 2016, the freshman class had an average SAT two-
score of 1262, The Burnett Honors College enrolled nearly 1,700 
students, and the number of incoming National Merit Scholars 
ranked UCF among the top 30 colleges and universities in the 
nation. 

Top-Ranked College Education 

UCF is an academic, partnership, and research leader in various 
fields, such as optics and lasers, modeling and simulation, 
engineering and computer science, business administration, 
education, hospitality management, health care, and video game 
design. In fact, UCF’s Florida Interactive Entertainment Academy 
is ranked as the nation’s number 2 game school by The Princeton 
Review. 

Knight Life 

Home to Spectrum Stadium and the CFE Arena, UCF hosts various 
concerts and shows, plus cultural events and NCAA sports. Student 
housing is abundant, as are on-campus events and activities. UCF 
offers an array of student services, hundreds of student clubs and 
organizations, and dedicated academic resources to help students 
succeed in school and as alumni. The UCF Downtown Campus, 
scheduled to open in fall 2019, will provide innovative urban 
education for high-demand fields such as digital media and health 
information technology. 
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Office of the President 
P.O. Box 160002 
Orlando, FL 32816-0002 

Dear Graduates: 

I congratulate you on earning your degrees, a big achievement for you and your families! 

We often say that the future of UCF and Orlando is big, and today I encourage you to think and 
dream big about your future.  

Your university education will be of immeasurable benefit to you for the rest of your lives. As you 
leave UCF, or continue your education here, keep your intellectual curiosity that got you this far, 
and never stop learning.  

Use your knowledge, talent, and degree to their fullest, and you will help to make a better future 
for our society. 

Remember your friends, family, and faculty members who helped you to grow intellectually, 
emotionally, and socially. And give back to your university for the benefit of future students whose 
lives and livelihoods will be transformed here. 

I believe everyone has potential. And, when all of us unleash our full potential together, anything 
is possible. 

Best wishes for a lifetime of success and satisfaction. 

Cordially yours, 

John C. Hitt 
President 

An Equal Opportunity-Affirmative Action Institution 
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University of Central Florida 
Commencement Program 

Prelude 

The Processional 
The Platform Party 

The Faculty 
The Baccalaureate and Graduate Candidates 

Convening of the Commencement 

The National Anthem 

Opening Remarks and Introductions 
John C. Hitt, President 

Commencement Address 

The Conferring of Degrees 
The Faculty 
The Deans 

The Provost 
The President 

Honors and Individual Recognition* 
Student Body Representative 

Alumni Association Representative 

Alma Mater 

The Recessional  
The Platform Party 

The Faculty   
The Graduate and Baccalaureate Candidates 

Andrew Walker, Organist  
Jose Velez, Vocalist 

David Enzfelder and Reg Lyle, Bagpipers 
Reader by ROMAGNA Company 

Sign Language Interpreter by Interpretek 
Captioning by Central Florida Captioning and CART Services 

* Applause is the most appropriate method of conveying congratulations as your graduate’s name is called.
Other methods may keep your neighbors from hearing their graduate’s name. 

As a courtesy to the graduates and families being recognized today, we ask that you remain in your seat until all 
graduates have crossed the platform.  

The ceremony will last approximately two hours. 

Thank you for joining the faculty, staff, administration, and student body in honoring our graduates. 
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College of Education and Human Performance, College of Health and Public Affairs,  
and Rosen College of Hospitality Management 

December 15, 2017 – 9:00 a.m. 
Platform Party 

Grand Marshal .................................................................................................................................... Dr. Carolyn Hopp 
Commencement Speaker .............................................................................................. The Honorable David Simmons 
President ................................................................................................................................................ Dr. John C. Hitt 
Provost and Executive Vice President ......................................................................................... Dr. A. Dale Whittaker 
Senior Vice President for University Relations ...................................................................... Dr. Daniel C. Holsenbeck 
Vice President and General Counsel ....................................................................................................... Mr. Scott Cole 
Vice President for Student Development and Enrollment Services .................................................. Dr. Maribeth Ehasz 
Vice President for Communications and Marketing ............................................................................ Mr. Grant Heston 
Vice President for Research and Dean, College of Graduate Studies ........................................... Dr. Elizabeth Klonoff 
Vice President for Administration and Finance and Chief Financial Officer ........................... Mr. William F. Merck II 
Vice President and Executive Chief of Staff ...................................................................................... Dr. John F. Schell 
Vice Provost for Teaching and Learning and Dean, College of Undergraduate Studies ............... Dr. Elizabeth Dooley 
Interim Dean, The Burnett Honors College ....................................................................................... Dr. Martin Dupuis 
Dean, College of Education and Human Performance .................................................................. Dr.  Pamela S. Carroll 
Interim Dean, College of Health and Public Affairs..................................................................... Dr.  José B. Fernández 
Dean, Rosen College of Hospitality Management ........................................................................... Dr. Abraham Pizam 
Alumni Representative .................................................................................................................... Ms. Woody Walker 
Student Government Association President.............................................................................  Mr. Nicholas R. Larkins 
University Faculty Representative ......................................................................................................... Dr. Claire Knox 
Staff Council Representative ....................................................................................................... Ms. Jamie LaMoreaux 

David Simmons is a Republican member of the Florida State Senate, who was 
first elected to the chamber in 2010. Simmons previously served as a member 
of the Florida House of Representatives from 2000 to 2008. 

Simmons is a leader in solving the major challenges facing Florida. He has 
been called the Legislature’s problem solver; the definition of substance over 
style; and the work horse of the Florida Legislature. 

His signature legislation includes a law that gives elementary school children 
additional daily intensive reading instruction, a law that significantly reduced 
homelessness in Florida, and Florida’s 2016 comprehensive water protection 
act. Championing UCF, he has been responsible for funding the university’s 
renowned Interactive Entertainment Academy; the Florida BRIDG project; 
and, along with Senate President Andy Gardner, UCF Downtown. 

Simmons’ public service has earned him well-deserved recognition. He has 
received the Legislator of the Year Award from Mothers Against Drunk 
Driving and the Florida School Board Association, the Legislative Champion 
Award from the Florida Sheriff’s Association, the Legislative Appreciation 
Award from the Florida League of Cities, and many other honors. 

He is the financial managing partner of DSK Law, one of the largest law firms 
in Central Florida. 

Simmons graduated first in his class from Tennessee Technological University 
with a major in mathematics, and he earned his law degree at Vanderbilt 
University. 

Commencement Speaker 

The Honorable 
David Simmons 
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College of Arts and Humanities, College of Graduate Studies,   
College of Nursing, College of Sciences, and College of Undergraduate Studies 

December 15, 2017 – 2:30 p.m. 
Platform Party 

Grand Marshal ............................................................................................................................. Dr. Joseph Harrington 
Commencement Speaker ....................................................................................................... The Honorable Ray Gilley 
President ................................................................................................................................................ Dr. John C. Hitt 
Provost and Executive Vice President ......................................................................................... Dr. A. Dale Whittaker 
Senior Vice President for University Relations ...................................................................... Dr. Daniel C. Holsenbeck 
Vice President and General Counsel ....................................................................................................... Mr. Scott Cole 
Vice President for Student Development and Enrollment Services .................................................. Dr. Maribeth Ehasz 
Vice President for Communications and Marketing ............................................................................ Mr. Grant Heston 
Vice President for Research and Dean, College of Graduate Studies ........................................... Dr. Elizabeth Klonoff 
Vice President for Administration and Finance and Chief Financial Officer ........................... Mr. William F. Merck II 
Vice President and Executive Chief of Staff ...................................................................................... Dr. John F. Schell 
Vice Provost for Teaching and Learning and Dean, College of Undergraduate Studies  ............... Dr. Elizabeth Dooley 
Interim Dean, The Burnett Honors College ....................................................................................... Dr. Martin Dupuis 
Dean, College of Arts and Humanities .............................................................................................. Mr. Jeffrey Moore 
Chair, Department of Nursing Practice, College of Nursing .......................................................... Dr.  Maureen Covelli 
Dean, College of Sciences .............................................................................................................. Dr.  Michael Johnson 
Alumni Representative ........................................................................................................................ Dr. Andre Garcia 
Student Government Association President.............................................................................. Mr. Nicholas R. Larkins 
University Faculty Representative .......................................................................................................... Dr. Stella Sung 
Staff Council Representative ....................................................................................................... Ms. Jamie LaMoreaux 
Order of Pegasus..............................................................................................................Ms. Emily Patricia Herrington 
Order of Pegasus.............................................................................................................................. Ms. Sabrina Jerome 

Raymond Gilley is the president of the Decide DeKalb Development 
Authority of DeKalb County, Georgia. He leads a professional team to 
deliver comprehensive economic development services designed to increase 
high-wage jobs and capital investment in DeKalb County. 

Prior to joining Decide DeKalb, Gilley was Chief Executive Officer at 
Solodev, a leading provider of content management software used by 
corporations to maximize their online presence. He also served as president 
of Metro Orlando Economic Development Commission and, along with his 
team, produced 41,300 high-wage jobs and $2.69 billion in capital 
investment between 2001 and 2010. 

Gilley serves on many civic and economic boards in Georgia. He formerly 
served Central Florida by his participation in Florida TaxWatch, BBVA 
Compass Central Market, Orlando Health, and Leesburg Regional Medical 
Center. He is past chair of Workforce Florida and the Florida Economic 
Development Council.  

The University of Central Florida has also been the beneficiary of Gilley’s 
civic engagement. He served for eight years on the UCF Board of Trustees. 
In that capacity, he chaired the Nominating and Governance Committee, 
and he served as the board representative on the Golden Knights Direct 
Support Organization. 

Gilley received his bachelor’s degree in marketing from Florida State 
University.  

Commencement Speaker 

The Honorable 
Ray Gilley 
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College of Business Administration, College of Engineering and Computer Science,  
College of Medicine, and College of Optics and Photonics 

December 16, 2017 – 9:00 a.m. 
Platform Party 

Grand Marshal .................................................................................................................................... Dr. Steven Sutton 
Commencement Speaker ....................................................................................................... Dr. Kareem Abdul-Jabbar 
President ................................................................................................................................................ Dr. John C. Hitt 
Provost and Executive Vice President ......................................................................................... Dr. A. Dale Whittaker 
Senior Vice President for University Relations ...................................................................... Dr. Daniel C. Holsenbeck 
Vice President for Student Development and Enrollment Services .................................................. Dr. Maribeth Ehasz 
Vice President for Communications and Marketing ............................................................................ Mr. Grant Heston 
Vice President for Medical Affairs and Dean, College of Medicine ......................................... Dr.  Deborah C. German 
Vice President for Research and Dean, College of Graduate Studies ........................................... Dr. Elizabeth Klonoff 
Vice President for Administration and Finance and Chief Financial Officer ........................... Mr. William F. Merck II 
Vice President for Alumni Relations and Development ....................................................... Mr. Michael J. Morsberger 
Vice President and Executive Chief of Staff ...................................................................................... Dr. John F. Schell 
Vice Provost for Teaching and Learning and Dean, College of Undergraduate Studies  ............... Dr. Elizabeth Dooley 
Interim Dean, The Burnett Honors College ....................................................................................... Dr. Martin Dupuis 
Dean, College of Business Administration .............................................................................................. Dr. Paul Jarley 
Dean, College of Engineering and Computer Science......................................................... Dr. Michael Georgiopoulos 
Dean and Director, College of Optics and Photonics ....................................................................... Dr. Bahaa A. Saleh 
Honorary Degree ................................................................................................................... Mr. Anthony J. Nicholson 
Alumni Representative ....................................................................................................................... Ms. Loretta Corey 
Student Government Association Vice President ........................................................................... Ms. Cristina Barreto 
University Faculty Representative .................................................................................................... Dr. Wasfy Mikhael 
Staff Council Representative ................................................................................................................ Ms. Emilia Paris 
Order of Pegasus............................................................................................................................ Ms. Sarah Beth Gitto 

Commencement Speaker 

Kareem Abdul-Jabbar ruled college basketball in his day, which was only a 
prelude to his historic professional career.  His accomplishments in the NBA 
are arguably the most awesome in league history:  Rookie of the Year, 
member of six NBA championship teams, six-time NBA Most Valuable 
Player, and many more. 

Among the most famous basketball players in the world, he was elected to 
the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame in 1995. 

Abdul-Jabbar is also a world-class author, actor, film-maker, and advocate 
for social justice.  He has been a regular contributor to discussions about race 
and religion, and he has championed the fight against hunger and illiteracy. 

His intellect, passion, and commitment have been recognized with many 
awards and honors. He was named a cultural ambassador for the United 
States by Secretary of State Hillary Clinton.  President Obama appointed him 
to the President’s Council on Fitness, Sports, and Nutrition. And in 2016, he 
received our nation’s highest civilian honor, the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom. 

Abdul-Jabbar has also been a welcome advocate for UCF. His support for 
the DeVos Sport Business Management program has been personal and 
effective, and he has been a mentor to UCF student athletes. 

A graduate of the University of California-Los Angeles, he has been the 
recipient of several honorary degrees, most recently a Doctor of Humanities 
degree from Princeton University. 

Dr. Kareem Abdul-Jabbar 
(Photo credit: Dan Winters) 
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Candidates for Doctoral Degrees 

College of Arts and Humanities 

IRENE LUCY PYNN 
Text and Technology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Martha Brenckle 

College of Business Administration 

KAZEEM OLALEKAN AKINYELE 
Business 
Major Advisor:   Dr. Vicky Arnold 

YUE LIU 
Business 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Xin He 

College of Education and Human Performance 

KATHRYN LOBNITZ ANDERSON 
Educational Leadership 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Rosemarye Taylor 

CLAUDINE CLAIRE BENTHAM 
Educational Leadership 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Kathleen King 

MICHAEL THOMAS CALLAHAN 
Educational Leadership 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Kathleen King 

NICOLE HAMMOND CARRASQUEL 
Education 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Marcela Farina 

ANDEL PIERRE FILS-AIME 
Educational Leadership 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Rosa Cintrón Delgado 

SABRINA AMIEL KALISH GORDON 
Curriculum and Instruction 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Rosemarye Taylor 

JOSHUA MARK GUILLEMETTE 
Education 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Stephen Sivo 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Bonnie Swan 

JULIANA LEE GULLY 
Education 
Major Advisor:   Dr. Glenda Gunter 

KIMMERLY KENYATTA HARRELL 
Education 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Enrique A. Puig 

EUGENE PRINGLE, JR. 
Educational Leadership 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Rosemarye Taylor 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Valerie Storey 

PAMELA J. RESNICK 
Education 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Jennifer Kent-Walsh 

ANDREW C. SHEPHERD 
Educational Leadership 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Rosemarye Taylor 

HALEY GROVES WINSTON 
Educational Leadership 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Rosa Cintrón Delgado 
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College of Engineering and Computer Science 

MOHAMMAD AHMADIAN 
Computer Science 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Dan Marinescu   

HAIDER M. K. MAHDI FAWZI AL-JELAWY 
Civil Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Kevin R. Mackie 

YASIR FAROUK YOUSUF AL-LEBBAN 
Civil Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Kevin R. Mackie 

MESHAL IBRAHIM ABDULAZIZ 
ALMOSHAOGEH 
Civil Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Essam Radwan 

VATANA AN 
Electrical Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Zhihua Qu 

VILDAN ATALAY AYDIN 
Computer Science 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Hassan Foroosh 

YUYAN BAO 
Computer Science 
Major Advisor:   Dr. Gary T. Leavens 

MOHAMMED BASINGAB 
Industrial Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Luis Rabelo 

HATIM A. BUKHARI 
Industrial Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Luis Rabelo 

OZAN CELIK 
Civil Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. F. Necati Catbas 

XUNCHAO CHEN 
Computer Engineering   
Major Advisor:  Dr. Jun Wang 

HAIDER HASSAN KHUDHAIR DARWASH 
Civil Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Kevin R. Mackie 

BASSEM FAREED FELEMBAN 
Mechanical Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Ali P. Gordon 

DANIEL MANOEL-FERREIRA GEIYER 
Mechanical Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Jeffrey L. Kauffman  

AMIR GOLSHANI 
Electrical Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Wei Sun 

ENAS FAWZI KHAIRULLAH 
Computer Science 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Mainak Chatterjee 

XIANGMENG MA 
Environmental Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Woo Hyoung Lee 

TRAVIS PAUL MEADE 
Computer Science 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Shaojie Zhang 

OMAR AHMED YOUSIF NAKHILA 
Computer Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Cliff C. Zou 

BEHNAZ NOJAVANASGHARI 
Computer Science 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Charles E. Hughes 

ANTONIYA K. PETKOVA 
Computer Science 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Narsingh Deo 

M. BETH H. PETTITT
Modeling and Simulation
Major Advisor:   Dr. Waldemar Karwowski

RAY OTTO PRATHER 
Mechanical Engineering 
Major Advisor:   Dr. Alain Kassab 

YANGYANG QIAO 
Mechanical Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Yuanli Bai 

ROUHOLLAH RAHMATIZADEH 
Computer Science 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Lotzi Bölöni 

LUIS MANUEL RODRIGUEZ CORDOVES 
Electrical Engineering 
Major Advisor:   Dr. Donald C. Malocha 
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ALIREZA SANI 
Electrical Engineering 
Major Advisor:   Dr. Azadeh Vosoughi 

KHURRAM SOOMRO 
Computer Science 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Mubarak Shah 

NASIM SOULY 
Computer Science 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Mubarak Shah 

GONZALO VACA CASTANO 
Electrical Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Niels Da Vitoria Lobo 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Mubarak Shah 

YINA WU 
Civil Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Mohamed Abdel-Aty 

HAN XIAO 
Civil Engineering 
Major Advisor: Dr. Dingbao Wang 

XUHONG ZHANG 
Computer Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Jun Wang 

YANG ZHAO 
Civil Engineering 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Omer Tatari 

College of Health and Public Affairs 

ORVILLE LAWRENCE CLAYTON 
Public Affairs 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Thomas T. H. Wan 

LLOYD DURAN 
Public Affairs 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Ana M. Leon 

College of Medicine 

SAMBUDDHA BASU 
Biomedical Sciences 
Major Advisor: Dr. Yoon-Seong Kim 

HILLARY NICOLE BENGTSON 
Biomedical Sciences 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Dmitry Kolpashchikov 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Kyle Rohde 

ANA CAROLINA MARTINI 
Biomedical Sciences 
Major Advisor:   Dr. Annette Khaled 

MARISA ANN FUSE 
Biomedical Sciences 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Cristina Fernandez-Valle 

SARAH BETH GITTO 
Biomedical Sciences 
Major Advisor:   Dr. Deborah A. Altomare 

CAROLINA RODRIGUES FELIX 
Biomedical Sciences 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Kyle Rohde 
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College of Nursing 

JULIE JOO ALBAN 
Nursing Practice 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Norma Conner 

MAXINE M. HICKS 
Nursing Practice 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Susan Chase 

NICOLE JACQUELINE JOHNSON 
Nursing Practice 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Diane Andrews 

DIANE PAGANO 
Nursing Practice 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Norma Conner 

ANNIE WHITWORTH ROBBINS 
Nursing Practice 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Angela Ritten 

CAROLYN GRANT SCOTT 
Nursing Practice 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Diane Andrews 

CATHLEEN ANN MARIE WHEATLEY 
Nursing Practice 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Diane Andrews 

College of Optics and Photonics 

MILAD AKHLAGHI BOUZAN 
Optics and Photonics 
Major Advisor:   Dr. Aristide Dogariu 

HAIWEI CHEN 
Optics and Photonics 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Shin-Tson Wu 

BIN HUANG 
Optics and Photonics 
Major Advisor:   Dr. Guifang Li 

LAURA J. SISKEN 
Optics and Photonics 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Kathleen Richardson 

YANG WANG 
Optics and Photonics 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Zenghu Chang 

RUIDONG ZHU 
Optics and Photonics 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Shin-Tson Wu 

College of Sciences 

HUSSAIN ABOUELKHAIR 
Physics 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Robert Peale 

MAHA KADHIM SALMAN AL TAMEEMI 
Chemistry 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Andres Campiglia 

SHANNON KYLE TEDDER BAILEY 
Psychology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Valerie Sims 

NICHOLAS WAYNE FRAULINI 
Psychology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. James Szalma 

KEYTON JAMES KALAKEWICH 
Chemistry 
Major Advisor:  Dr. James Harper 

MAHTAB AHMAD KHAN 
Physics 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Michael N. Leuenberger 

IAN CHRISTOPHER KUTCH 
Conservation Biology 
Major Advisor: Dr. Kenneth M. Fedorka 

CARLOS EDUARDO LEDEZMA 
Chemistry 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Dmitry M. Kolpashchikov 
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JENNIFER FUNG-MING LOUIE 
Psychology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Mustapha Mouloua 

ABIGAIL M. MALICK 
Sociology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Jana L. Jasinski 

DAWN M. MILLS 
Chemistry 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Karin Chumbimuni-Torres 

ADA DVORAH MISHLER 
Psychology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Mark Neider 

JULIAN MCCAIN MONTAQUILA 
Modeling and Simulation 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Bruce D. Caulkins 

SABINE S. PELTON 
Physics 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Eduardo Mucciolo 

ABRAR HOSSAIN QUADERY 
Physics 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Patrick K. Schelling 

JOSEPH C. WADDELL 
Conservation Biology 
Major Advisor:  Dr. William G. R. Crampton 

MINPEI WANG 
Biomedical Sciences 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Laurence Von Kalm 

Rosen College of Hospitality Management 

LIZA MARINA COBOS REICHARD 
Hospitality Management 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Kevin Murphy 

JILL E. PLUMER 
Hospitality Management 
Major Advisor:  Dr. Denver Severt 
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Candidates for Education Specialist 

AMANDA JEAN BUMGARNER 
Educational Specialist 

Major Advisor:  Dr. Stacy Van Horn 

AIMEE KATHRYN MILLER 
Educational Specialist 

Major Advisor:  Dr. Stacy Van Horn 
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Candidates for Master of Fine Arts 

MILOS AJDINOVIC 
Emerging Media 

ANDREW RICHARD CADIEUX 
Film 

REBECCA M. COBB 
Creative Writing  

MICHAEL J. EAKINS 
Emerging Media 

KAITLIN M. KOLHOFF 
Creative Writing 



8 



9 



10 



11 



12 



13 



14 



15 



16 



17 



18 



19 



20 



21 



22 

Honors and Recognition 
Order of Pegasus 

Todd Joseph Currie 
Sarah Beth Gitto 

Emily Patricia Herrington 
Sabrina Jerome 

Baccalaureate Degree Honors 
Top Honor Graduates 

Elsa Janice Anschuetz 
Jeremiahdominic Turto Balbin 
Alexandria Christen Dantes 
Andrew Evan Davis 
Emily Marie Eischen 
Angelica Estrada 
Eduardo Evaristo Yamin 
Holly Leigh Fohr 
Vanessa Garcia 

Kathryn Michelle Hall 
Lilla Hollos 
Kassidy Leigh James 
Andrea Christine Krebs 
Kyle Stephen Kubik 
Carrie Arlene Lacey 
Cora Eve Lacey 
Valeriya Valeryev Mikhaylova 
Bethany Elise Myers 

Emily Nina Qu 
Mark Andrew Rivera 
Connor Lamar Robertson 
Hannah Katherine Root 
Alexis Joy Scardasis 
Juan Felipe Sierra Villarraga 
Anna Joelle Trippensee 
Zacharia Samer Usher-Yasin 
Janet Valdes 

University Honors – The Burnett Honors College 

To graduate with University Honors, the student must complete 12 hours of Honors lower-division coursework, an 
Honors Symposium, and upper-division Honors course requirements in his or her college or major. 

Victoria Abreu 
Brandon Aulet 
Shameel Baksh 
Michael Baselice 
Dane Bouchie 
Devon Britt 
Samantha Brooks 
Jordan Brown 
Jay Bulsara 
Eric Butt 
Tiffany Cawyer 
Zhitao Chen 
Liliana Cruz 
Faith Culhane 
Alexandria Dantes 
Meleah Davies 
Andrew Davis 
Lawton Delay 
Willow Draper 
Victoria Edstrom 
Emily Eischen 

Matthew Ewert 
Rafaella Faria 
Holly Fohr 
Taylor Fohr 
Sebastian Giovannini 
Ariel Helin 
James Hurley 
Natasha Hutchinson 
Munira Jamal 
Theopeste Kerelos 
Hannah Kipersztok 
Diana Konarzewski 
Andrea Krebs 
Allison Lee 
Sara Lee 
Taya Lennon 
Nicholas Maier 
Maria Marquez 
Holly Moots 
Daniel Murphy 
Bethany Myers 

Emilia Nicholson-Fajardo 
Coral Nimz 
Joel Ofori 
Robert Owen 
Antonio Ozel 
Matthew Panepinto 
Devan Patel 
Jazmyn Patterson 
Anna Porter 
Danelle Richard 
Veronica Rios 
Yarilis Rodriguez 
Alexis Scardasis 
Jessica Schreader 
Shelbe Spurlock 
Jenna Sutter 
Virginia Vasquez 
Randi Vey 
Tessa Voorhees 
Taylor Winslow 
Sarah  Zuber 
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Honors in the Major 

Nathan Aleger 
Chemistry – Biochemistry 

Elizabeth Bello 
Elementary Education 

Enrique Blanco 
Chemistry – Biochemistry 

Nicole Daly 
Elementary Education 

Kayla Davis 
History 

Andrew Davis 
Physics 

Taraleigh Davis 
Political Science – International 
Relations and Comp. Politics 

Daryn Dever 
Psychology 

Asmita Devkota 
Nursing 

Joshua Duarte 
Psychology 

Cheyanne Fannan 
Art Education 

Jacquelyn Fernandez 
Sociology 

Bethany Fralish 
Elementary Education 

Rodney Henrichs 
English 

Ursula Hirsch 
Legal Studies 

Emily Jenkinson 
Sport and Exercise Science 

Jeslin Kera 
Biomedical Sciences 

Nickolas Kessler 
Biomedical Sciences 

Kyle Kubik 
English – Creative Writing 

Allison Lee 
International and Global Studies 

Blake Lozinski 
Mechanical Engineering 

Dillon Martin 
Mechanical Engineering 

Priscilla Martinez 
Psychology 

Lucia Pares Jimenez 
Elementary Education 

Michelle Prophete 
Biomedical Sciences 

Sharon Rodriguez 
History 

Rachael Rothstein-Safra 
History 

Keanu Tomey 
Sport and Exercise Science 

Tessa Treadwell 
Sociology 

Heather Walker 
Psychology 

Kaysey Wann 
Elementary Education 
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LEAD Scholars 

Victoria Abreu 
Adil Ali 
Kimberly Batres 
Grace Beck 
Cyrus Boga 
Michael Callahan 
Joshua Cammarn 
Karishma Cantarero 
Katherine Ceballos 
Kristina Cornuet 
Daniela Cortes 
Todd Currie 
Alexandria Dantes 
Meleah Davies 
Tricia Davis 
Heather Fagan 
William Ferrell 
Victoria Gajdzisz 
Amelia Gallo 

Kayla Garand 
John Geiger 
Vanessa Gomez 
Joshua Goodridge 
James Heidings 
Emily Herrington 
Sabrina Jerome 
Angela Kruth 
Kara Lahman 
Tammy Lara 
Adam Lee 
Sydney Little 
Auria Malachowski 
Wade McDonald 
Matthew McWilliams 
Zachary Meles 
Keisha Michel 
Christina Morse 
Alyssa Palsis 

Taylor Payne 
Michelle Philor 
Christopher Piazza 
Kathryn Pope 
Michelle Prophete 
Geethika Reddi 
Veronica Rios 
Connor Robertson 
Allie Sawicki 
Jennifer Sawicki 
Alexis Scardasis 
Spencer Scheirer 
Kiefer Schoenfeld 
Brianna Seanor 
Louis Shatkun 
Rozina Sheikh 
Alexander Skilling 
Monica Vega 
Marcus Williams 

President’s Leadership Council 

Kimberly Batres 
Sabrina Jerome 

Enrique Julián Blanco Martínez 
Sarah Elizabeth Nemes 

Air Force ROTC Commission 

Kirra A. Cranford 
Michael R. Delia 
Jesse L. Roberts 

Juan J. Villa             

Army ROTC Commission 

Olivia Anderson 
Raquel James Baxley 

Mario Caselli 
Eklin Howard 
Joseph Kim 

Scott Mandelberg 
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Baccalaureate Honors 

Baccalaureate Honors are conferred on those students who complete a minimum of 48 semester hours at UCF and 
attain an overall grade point average that falls in the top 10 percent of all graduating students in the same college 
over the prior two-year period. 

Honors are distinguished as follows: 

*** summa cum laude—students in the top 2.5 percent 
** magna cum laude—students in the top 5 percent but not in the top 2.5 percent 

* cum laude—students in the top 10 percent but not in the top 5 percent

The asterisk (*) appears as indicated above next to the name of each graduate who may qualify for Baccalaureate 
Honors.  

Because records for the final term are incomplete at the time the commencement program is printed and final term 
grades may affect relative rankings and overall GPA, indication in the program of graduation with Honors is 
presumptive rather than conclusive. 

Baccalaureate Honors list cutpoints are available at: 
http://commencement.ucf.edu/file/104/graduating-honors-cut-off.pdf 

http://commencement.ucf.edu/file/104/graduating-honors-cut-off.pdf
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The Commencement Ceremony and Academic Regalia 

The Academic Procession has descended from religious processions that came to include teaching faculties when universities were closely 
associated with the medieval church. The presence of a piper in American academic processionals has become popular in recent years. The pipers 
for UCF’s ceremonies are David Enzfelder and Reg Lyle. 

The procedure followed for the awarding of degrees is based on a practice developed at the University of Paris almost 800 years ago. In 
those days, the bishop of Paris, like every other bishop, was responsible for local educational curriculum and degree granting. His authority in these 
matters, however, soon came to be disputed by the teachers. They asserted that only they could be the proper judges of the qualifications of the 
students. This threatened impasse was resolved by a compromise under which the teachers, or masters, judged the merits of the students and then 
recommended them to the bishop for their degrees. Today’s ceremony includes a secularized version of that procedure. A representative of the 
Faculty Senate certifies that the student candidates are qualified to receive their degrees. The president then authorizes the awarding of the degree. 

Academic heraldry in the form of academic dress reaches as far back as the earliest days of the oldest universities. Formal directives 
concerning the correct and proper wearing of academic regalia date back to the early 14th Century. In the United States, as a result of our English 
heritage, caps and gowns have been used since colonial times. 

As heraldic devices such as shields, coats of arms, and standards could identify a knight and his individual heritage, academic regalia 
can describe the academic origin and accomplishments of the wearer. Easily recognizable are holders of bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral degrees. 
With the same glance, the trained eye may identify the university that conferred the degree as well as the individual’s field of learning. 

The shape and decorations of the gown are the keys to the highest degree earned by an individual. The gown for bachelor’s has long pointed 
sleeves and is designed to be worn closed only. The master’s gown has an oblong sleeve and is open at the wrist; the rear part of its oblong shape 
is square cut, and the front part has an arc cut away. The master’s gown may be worn open or closed. The doctor’s gown has bell-shaped sleeves, 
may be worn open or closed, and may be most readily identified by its velvet facing down the front and by three velvet chevrons on each sleeve. 

It is the hood, however, which is the most important and distinctive feature of American academic pageantry. Chevrons enable those 
attending an academic function to distinguish at a glance the wearer’s academic heritage. The bachelor’s hood, seldom seen in American academic 
circles, is three feet long with a two-inch edging of velvet. The master’s hood is three and one-half feet long with a three-inch edging.  The doctor’s 
hood is four feet long with a five-inch edging. 

The color of the hood’s velvet edging represents the field in which the wearer earned his or her degree. Although black may be used for 
any area, colors denoting selected fields of learning are as follows at UCF and American universities: all Ph.D.s are edged in dark blue, while 
professional doctorates, such as the Ed.D., are edged in the color of professional discipline. 

The hoods used by American colleges and universities are lined with silk in the official academic colors of the institution that conferred 
the degree. UCF graduates, for example, will wear hoods with linings of black and gold. Generally, a school’s academic colors are identical to its 
athletic colors. 

The academic regalia you see before you today can be traced directly back to the beginnings of the oldest colleges and universities. In 
1885, there occurred a widespread student movement in America to wear caps and gowns at commencement ceremonies. The graduating students 
seemed to feel a need for significant and dignified apparel for the occasion. By 1895, widespread adoption of a uniform code by 95 percent of colleges 
and universities in the country gave America its own distinct academic regalia. 

However, at any academic gathering, there usually appear regalia which cannot be fathomed by these guidelines. Some of these may be from 
foreign universities; others are from those American institutions that have preferred to remain with the European tradition of allowing each school to 
determine its own costume. The result is the academic regalia you see before you today. The colors of the master hoods are as follows: 

College of Arts and Humanities 
DISCIPLINE ............................................................................................................................... COLOR OF DISCIPLINE 
Creative Writing ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Brown 
Digital Media.............................................................................................................................................................................................................................. Brown 
Emerging Media ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................ Brown 
English ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ White 
Film ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ Brown 
Foreign Languages ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................... White 
History  .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................  White 
Interactive Entertainment .......................................................................................................................................................................................................... White 
Music ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. Pink 
Spanish .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................  White 
Teaching English as Second Language  .................................................................................................................................................................................   White 
Theatre ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Brown 
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College of Business Administration 
DISCIPLINE ................................................................................................................................ COLOR OF DISCIPLINE 
Accounting ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Drab 
Business Administration ................................................................................................................................................................................................................. Drab 
Economics ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ Drab 
Management .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Drab 
Real Estate ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Drab 
Sports Business Management ......................................................................................................................................................................................................... Drab 
Taxation ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Drab 

College of Education and Human Performance 
DISCIPLINE ................................................................................................................................ COLOR OF DISCIPLINE 
Education ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ Light Blue 

College of Engineering and Computer Science 
DISCIPLINE ................................................................................................................................ COLOR OF DISCIPLINE 
Computer Science........................................................................................................................................................................................................................ Orange 
Digital Forensics ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Orange 
Engineering ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. Orange 

College of Graduate Studies 
DISCIPLINE ................................................................................................................................ COLOR OF DISCIPLINE 
Conservation Biology Professional...................................................................................................................................................................................  Science Gold 
Interdisciplinary Studies ................................................................................................................................................................................................................ White 

College of Health and Public Affairs 
DISCIPLINE ................................................................................................................................ COLOR OF DISCIPLINE 
Communication Sciences and Disorders .............................................................................................................................................................................. Sage Green 
Criminal Justice ..............................................................................................................................................................................................................  Midnight Blue 
Health Care Informatics ..................................................................................................................................................................................................... Kelly Green 
Health Sciences ................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Kelly Green 
Nonprofit Management   .................................................................................................................................................................................................... Peacock Blue 
Public Administration  ...................................................................................................................................................................................................... Peacock Blue 
Research Administration   .................................................................................................................................................................................................. Peacock Blue 
Social Work .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Citron 
Urban and Regional Planning .............................................................................................................................................................................................. Blue-Violet 

 College of Medicine 
DISCIPLINE ................................................................................................................................ COLOR OF DISCIPLINE 
Biomedical Sciences ........................................................................................................................................................................................................... Science Gold 
Biotechnology ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Science Gold 

College of Nursing 
DISCIPLINE ................................................................................................................................ COLOR OF DISCIPLINE 
Nursing .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Apricot 

College of Optics and Photonics 
DISCIPLINE ................................................................................................................................ COLOR OF DISCIPLINE 
Optics and Photonics ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Aqua 

College of Sciences 
DISCIPLINE ................................................................................................................................ COLOR OF DISCIPLINE 
Anthropology  ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. White 
Biology  ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Science Gold 
Chemistry ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................ Science Gold 
Communication ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Crimson 
Forensic Science ................................................................................................................................................................................................................ Science Gold 
Mathematical Sciences   ...................................................................................................................................................................................................... Science Gold 
Physics ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ Science Gold 
Political Science ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Dark Blue 
Psychology  ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Science Gold 
Sociology ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ White 
Statistical Computing ......................................................................................................................................................................................................... Science Gold 

  Rosen College of Hospitality Management 
DISCIPLINE ................................................................................................................................ COLOR OF DISCIPLINE 
Hospitality and Tourism Management................................................................................................................................................................................... Pineapple 
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College Gonfalons 

The gonfalon originated in the medieval state of Italy as an ensign of the state of office. The UCF gonfalons designate 
the university seal, the various colleges, and the core values of The UCF Creed. The colors of the university, black 
and gold, are joined together in a UCF star common to all colleges. 

The University Mace 

During the Middle Ages, the mace was an effective weapon in battle; but as newer and more powerful military arms 
developed, it was transformed into a symbol of authority. 

The earliest ceremonial maces were borne by bodyguards of 12th Century English and French kings. By the end of the 
16th Century, they were used widely by officials of English cities and towns. Today, the ceremonial mace is found in 
the British Houses of Parliament and is frequently carried in ecclesiastical processions and in university convocations 
and commencement ceremonies. 

The mace incorporates two symbols identified with the University of Central Florida. The top is cast in the shape of 
the star found over the Pegasus in the UCF emblem. Inside the star is a reproduction of the “Flame of Hope” sculpture 
near the UCF library. 

The mace is cast in bronze with three bronze UCF emblems inlaid at the crest of the rosewood staff. The center of the 
staff is engraved with the names of the presidents of UCF. 

The creation of UCF’s mace was a collective effort by UCF art professor Jagdish Chavda, sculptor David Cambia, 
and wood craftsman David Conway. 

The Presidential Medallion 

The gold medallion worn by the university president at formal and ceremonial occasions marks the president as a 
distinguished scholar and administrator, the highest officer of the university, and one who strives to uphold the twin 
tenets established by its founders: Accent on the Individual and Accent on Excellence. 

The medallion is embossed with the university seal showing the mythical Pegasus ascending toward a single heavenly 
star and the motto, Reach for the Stars. The seal serves as a visible reminder to each member of the university 
community to strive to reach individual goals. The president has been entrusted to maintain and develop an atmosphere 
in which these creeds can be realized. The presidential position represented by the medallion epitomizes the 
foundations and aspirations of the university that the president has pledged to uphold. 

As the only university official who can formally award a degree, the president recognizes the graduates for meeting 
the standards of excellence set by the university and for reaching the point from which new ventures begin. 

From the presentation of the first medallion in 1968 to charter President Charles Millican to the one worn today, the 
Presidential Medallion has remained a symbol of academic leadership and the legacy of those pioneers who launched 
a unique experiment in higher education.   
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Honorary Degrees Awarded 

December 1969 Kurt H. Debus, Doctor of Engineering Science 

  William H. Dial, Doctor of Commercial Science 

June 1970   John W. Young, Doctor of Applied Sciences 

March 1973 Louis C. Murray, Doctor of Public Service 

August 1974 Fred C. Clayton, Doctor of Professional 

       Engineering 

August 1978 Richard F. Livingston, 

       Doctor of Business Administration 

June 1979   Albert F. Hegenberger,  

       Doctor of Engineering Science 

  Lee R. Scherer, Doctor of Engineering Science 

December 1979 Joseph Daniel Duffey, Doctor of Humane Letters 

June 1980   Thelma Vivian Jackson Dudley, 

       Doctor of Humanities 

Howard Phillips, Doctor of Public Service 

December 1981 Gene Burns, Master of Letters 

April 1982   Andrew Duda, Jr., Doctor of Agricultural Service 

  Ferdinand Duda, Doctor of Agricultural Service 

  John Duda, Doctor of Agricultural Service 

  Robert J. Whalen, Doctor of Engineering Science 

July 1982   Mary Jo Davis, Doctor of Public Service 

  William E. Davis, Doctor of Public Service 

December 1982 Joseph A. Boyd, Doctor of Engineering Science 

July 1983   J. W. Hubler, Doctor of Engineering Science 

  Charles Wadsworth, Doctor of Public Service 

December 1984 Allan E. Gotieb, Doctor of Laws 

May 1985   George J. Becker, Jr., Doctor of Public Service 

Jerry Collins, Doctor of Public Service 

  D. Robert Graham, Doctor of Public Service

  Walter O. Lowrie, Doctor of Engineering Science

  William C. Schwartz, Doctor of Engineering 

       Science 

March 1986 Isaac Bashevis Singer, Doctor of Letters 

October 1988 Elie Wiesel, Doctor of Letters 

December 1988 Sven Caspersen, Doctor of Engineering Science 

  John D. Holloway, Doctor of Public Service 

  Wolfgang-Detlef Petri, Doctor of Commercial 

       Science 

May 1989   Frank M. Hubbard, Doctor of Public Service 

  David Albertson, Doctor of Humane Letters 

  William S. Jenkins, Doctor of Humane Letters 

  James C. Robinson, Doctor of Public Service 

  Charles N. Millican, Doctor of Laws 

May 1990   Helen Harris Perlman, Doctor of Humane Letters 

  Thaddeus Seymour, Doctor of Letters 

May 1991   Roald Hoffman, Doctor of Science 

May 1992   Robert Bryan, Doctor of Humane Letters 

May 1993   Buell G. Duncan, Jr., Doctor of Commercial 

       Science 

May 1995   Norman R. Augustine, Doctor of Engineering 

       Science 

December 1995 Jesse Stone, Doctor of Humane Letters 

April 1996   Nicolaas Bloembergen, Doctor of Science 

December 1996 Richard A. Nunis, Doctor of Public Service 

May 1997   Maxwell C. King, Doctor of Public Service 

  Joe R. Lee, Doctor of Commercial Science 

August 1998 Trevor Colbourn, Doctor of Humane Letters 

December 1998 Linda W. Chapin, Doctor of Public Service 

December 1999 Oscar Arias, Doctor of Humane Letters 

  Reubin Askew, Doctor of Public Service 

  Desmond Tutu, Doctor of Humane Letters 

May 2000   Lotfi Zadeh, Doctor of Science 

May 2001   James Bacchus, Doctor of Public Services  

  Richard M. Karp, Doctor of Science 

  Joseph F. Traub, Doctor of Science 

  LeRoy T. Walker, Sr., Doctor of Public Service 

May 2002   Richard M. DeVos, Sr., Doctor of Commercial 

       Science 

October 2002 Albert Burnett, Doctor of Commercial Science 

Nancy Burnett, Doctor of Commercial Science 

December 2002 Robert E. Kahn, Doctor of Science 

December 2004 G. Vince Amico, Doctor of Science

  Lester Mandell, Doctor of Commercial Science 

May 2005   Harriet Elam-Thomas, Doctor of Public Service 

March 2006 Anibel Acevedo Vila, Doctor of Public Science 

December 2006 Rita Bornstein, Doctor of Humane Letters 

May 2007   Charles Hard Townes, Doctor of Science 

December 2008 Robert Vander Weide, Doctor of Commerce 

May 2009   Howard Lance, Doctor of Science 

December 2009 Jerry S. Roth, Doctor of Commercial Science 

December 2011 James A. Hinson, Doctor of Public Service 

December 2012  Sanford Shugart, Doctor of Humane Letters

May 2013   William Jefferson Clinton, Doctor of Humane 

       Letters 

   Michael M. Crow, Doctor of Humane Letters 

August 2014  Judith A. Albertson, Doctor of Humane Letters 

  Phyllis A. Klock, Doctor of Commercial Science 

December 2014  Alan Ginsburg, Doctor of Public Service 

  Richard Walsh, Doctor of Commercial Science 

May 2016      J. Charles Gray, Doctor of  Public Service

John Skipper, Doctor of Humane Letters

August 2016 Alan Eustace, Doctor of Business 

April 2017   Mohammad bin Fahd bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, 

       Doctor of Public Service 

August 2017 Leonard E. Williams, Sr., Doctor of Public Service 

President John C. Hitt with Dr. Phyllis A. Klock. 
67 



Degrees Conferred 

B.A.  Bachelor of Arts   
B.A.B.A. Bachelor of Arts in Business Administration 
B.A.S. Bachelor of Applied Science 
B.Des. Bachelor of Design in Architecture 
B.F.A.  Bachelor of Fine Arts 
B.M.  Bachelor of Music 
B.M.E. Bachelor of Music Education 
B.S. Bachelor of Science 
B.S.As.E. Bachelor of Science in Aerospace Engineering 
B.S.B.A. Bachelor of Science in Business Administration 
B.S.C.E. Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering 
B.S.Cp.E. Bachelor of Science in Computer Engineering 
B.S.ConE Bachelor of Science in Construction Engineering 
B.S.E.E. Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering 
B.S.E.E.T. Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering Technology 
B.S.E.T. Bachelor of Science in Engineering Technology 
B.S.Env.E. Bachelor of Science in Environmental Engineering 
B.S.I.E. Bachelor of Science in Industrial Engineering 
B.S.M.E. Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering 
B.S.N. Bachelor of Science in Nursing 
B.S.P.S.E. Bachelor of Science in Photonic Science and Engineering 
B.S.W. Bachelor of Social Work 
D.N.P. Doctor of Nursing Practice 
D.P.T. Doctor of Physical Therapy 
Ed.D.       Doctor of Education 
Ed.S.       Education Specialist 
M.A. Master of Arts 

M.A.A.E. Master of Arts in Applied Economics 
M.A.T. Master of Arts in Teaching 
M.P.A. Master of Public Administration 
M.B.A. Master of Business Administration 
M.D. Doctor of Medicine 
M.Ed. Master of Education 
M.F.A. Master of Fine Arts 
M.N.M. Master of Nonprofit Management 
M.S. Master of Science 
M.S.A. Master of Science in Accounting 
M.S.A.E. Master of Science in Aerospace Engineering 
M.S.B.M. Master of Sports Business Management 
M.S.C.E. Master of Science in Civil Engineering 
M.S.Cp.E. Master of Science in Computer Engineering 
M.S.E.E. Master of Science in Electrical Engineering 
M.S.Env.E. Master of Science in Environmental Engineering 
M.S.I.E. Master of Science in Industrial Engineering 
M.S.M. Master of Science in Management 
M.S.M.E. Master of Science in Mechanical Engineering 
M.S.M.S.E. Master of Science in Material Science and 

Engineering 
M.S.N. Master of Science in Nursing 
M.S.R.E. Master of Science in Real Estate 
M.S.T. Master of Science in Taxation 
M.S.W. Master of Social Work 
Ph.D. Doctor of Philosophy 

Diploma Distribution Information 

Approximately 6-10 weeks after commencement, all baccalaureate, education specialists, and master’s degree 
diplomas will be mailed to the address indicated on the student’s Intent to Graduate form. Students should log into 
MyUCF to update their diploma mailing address if the diploma mailing address changes after filing their Intent to 
Graduate. 

For additional information, undergraduate students should call the Registrar’s Office at 407-823-3100. Graduate 
students should contact the College of Graduate Studies at 407-823-4132. 

Congratulations, graduates! 

Lost and found items may be turned in or claimed at Guest Services, located at the main entrance on the second 
level. All University of Central Florida campus activities, events, programs, and facilities are available to all 

students of any race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, marital status, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, gender expression, and veterans’ status with due respect to law and the university’s philosophy of respect 

for individual and personal dignity. 

68 



UCF ALMA MATER 

All hail to Alma Mater whose banner black and gold, 

Will wave in fame and splendor as the passing years unfold. 

May loyalty and friendship, within our hearts unite, 

And light the star to guide us ever upward in our flight. 

With honor and affection our friendship will renew, 

We sing of thee our Alma Mater ever true. 
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NOTES 



U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  C E N T R A L  F L O R I D A  

4 3 6 5  A N D R O M E D A  L O O P  N .  

O R L A N D O ,  F L  3 2 8 1 6  

4 0 7 - 8 2 3 - 2 0 0 0  

C O M M E N C E M E N T . U C F . E D U  

This commencement program will be available at http://commencement.ucf.edu/2017/summer/archive 
for download as a PDF beginning Monday, December 18, 2017. 

http://commencement.ucf.edu/2017/summer/archive
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	LIVE THE UCF 
	CREED 

	INTEGRITY 
	I will practice and defend academic and personal honesty. 
	SCHOLARSHIP 
	I will cherish and honor learning as a fundamental purpose of my membership in the UCF community. 
	COMMUNITY 
	I will promote an open and supportive campus  environment by respecting the rights and contributions of every individual. 
	CREATIVITY 
	I will use my talents to enrich the human experience. 
	EXCELLENCE 
	I will strive toward the highest standards of performance in any endeavor I undertake. 
	About the University of Central Florida 
	The University of Central Florida is a bold, preeminent research institution widely recognized as America’s leading partnership university. With more than 66,000 students, UCF is one of the largest universities in the United States. In addition to its impressive size and quality, UCF is ranked as a best-value university by  and , as well as one of the nation’s most affordable colleges by . The university benefits from a diverse faculty and staff who create a welcoming environment and opportunities for all s
	The Princeton Review
	Kiplinger’s
	Forbes

	Figure
	A Foundation For Success 
	UCF and its 13 colleges offer more than 212 degrees at UCF’s main campus, hospitality campus, health sciences campus, 10 regional locations, and online program. The 1,415-acre main campus is 13 miles east of downtown Orlando and adjacent to one of the top research parks in the nation. Regional campuses are located throughout Central Florida and include a fully accredited College of Medicine in the Medical City at Lake Nona. UCF’s online-only programs include bachelor’s degrees, graduate degrees, and graduat
	By the Numbers 
	UCF offers 93 bachelor’s, 86 master’s, 27 research doctorates, three professional doctorates, and three specialist degree programs, and it leads all universities in Florida by conferring nearly 16,000 degrees a year. In fall 2016, the freshman class had an average SAT two-score of 1262, The Burnett Honors College enrolled nearly 1,700 students, and the number of incoming National Merit Scholars ranked UCF among the top 30 colleges and universities in the nation. 
	Top-Ranked College Education 
	UCF is an academic, partnership, and research leader in various fields, such as optics and lasers, modeling and simulation, engineering and computer science, business administration, education, hospitality management, health care, and video game design. In fact, UCF’s Florida Interactive Entertainment Academy is ranked as the nation’s number 2 game school by . 
	The Princeton Review

	Knight Life 
	Home to Spectrum Stadium and the CFE Arena, UCF hosts various concerts and shows, plus cultural events and NCAA sports. Student housing is abundant, as are on-campus events and activities. UCF offers an array of student services, hundreds of student clubs and organizations, and dedicated academic resources to help students succeed in school and as alumni. The UCF Downtown Campus, scheduled to open in fall 2019, will provide innovative urban education for high-demand fields such as digital media and health i
	Figure
	Office of the President 
	P.O. Box 160002 
	Orlando, FL 32816-0002 
	Dear Graduates: 
	I congratulate you on earning your degrees, a big achievement for you and your families! 
	We often say that the future of UCF and Orlando is big, and today I encourage you to think and dream big about your future.  
	Your university education will be of immeasurable benefit to you for the rest of your lives. As you leave UCF, or continue your education here, keep your intellectual curiosity that got you this far, and never stop learning.  
	Use your knowledge, talent, and degree to their fullest, and you will help to make a better future for our society. 
	Remember your friends, family, and faculty members who helped you to grow intellectually, emotionally, and socially. And give back to your university for the benefit of future students whose lives and livelihoods will be transformed here. 
	I believe everyone has potential. And, when all of us unleash our full potential together, anything is possible. 
	Best wishes for a lifetime of success and satisfaction. 
	Cordially yours, John C. Hitt President 
	An Equal Opportunity-Affirmative Action Institution 
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	* Applause is the most appropriate method of conveying congratulations as your graduate’s name is called. Other methods may keep your neighbors from hearing their graduate’s name. 
	As a courtesy to the graduates and families being recognized today, we ask that you remain in your seat until all graduates have crossed the platform.  
	The ceremony will last approximately two hours. 
	Thank you for joining the faculty, staff, administration, and student body in honoring our graduates. 
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	The Honorable David Simmons 
	David Simmons is a Republican member of the Florida State Senate, who was first elected to the chamber in 2010. Simmons previously served as a member of the Florida House of Representatives from 2000 to 2008. 
	Simmons is a leader in solving the major challenges facing Florida. He has been called the Legislature’s problem solver; the definition of substance over style; and the work horse of the Florida Legislature. 
	His signature legislation includes a law that gives elementary school children additional daily intensive reading instruction, a law that significantly reduced homelessness in Florida, and Florida’s 2016 comprehensive water protection act. Championing UCF, he has been responsible for funding the university’s renowned Interactive Entertainment Academy; the Florida BRIDG project; and, along with Senate President Andy Gardner, UCF Downtown. 
	He has received the Legislator of the Year Award from Mothers Against Drunk Driving and the Florida School Board Association, the Legislative Champion Award from the Florida Sheriff’s Association, the Legislative Appreciation Award from the Florida League of Cities, and many other honors. 
	Simmons’ public service has earned him well-deserved recognition. 

	He is the financial managing partner of DSK Law, one of the largest law firms in Central Florida. 
	Simmons graduated first in his class from Tennessee Technological University with a major in mathematics, and he earned his law degree at Vanderbilt University. 
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	Commencement Speaker 
	Raymond Gilley is the president of the Decide DeKalb Development Authority of DeKalb County, Georgia. He leads a professional team to deliver comprehensive economic development services designed to increase high-wage jobs and capital investment in DeKalb County. 
	Prior to joining Decide DeKalb, Gilley was Chief Executive Officer at Solodev, a leading provider of content management software used by corporations to maximize their online presence. He also served as president of Metro Orlando Economic Development Commission and, along with his team, produced 41,300 high-wage jobs and $2.69 billion in capital investment between 2001 and 2010. 
	Gilley serves on many civic and economic boards in Georgia. He formerly served Central Florida by his participation in Florida TaxWatch, BBVA Compass Central Market, Orlando Health, and Leesburg Regional Medical Center. He is past chair of Workforce Florida and the Florida Economic Development Council.  
	The University of Central Florida has also been the beneficiary of Gilley’s civic engagement. He served for eight years on the UCF Board of Trustees. In that capacity, he chaired the Nominating and Governance Committee, and he served as the board representative on the Golden Knights Direct Support Organization. 
	Gilley received his bachelor’s degree in marketing from Florida State University.  
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	Dr. Kareem Abdul-Jabbar 
	(Photo credit: Dan Winters) 

	Kareem Abdul-Jabbar ruled college basketball in his day, which was only a prelude to his historic professional career.  His accomplishments in the NBA are arguably the most awesome in league history:  Rookie of the Year, member of six NBA championship teams, six-time NBA Most Valuable Player, and many more. 
	Among the most famous basketball players in the world, he was elected to the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame in 1995. 
	Abdul-Jabbar is also a world-class author, actor, film-maker, and advocate for social justice.  He has been a regular contributor to discussions about race and religion, and he has championed the fight against hunger and illiteracy. 
	His intellect, passion, and commitment have been recognized with many awards and honors. He was named a cultural ambassador for the United States by Secretary of State Hillary Clinton.  President Obama appointed him to the President’s Council on Fitness, Sports, and Nutrition. And in 2016, he received our nation’s highest civilian honor, the Presidential Medal of Freedom. 
	Abdul-Jabbar has also been a welcome advocate for UCF. His support for the DeVos Sport Business Management program has been personal and effective, and he has been a mentor to UCF student athletes. 
	A graduate of the University of California-Los Angeles, he has been the recipient of several honorary degrees, most recently a Doctor of Humanities degree from Princeton University. 
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	Sarah  Zuber 


	Honors in the Major 
	Nathan Aleger 
	Nathan Aleger 
	Chemistry – Biochemistry 

	Elizabeth Bello 
	Elizabeth Bello 
	Elementary Education 

	Enrique Blanco 
	Chemistry – Biochemistry 
	Nicole Daly 
	Nicole Daly 
	Elementary Education 

	Kayla Davis 
	Kayla Davis 
	History 

	Andrew Davis 
	Andrew Davis 
	Physics 

	Taraleigh Davis 
	Taraleigh Davis 
	Political Science – International 
	Relations and Comp. Politics 

	Daryn Dever 
	Daryn Dever 
	Psychology 

	Asmita Devkota 
	Asmita Devkota 
	Nursing 

	Joshua Duarte 
	Joshua Duarte 
	Psychology 

	Cheyanne Fannan 
	Cheyanne Fannan 
	Cheyanne Fannan 
	Art Education 

	Jacquelyn Fernandez Sociology 

	Bethany Fralish 
	Bethany Fralish 
	Elementary Education 

	Rodney Henrichs 
	Rodney Henrichs 
	English 

	Ursula Hirsch 
	Ursula Hirsch 
	Legal Studies 

	Emily Jenkinson 
	Emily Jenkinson 
	Sport and Exercise Science 

	Jeslin Kera 
	Jeslin Kera 
	Biomedical Sciences 

	Nickolas Kessler 
	Nickolas Kessler 
	Biomedical Sciences 

	Kyle Kubik 
	Kyle Kubik 
	English – Creative Writing 

	Allison Lee 
	Allison Lee 
	International and Global Studies 

	Blake Lozinski 
	Blake Lozinski 
	Blake Lozinski 
	Mechanical Engineering 

	Dillon Martin 
	Dillon Martin 
	Mechanical Engineering 


	Priscilla Martinez 
	Priscilla Martinez 
	Psychology 

	Lucia Pares Jimenez 
	Lucia Pares Jimenez 
	Elementary Education 

	Michelle Prophete 
	Michelle Prophete 
	Biomedical Sciences 

	Sharon Rodriguez 
	Sharon Rodriguez 
	History 

	Rachael Rothstein-Safra 
	Rachael Rothstein-Safra 
	History 

	Keanu Tomey 
	Keanu Tomey 
	Sport and Exercise Science 

	Tessa Treadwell 
	Tessa Treadwell 
	Sociology 

	Heather Walker 
	Heather Walker 
	Psychology 

	Kaysey Wann 
	Kaysey Wann 
	Elementary Education 

	LEAD Scholars 
	Victoria Abreu 
	Victoria Abreu 
	Adil Ali 
	Kimberly Batres 
	Grace Beck 
	Cyrus Boga 
	Michael Callahan 

	Joshua Cammarn 
	Joshua Cammarn 
	Karishma Cantarero 
	Katherine Ceballos 
	Kristina Cornuet 
	Daniela Cortes 
	Todd Currie 
	Alexandria Dantes 
	Meleah Davies 
	Tricia Davis 
	Heather Fagan 
	William Ferrell 
	Victoria Gajdzisz 
	Amelia Gallo 

	Kayla Garand 
	Kayla Garand 
	John Geiger 
	Vanessa Gomez 
	Joshua Goodridge 
	James Heidings 
	Emily Herrington 
	Sabrina Jerome 
	Angela Kruth 
	Kara Lahman 
	Tammy Lara 
	Adam Lee 
	Sydney Little 
	Auria Malachowski 
	Wade McDonald 
	Matthew McWilliams 
	Zachary Meles 
	Keisha Michel 
	Christina Morse 
	Alyssa Palsis 

	Taylor Payne 
	Taylor Payne 
	Michelle Philor 
	Christopher Piazza 
	Kathryn Pope 
	Michelle Prophete 
	Geethika Reddi 
	Veronica Rios 
	Connor Robertson 
	Allie Sawicki 
	Jennifer Sawicki 
	Alexis Scardasis 
	Spencer Scheirer 
	Kiefer Schoenfeld 
	Brianna Seanor 
	Louis Shatkun 
	Rozina Sheikh 
	Alexander Skilling 
	Monica Vega 
	Marcus Williams 

	President’s Leadership Council 
	Kimberly Batres 
	Kimberly Batres 
	Sabrina Jerome 
	Enrique Julián Blanco Martínez 
	Sarah Elizabeth Nemes 

	Air Force ROTC Commission 
	Kirra A. Cranford 
	Kirra A. Cranford 
	Michael R. Delia 
	Jesse L. Roberts 
	Juan J. Villa   

	Army ROTC Commission 
	Olivia Anderson 
	Olivia Anderson 
	Raquel James Baxley 
	Mario Caselli 
	Eklin Howard 
	Joseph Kim 
	Scott Mandelberg 

	Baccalaureate Honors 
	Baccalaureate Honors are conferred on those students who complete a minimum of 48 semester hours at UCF and attain an overall grade point average that falls in the top 10 percent of all graduating students in the same college over the prior two-year period. 
	Honors are distinguished as follows: 
	*** summa cum laude—students in the top 2.5 percent 
	** magna cum laude—students in the top 5 percent but not in the top 2.5 percent 
	* 
	* 
	* 
	cum laude—students in the top 10 percent but not in the top 5 percent 


	The asterisk (*) appears as indicated above next to the name of each graduate who may qualify for Baccalaureate Honors.  
	Because records for the final term are incomplete at the time the commencement program is printed and final term grades may affect relative rankings and overall GPA, indication in the program of graduation with Honors is presumptive rather than conclusive. 
	Baccalaureate Honors list cutpoints are available at: 
	Baccalaureate Honors list cutpoints are available at: 
	http://commencement.ucf.edu/file/104/graduating-honors-cut-off.pdf 
	http://commencement.ucf.edu/file/104/graduating-honors-cut-off.pdf 
	http://commencement.ucf.edu/file/104/graduating-honors-cut-off.pdf 
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	The Commencement Ceremony and Academic Regalia 
	Figure
	has descended from religious processions that came to include teaching faculties when universities were closely associated with the medieval church. The presence of a piper in American academic processionals has become popular in recent years. The pipers for UCF’s ceremonies are David Enzfelder and Reg Lyle. 
	The Academic Procession 

	is based on a practice developed at the University of Paris almost 800 years ago. In those days, the bishop of Paris, like every other bishop, was responsible for local educational curriculum and degree granting. His authority in these matters, however, soon came to be disputed by the teachers. They asserted that only they could be the proper judges of the qualifications of the students. This threatened impasse was resolved by a compromise under which the teachers, or masters, judged the merits of the stude
	The procedure followed for the awarding of degrees 
	. 

	reaches as far back as the earliest days of the oldest universities. Formal directives concerning the correct and proper wearing of academic regalia date back to the early 14 Century. In the United States, as a result of our English heritage, caps and gowns have been used since colonial times. 
	Academic heraldry in the form of academic dress 
	th

	could identify a knight and his individual heritage, academic regalia can describe the academic origin and accomplishments of the wearer. Easily recognizable are holders of bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral degrees. With the same glance, the trained eye may identify the university that conferred the degree as well as the individual’s field of learning. 
	As heraldic devices such as shields, coats of arms, and standards 

	to the highest degree earned by an individual. The gown for bachelor’s has long pointed sleeves and is designed to be worn closed only. The master’s gown has an oblong sleeve and is open at the wrist; the rear part of its oblong shape is square cut, and the front part has an arc cut away. The master’s gown may be worn open or closed. The doctor’s gown has bell-shaped sleeves, may be worn open or closed, and may be most readily identified by its velvet facing down the front and by three velvet chevrons on ea
	The shape and decorations of the gown are the keys 

	 of American academic pageantry. Chevrons enable those attending an academic function to distinguish at a glance the wearer’s academic heritage. The bachelor’s hood, seldom seen in American academic circles, is three feet long with a two-inch edging of velvet. The master’s hood is three and one-half feet long with a three-inch edging.  The doctor’s hood is four feet long with a five-inch edging. 
	It is the hood, however, which is the most important and distinctive feature

	in which the wearer earned his or her degree. Although black may be used for any area, colors denoting selected fields of learning are as follows at UCF and American universities: all Ph.D.s are edged in dark blue, while professional doctorates, such as the Ed.D., are edged in the color of professional discipline. 
	The color of the hood’s velvet edging represents the field 

	in the official academic colors of the institution that conferred the degree. UCF graduates, for example, will wear hoods with linings of black and gold. Generally, a school’s academic colors are identical to its athletic colors. 
	The hoods used by American colleges and universities are lined with silk 

	back to the beginnings of the oldest colleges and universities. In 1885, there occurred a widespread student movement in America to wear caps and gowns at commencement ceremonies. The graduating students seemed to feel a need for significant and dignified apparel for the occasion. By 1895, widespread adoption of a uniform code by 95 percent of colleges and universities in the country gave America its own distinct academic regalia. 
	The academic regalia you see before you today can be traced directly 

	However, at any academic gathering, there usually appear regalia which cannot be fathomed by these guidelines. Some of these may be from foreign universities; others are from those American institutions that have preferred to remain with the European tradition of allowing each school to determine its own costume. The result is the academic regalia you see before you today. The colors of the master hoods are as follows: 
	College of Arts and Humanities 
	DISCIPLINE ............................................................................................................................... COLOR OF DISCIPLINE 
	Creative Writing ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Brown 
	Creative Writing ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Brown 
	Creative Writing ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Brown 

	Digital Media.............................................................................................................................................................................................................................. Brown Emerging Media ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................ Brown 
	Digital Media.............................................................................................................................................................................................................................. Brown Emerging Media ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................ Brown 

	English ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ White 
	English ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ White 

	Film ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ Brown Foreign Languages ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................... White 
	Film ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ Brown Foreign Languages ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................... White 

	History  .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................  White 
	History  .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................  White 

	Interactive Entertainment .......................................................................................................................................................................................................... White Music ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. Pink 
	Interactive Entertainment .......................................................................................................................................................................................................... White Music ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. Pink 

	Spanish .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................  White 
	Spanish .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................  White 

	Teaching English as Second Language  .................................................................................................................................................................................   White 
	Teaching English as Second Language  .................................................................................................................................................................................   White 


	Theatre ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Brown 
	College of Business Administration 
	DISCIPLINE ................................................................................................................................ COLOR OF DISCIPLINE 
	Accounting ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Drab 
	Accounting ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Drab 
	Accounting ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Drab 


	Business Administration ................................................................................................................................................................................................................. Drab 
	Economics ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ Drab Management .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Drab 
	Economics ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ Drab Management .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Drab 
	Economics ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ Drab Management .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Drab 

	Real Estate ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Drab 
	Real Estate ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Drab 

	Sports Business Management ......................................................................................................................................................................................................... Drab 
	Sports Business Management ......................................................................................................................................................................................................... Drab 


	Taxation ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Drab 
	College of Education and Human Performance 
	Education ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ Light Blue 
	DISCIPLINE ................................................................................................................................ COLOR OF DISCIPLINE 

	College of Engineering and Computer Science 
	DISCIPLINE 
	................................................................................................................................ COLOR OF DISCIPLINE 
	................................................................................................................................ COLOR OF DISCIPLINE 
	Computer Science........................................................................................................................................................................................................................ Orange 
	Digital Forensics ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Orange 
	Engineering ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. Orange 

	College of Graduate Studies 
	Conservation Biology Professional...................................................................................................................................................................................  Science Gold Interdisciplinary Studies ................................................................................................................................................................................................................ White 
	DISCIPLINE ................................................................................................................................ COLOR OF DISCIPLINE 

	DISCIPLINE 
	................................................................................................................................ COLOR OF DISCIPLINE 
	College of Health and Public Affairs 

	 College of Medicine 
	Biomedical Sciences ........................................................................................................................................................................................................... Science Gold Biotechnology ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Science Gold 
	DISCIPLINE ................................................................................................................................ COLOR OF DISCIPLINE 

	College of Nursing 
	Nursing .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Apricot 
	DISCIPLINE ................................................................................................................................ COLOR OF DISCIPLINE 

	College of Optics and Photonics 
	Optics and Photonics ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Aqua 
	DISCIPLINE ................................................................................................................................ COLOR OF DISCIPLINE 

	College of Sciences 
	DISCIPLINE ................................................................................................................................ COLOR OF DISCIPLINE 
	Anthropology  ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. White 
	Biology  ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Science Gold Chemistry ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................ Science Gold 
	Communication ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Crimson 
	Communication ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Crimson 
	Forensic Science ................................................................................................................................................................................................................ Science Gold 
	Mathematical Sciences ...................................................................................................................................................................................................... Science Gold 
	Physics ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ Science Gold 
	Political Science ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Dark Blue 
	Psychology  ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Science Gold 
	Sociology ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ White 
	Statistical Computing ......................................................................................................................................................................................................... Science Gold 

	  Rosen College of Hospitality Management 
	DISCIPLINE ................................................................................................................................ COLOR OF DISCIPLINE 
	Hospitality and Tourism Management................................................................................................................................................................................... Pineapple 
	College Gonfalons 
	The gonfalon originated in the medieval state of Italy as an ensign of the state of office. The UCF gonfalons designate the university seal, the various colleges, and the core values of . The colors of the university, black and gold, are joined together in a UCF star common to all colleges. 
	The UCF Creed

	The University Mace 
	During the Middle Ages, the mace was an effective weapon in battle; but as newer and more powerful military arms developed, it was transformed into a symbol of authority. 
	The earliest ceremonial maces were borne by bodyguards of 12 Century English and French kings. By the end of the 16 Century, they were used widely by officials of English cities and towns. Today, the ceremonial mace is found in the British Houses of Parliament and is frequently carried in ecclesiastical processions and in university convocations and commencement ceremonies. 
	th
	th

	The mace incorporates two symbols identified with the University of Central Florida. The top is cast in the shape of the star found over the Pegasus in the UCF emblem. Inside the star is a reproduction of the “Flame of Hope” sculpture near the UCF library. 
	The mace is cast in bronze with three bronze UCF emblems inlaid at the crest of the rosewood staff. The center of the staff is engraved with the names of the presidents of UCF. 
	The creation of UCF’s mace was a collective effort by UCF art professor Jagdish Chavda, sculptor David Cambia, and wood craftsman David Conway. 
	The Presidential Medallion 
	The gold medallion worn by the university president at formal and ceremonial occasions marks the president as a distinguished scholar and administrator, the highest officer of the university, and one who strives to uphold the twin tenets established by its founders:  and . 
	Accent on the Individual
	Accent on Excellence

	The medallion is embossed with the university seal showing the mythical Pegasus ascending toward a single heavenly star and the motto, . The seal serves as a visible reminder to each member of the university community to strive to reach individual goals. The president has been entrusted to maintain and develop an atmosphere in which these creeds can be realized. The presidential position represented by the medallion epitomizes the foundations and aspirations of the university that the president has pledged 
	Reach for the Stars

	As the only university official who can formally award a degree, the president recognizes the graduates for meeting the standards of excellence set by the university and for reaching the point from which new ventures begin. 
	From the presentation of the first medallion in 1968 to charter President Charles Millican to the one worn today, the Presidential Medallion has remained a symbol of academic leadership and the legacy of those pioneers who launched a unique experiment in higher education. 
	Honorary Degrees Awarded 
	Figure
	December 1969 
	December 1969 
	December 1969 
	December 1969 

	Kurt H. Debus, Doctor of Engineering Science William H. Dial, Doctor of Commercial Science 
	Kurt H. Debus, Doctor of Engineering Science William H. Dial, Doctor of Commercial Science 

	December 1996 May 1997 
	December 1996 May 1997 


	June 1970 
	June 1970 
	June 1970 

	John W. Young, Doctor of Applied Sciences 
	John W. Young, Doctor of Applied Sciences 


	March 1973 
	March 1973 
	March 1973 

	Louis C. Murray, Doctor of Public Service 
	Louis C. Murray, Doctor of Public Service 

	August 1998 
	August 1998 


	August 1974 
	August 1974 
	August 1974 

	Fred C. Clayton, Doctor of Professional  Engineering 
	Fred C. Clayton, Doctor of Professional  Engineering 

	December 1998 December 1999 
	December 1998 December 1999 


	August 1978 
	August 1978 
	August 1978 

	Richard F. Livingston, 
	Richard F. Livingston, 
	Richard F. Livingston, 
	 Doctor of Business Administration 



	June 1979 
	June 1979 
	June 1979 

	Albert F. Hegenberger,
	Albert F. Hegenberger,
	Albert F. Hegenberger,
	 Doctor of Engineering Science 
	Lee R. Scherer, Doctor of Engineering Science 


	May 2000 May 2001 
	May 2000 May 2001 


	December 1979 
	December 1979 
	December 1979 

	Joseph Daniel Duffey, Doctor of Humane Letters 
	Joseph Daniel Duffey, Doctor of Humane Letters 


	June 1980 
	June 1980 
	June 1980 

	Thelma Vivian Jackson Dudley,  Doctor of Humanities 
	Thelma Vivian Jackson Dudley,  Doctor of Humanities 
	Thelma Vivian Jackson Dudley,  Doctor of Humanities 
	  Howard Phillips, Doctor of Public Service 


	May 2002 
	May 2002 


	December 1981 
	December 1981 
	December 1981 

	Gene Burns, Master of Letters 
	Gene Burns, Master of Letters 

	October 2002 
	October 2002 


	April 1982 
	April 1982 
	April 1982 

	Andrew Duda, Jr., Doctor of Agricultural Service Ferdinand Duda, Doctor of Agricultural Service John Duda, Doctor of Agricultural Service Robert J. Whalen, Doctor of Engineering Science 
	Andrew Duda, Jr., Doctor of Agricultural Service Ferdinand Duda, Doctor of Agricultural Service John Duda, Doctor of Agricultural Service Robert J. Whalen, Doctor of Engineering Science 

	December 2002 December 2004 
	December 2002 December 2004 


	July 1982 
	July 1982 
	July 1982 

	Mary Jo Davis, Doctor of Public Service William E. Davis, Doctor of Public Service 
	Mary Jo Davis, Doctor of Public Service William E. Davis, Doctor of Public Service 

	May 2005 March 2006 
	May 2005 March 2006 


	December 1982 
	December 1982 
	December 1982 

	Joseph A. Boyd, Doctor of Engineering Science 
	Joseph A. Boyd, Doctor of Engineering Science 

	December 2006 
	December 2006 


	July 1983 
	July 1983 
	July 1983 

	J. W. Hubler, Doctor of Engineering Science Charles Wadsworth, Doctor of Public Service 
	J. W. Hubler, Doctor of Engineering Science Charles Wadsworth, Doctor of Public Service 

	May 2007 December 2008 
	May 2007 December 2008 


	December 1984 
	December 1984 
	December 1984 

	Allan E. Gotieb, Doctor of Laws 
	Allan E. Gotieb, Doctor of Laws 

	May 2009 
	May 2009 


	May 1985 
	May 1985 
	May 1985 

	George J. Becker, Jr., Doctor of Public Service   Jerry Collins, Doctor of Public Service 
	George J. Becker, Jr., Doctor of Public Service   Jerry Collins, Doctor of Public Service 
	D. Robert Graham, Doctor of Public Service Walter O. Lowrie, Doctor of Engineering Science William C. Schwartz, Doctor of Engineering  Science 

	December 2009 December 2011 December 2012  May 2013   
	December 2009 December 2011 December 2012  May 2013   


	March 1986 
	March 1986 
	March 1986 

	Isaac Bashevis Singer, Doctor of Letters 
	Isaac Bashevis Singer, Doctor of Letters 

	August 2014  
	August 2014  


	October 1988 
	October 1988 
	October 1988 

	Elie Wiesel, Doctor of Letters 
	Elie Wiesel, Doctor of Letters 


	December 1988 
	December 1988 
	December 1988 

	Sven Caspersen, Doctor of Engineering Science John D. Holloway, Doctor of Public Service Wolfgang-Detlef Petri, Doctor of Commercial 
	Sven Caspersen, Doctor of Engineering Science John D. Holloway, Doctor of Public Service Wolfgang-Detlef Petri, Doctor of Commercial 
	 Science 

	December 2014  
	December 2014  


	May 2016      
	May 2016      
	May 2016      


	May 1989 
	May 1989 
	May 1989 

	Frank M. Hubbard, Doctor of Public Service David Albertson, Doctor of Humane Letters William S. Jenkins, Doctor of Humane Letters James C. Robinson, Doctor of Public Service Charles N. Millican, Doctor of Laws 
	Frank M. Hubbard, Doctor of Public Service David Albertson, Doctor of Humane Letters William S. Jenkins, Doctor of Humane Letters James C. Robinson, Doctor of Public Service Charles N. Millican, Doctor of Laws 

	August 2016 
	August 2016 


	April 2017 
	April 2017 
	April 2017 


	August 2017 
	August 2017 
	August 2017 


	May 1990 
	May 1990 
	May 1990 

	Helen Harris Perlman, Doctor of Humane Letters Thaddeus Seymour, Doctor of Letters 
	Helen Harris Perlman, Doctor of Humane Letters Thaddeus Seymour, Doctor of Letters 


	May 1991 
	May 1991 
	May 1991 

	Roald Hoffman, Doctor of Science 
	Roald Hoffman, Doctor of Science 


	May 1992 
	May 1992 
	May 1992 

	Robert Bryan, Doctor of Humane Letters 
	Robert Bryan, Doctor of Humane Letters 


	May 1993 
	May 1993 
	May 1993 

	Buell G. Duncan, Jr., Doctor of Commercial  Science 
	Buell G. Duncan, Jr., Doctor of Commercial  Science 


	May 1995 
	May 1995 
	May 1995 

	Norman R. Augustine, Doctor of Engineering  Science 
	Norman R. Augustine, Doctor of Engineering  Science 


	December 1995 
	December 1995 
	December 1995 

	Jesse Stone, Doctor of Humane Letters 
	Jesse Stone, Doctor of Humane Letters 


	April 1996 
	April 1996 
	April 1996 

	Nicolaas Bloembergen, Doctor of Science 
	Nicolaas Bloembergen, Doctor of Science 



	Richard A. Nunis, Doctor of Public Service 
	Maxwell C. King, Doctor of Public Service 
	Joe R. Lee, Doctor of Commercial Science 
	Trevor Colbourn, Doctor of Humane Letters 
	Linda W. Chapin, Doctor of Public Service 
	Oscar Arias, Doctor of Humane Letters 
	Reubin Askew, Doctor of Public Service 
	Desmond Tutu, Doctor of Humane Letters 
	Lotfi Zadeh, Doctor of Science 
	James Bacchus, Doctor of Public Services  
	Richard M. Karp, Doctor of Science 
	Joseph F. Traub, Doctor of Science 
	LeRoy T. Walker, Sr., Doctor of Public Service 
	Richard M. DeVos, Sr., Doctor of Commercial 
	 Science 
	Albert Burnett, Doctor of Commercial Science 
	  Nancy Burnett, Doctor of Commercial Science 
	Robert E. Kahn, Doctor of Science 
	G. Vince Amico, Doctor of Science 
	Lester Mandell, Doctor of Commercial Science 
	Harriet Elam-Thomas, Doctor of Public Service 
	Anibel Acevedo Vila, Doctor of Public Science 
	Rita Bornstein, Doctor of Humane Letters 
	Charles Hard Townes, Doctor of Science 
	Robert Vander Weide, Doctor of Commerce 
	Howard Lance, Doctor of Science 
	Jerry S. Roth, Doctor of Commercial Science 
	James A. Hinson, Doctor of Public Service 
	Sanford Shugart, Doctor of Humane Letters 
	William Jefferson Clinton, Doctor of Humane 
	 Letters 
	Michael M. Crow, Doctor of Humane Letters 
	Judith A. Albertson, Doctor of Humane Letters 
	Phyllis A. Klock, Doctor of Commercial Science 
	Alan Ginsburg, Doctor of Public Service 
	Richard Walsh, Doctor of Commercial Science 
	  J. Charles Gray, Doctor of  Public Service 
	  John Skipper, Doctor of Humane Letters 
	  John Skipper, Doctor of Humane Letters 
	Alan Eustace, Doctor of Business 
	Mohammad bin Fahd bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, 

	 Doctor of Public Service 
	Leonard E. Williams, Sr., Doctor of Public Service 
	Figure
	President John C. Hitt with Dr. Phyllis A. Klock. 
	Degrees Conferred 
	Figure
	B.A.  
	B.A.  
	B.A.  
	B.A.  

	Bachelor of Arts 
	Bachelor of Arts 


	B.A.B.A. 
	B.A.B.A. 
	B.A.B.A. 

	Bachelor of Arts in Business Administration 
	Bachelor of Arts in Business Administration 


	B.A.S. 
	B.A.S. 
	B.A.S. 

	Bachelor of Applied Science 
	Bachelor of Applied Science 


	B.Des. 
	B.Des. 
	B.Des. 

	Bachelor of Design in Architecture 
	Bachelor of Design in Architecture 


	B.F.A. 
	B.F.A. 
	B.F.A. 

	Bachelor of Fine Arts 
	Bachelor of Fine Arts 


	B.M. 
	B.M. 
	B.M. 

	Bachelor of Music 
	Bachelor of Music 


	B.M.E. 
	B.M.E. 
	B.M.E. 

	Bachelor of Music Education 
	Bachelor of Music Education 


	B.S.  
	B.S.  
	B.S.  

	Bachelor of Science 
	Bachelor of Science 


	B.S.As.E.  
	B.S.As.E.  
	B.S.As.E.  

	Bachelor of Science in Aerospace Engineering 
	Bachelor of Science in Aerospace Engineering 


	B.S.B.A.  
	B.S.B.A.  
	B.S.B.A.  

	Bachelor of Science in Business Administration 
	Bachelor of Science in Business Administration 


	B.S.C.E. 
	B.S.C.E. 
	B.S.C.E. 

	Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering 
	Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering 


	B.S.Cp.E. 
	B.S.Cp.E. 
	B.S.Cp.E. 

	Bachelor of Science in Computer Engineering 
	Bachelor of Science in Computer Engineering 


	B.S.ConE 
	B.S.ConE 
	B.S.ConE 

	Bachelor of Science in Construction Engineering 
	Bachelor of Science in Construction Engineering 


	B.S.E.E.  
	B.S.E.E.  
	B.S.E.E.  

	Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering 
	Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering 


	B.S.E.E.T. 
	B.S.E.E.T. 
	B.S.E.E.T. 

	Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering Technology 
	Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering Technology 


	B.S.E.T.  
	B.S.E.T.  
	B.S.E.T.  

	Bachelor of Science in Engineering Technology 
	Bachelor of Science in Engineering Technology 


	B.S.Env.E
	B.S.Env.E
	B.S.Env.E
	. 


	Bachelor of Science in Environmental Engineering 
	Bachelor of Science in Environmental Engineering 


	B.S.I.E. 
	B.S.I.E. 
	B.S.I.E. 

	Bachelor of Science in Industrial Engineering 
	Bachelor of Science in Industrial Engineering 


	B.S.M.E.  
	B.S.M.E.  
	B.S.M.E.  

	Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering 
	Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering 


	B.S.N.  
	B.S.N.  
	B.S.N.  

	Bachelor of Science in Nursing 
	Bachelor of Science in Nursing 


	B.S.P.S.E. 
	B.S.P.S.E. 
	B.S.P.S.E. 

	Bachelor of Science in Photonic Science and Engineering 
	Bachelor of Science in Photonic Science and Engineering 


	B.S.W. 
	B.S.W. 
	B.S.W. 

	Bachelor of Social Work 
	Bachelor of Social Work 


	D.N.P. 
	D.N.P. 
	D.N.P. 

	Doctor of Nursing Practice 
	Doctor of Nursing Practice 


	D.P.T. 
	D.P.T. 
	D.P.T. 

	Doctor of Physical Therapy 
	Doctor of Physical Therapy 


	Ed.D. 
	Ed.D. 
	Ed.D. 

	Doctor of Education 
	Doctor of Education 


	Ed.S. 
	Ed.S. 
	Ed.S. 

	Education Specialist 
	Education Specialist 


	M.A. 
	M.A. 
	M.A. 

	Master of Arts 
	Master of Arts 



	M.A.A.E. 
	M.A.A.E. 
	M.A.A.E. 
	M.A.A.E. 

	Master of Arts in Applied Economics 
	Master of Arts in Applied Economics 


	M.A.T. 
	M.A.T. 
	M.A.T. 

	Master of Arts in Teaching 
	Master of Arts in Teaching 


	M.P.A. 
	M.P.A. 
	M.P.A. 

	Master of Public Administration 
	Master of Public Administration 


	M.B.A. 
	M.B.A. 
	M.B.A. 

	Master of Business Administration 
	Master of Business Administration 


	M.D. 
	M.D. 
	M.D. 

	Doctor of Medicine 
	Doctor of Medicine 


	M.Ed. 
	M.Ed. 
	M.Ed. 

	Master of Education 
	Master of Education 


	M.F.A. 
	M.F.A. 
	M.F.A. 

	Master of Fine Arts 
	Master of Fine Arts 


	M.N.M. 
	M.N.M. 
	M.N.M. 

	Master of Nonprofit Management 
	Master of Nonprofit Management 


	M.S. 
	M.S. 
	M.S. 

	Master of Science 
	Master of Science 


	M.S.A. 
	M.S.A. 
	M.S.A. 

	Master of Science in Accounting 
	Master of Science in Accounting 


	M.S.A.E. 
	M.S.A.E. 
	M.S.A.E. 

	Master of Science in Aerospace Engineering 
	Master of Science in Aerospace Engineering 


	M.S.B.M. 
	M.S.B.M. 
	M.S.B.M. 

	Master of Sports Business Management 
	Master of Sports Business Management 


	M.S.C.E. 
	M.S.C.E. 
	M.S.C.E. 

	Master of Science in Civil Engineering 
	Master of Science in Civil Engineering 


	M.S.Cp.E. 
	M.S.Cp.E. 
	M.S.Cp.E. 

	Master of Science in Computer Engineering 
	Master of Science in Computer Engineering 


	M.S.E.E.  
	M.S.E.E.  
	M.S.E.E.  

	Master of Science in Electrical Engineering 
	Master of Science in Electrical Engineering 


	M.S.Env.E.  
	M.S.Env.E.  
	M.S.Env.E.  

	Master of Science in Environmental Engineering 
	Master of Science in Environmental Engineering 


	M.S.I.E. 
	M.S.I.E. 
	M.S.I.E. 

	Master of Science in Industrial Engineering 
	Master of Science in Industrial Engineering 


	M.S.M. 
	M.S.M. 
	M.S.M. 

	Master of Science in Management 
	Master of Science in Management 


	M.S.M.E. 
	M.S.M.E. 
	M.S.M.E. 

	Master of Science in Mechanical Engineering 
	Master of Science in Mechanical Engineering 


	M.S.M.S.E. 
	M.S.M.S.E. 
	M.S.M.S.E. 

	Master of Science in Material Science and 
	Master of Science in Material Science and 


	TR
	Engineering 
	Engineering 


	M.S.N.  
	M.S.N.  
	M.S.N.  

	Master of Science in Nursing 
	Master of Science in Nursing 


	M.S.R.E. 
	M.S.R.E. 
	M.S.R.E. 

	Master of Science in Real Estate 
	Master of Science in Real Estate 


	M.S.T. 
	M.S.T. 
	M.S.T. 

	Master of Science in Taxation 
	Master of Science in Taxation 


	M.S.W. 
	M.S.W. 
	M.S.W. 

	Master of Social Work 
	Master of Social Work 


	Ph.D.  
	Ph.D.  
	Ph.D.  

	Doctor of Philosophy 
	Doctor of Philosophy 



	Diploma Distribution Information 
	Approximately 6-10 weeks after commencement, all baccalaureate, education specialists, and master’s degree diplomas will be mailed to the address indicated on the student’s Intent to Graduate form. Students should log into MyUCF to update their diploma mailing address if the diploma mailing address changes after filing their Intent to Graduate. 
	For additional information, undergraduate students should call the Registrar’s Office at 407-823-3100. Graduate students should contact the College of Graduate Studies at 407-823-4132. 
	Congratulations, graduates! 
	Lost and found items may be turned in or claimed at Guest Services, located at the main entrance on the second level. All University of Central Florida campus activities, events, programs, and facilities are available to all students of any race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, and veterans’ status with due respect to law and the university’s philosophy of respect for individual and personal dignity. 
	Figure
	UCF ALMA MATER 
	All hail to Alma Mater whose banner black and gold, 
	Will wave in fame and splendor as the passing years unfold. 
	May loyalty and friendship, within our hearts unite, 
	And light the star to guide us ever upward in our flight. 
	With honor and affection our friendship will renew, 
	We sing of thee our Alma Mater ever true. 
	Figure
	NOTES 
	4365 ANDROMEDA LOOP N. ORLANDO, FL 32816 
	UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL FLORIDA 

	407-823-2000 
	COMMENCEMENT.UCF.EDU 
	This commencement program will be available at for download as a PDF beginning Monday, December 18, 2017. 
	http://commencement.ucf.edu/2017/summer/archive 
	http://commencement.ucf.edu/2017/summer/archive 
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